Of a moſt Muſtrious 


WILLIAM, 
Prince of ORANGE; 


Ded uc'd from the 
FIRST FOUNDERS 
OF THE 


ANTI ENT HOUSE 


Together with .the moſt 


Conſiderable Actions 


Of this Preſent 


RING 


ted 


To Br 
ROYAL HIGHNESS: 


MARY 
PRINCESS 


OQ F 


' Orang ge. 


_- it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, 


\ © there can be no fairer Pro- 
4A [pet im the World then that 
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Glorious Enterpriſes, I could not Study 
« Landskip more proper for the View 
of your Royal Highneſs then the 
Splendid AFtions and Heroic Atcheives 


=” ments 


# 


of 1ranſcendng Vertue and 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ments of a Prince whoſe early Cun- 
queſts, and the Luſter of - an Ancient 
and Renowned Deſcent repreſented 
him to. the peircing Judgment of two 
Potent Monarchs, your Uncle of Bleſ- 
fed Memory, and your now Viftgriouſly 
Reigning Father, the Sole Furopxan 
Hero worthy the Addition of your 
Matchleſs and moſt Prixcely Endow- 
ments to his Fortunate Grandeur : As 
deeming none ſo fit for the Wonder 
of Her Sex, as the Wonder of His 
Age. 7 

The following ſheets, moſt 1lluſtri- 
ous Princeſs, are only an Imperfett 
Eſſay » as being perhaps the firſt 
that has been made ; Which however 
have this moſt Flumbly to plead for 
themſelves, that they may prove an 
\ Incentive -for ſome Politer Pens to 
Tranſmit thoſe things more Brightly and 
 Copiouſly to Poſterity, which Brevity has 
bere obſcur d. For it cannot be thought 
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that the Progreſs of ſo great a Prince's © 
Fame can ever make a Halt, till 
your Royal Highneſs bas Liv'd long 
the Witneſs of what Heav'n bas ſtill 
Reſerv'd to Immortalize his Future 


Story. Such are the continu'd Prayers 
and Wiſhes of, 


Madam, 
Your Royal Highneſles's 
Moſt Humble and 


molt Devoted Obſerver. 
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Prince of Orange. 


OST certainit is, that the Houſe of 
NASSAU is one of the Greateſt, 
and moſt Ancient in all Germany. For 
OM beſides the Grandeur of Potent Al- 

liances, the multiplicity of propagated Bran- 
ches, and that it. had the honour about four 
hundred years ago to be grac'd with the Im- 
perial Dignity, in the Perſon of Adolphas of 
Naſſau, Emperour of 5e-any, and Succeſſour to 
Koaoliphus of Habsburg,it has alſo had this farther 
advantage, to have been eſtabliſh®d by an An- 
Clent and undeniable Succeſſion of about ten en- 
tireCenturies: no leſs theGlory of the Naſſoviar 
Family, then of the Siomiory of Venice, that 
DB 7 vaunts 


L- FI he Hiſtory of 


vaunts her Dominion fix*d upon the firm foun- 
dation of a thouſand years continuance. 

"O THO, Count of Naf/an, who tiv'd above 
fix hundred JEArs ago, had two Wives; the firſt 
of which brought him in Marriage the Country 
of Guelgers; and the other the Province of Zut- 
phen, which remain'd for above three Centuries 

in the Pofleffion of the Houſe of Naſfas. 
© Afterwards, abont three hundred years ſince, 
another Count O THO of Naſſau, eſpous'd 
the Counteſs of YVianden the Inheritrix and Mi- 
ſtriſs of ſeveral other conſiderable Territories 
in the Low Countries, 

His Grandchild ENGILBERT the firſt 
of that Name, Count of Naſſav, eſpous*'d the 
Heireſs of Locke and Breda in the year 1404.Aand 
was Grandfather to ENGILBERT, the 
Second, of Naſſas. 

He was a Prince no leſs experienc'd in all the 
Arcs of War then in thoſe of Civil Govern- 
ment : he won the Battel of Gm=zmegaſ? ; ſup- 
preſs'd and puniſh*d the Rebellion of Bruges, 
and was Governour General of the Low Coun- 
tries for the Emperour Maximilian the Firſt. 
He dy*'d without Iſſue, leaving to hits Brother 
JOHN. of Naſas the Inheritance of all his 
Poſleſlions. 

This Count Joh» had two Sons, H ENRY 
and WILLIAM. To his Eldeſt Son Henry 
he gave in Portion all his Poſleſſions in the Low 
Countries ;, and to Wilkam all his Demeans in 
Germany. " This ſame Henry of Naſſan it was, 
to whom Charles the Fifth was beholding for 
his Advancement to the 'Empire,.. by means of 


his active and powerful ſollicitations againſt 
Francis 


<5 


- 
[" 


William Prince of Oranges = 
Francis the Firſt, and who, upon the Day of 
the Emperour*s Coronation, ſet the Imperial 
Crown upon his head. Nevertheleſs, after 
the Peace was concluded between thoſe two Po- 
tent Princes, when the Emperor ſent him into 
France to do homage for the Counties of Flan- 
ders and Artois, King Francis, out of an incre- 
dible generoſity forgetting what had paſs?d, 
match*d him to Claudia de Chalon, the only 
Siſter of Philbert de Chalon, Prince of Orange, 
and who had been bred up under Queen Ae 
of Bretaigne, her Mother-in-Law. By vertue 
of which Marriage, his only Son, Kenexs of 
Naſſau and Chalon, came to be Prince of Orange 
after the deceafe of his Uncle by the Mother's 
ſide, who dy'd without Iſſue. 
WILLIAM Count of Naſſau, Brother 
to Count Henry, embrac'd the Reformed, and 
expelPd the Roman Catholic Rehgton out of his 
Dominions : and he it was, that was the Father 
of the Great Wilam of Naſſan, who attain'd 
to be Prince of Orange, and Lord of all the 
PoſſeſRons of the Houſe of Chalonv, by the laſt 
WHI and Teſtament of Renens de Naſſan and 
_ Chalos, his Couſin German, who being flain at 
the Siege of Sr. Ds/ier, left no Children behind 
him. _ | 
True it is, that the Emperour Charles the 
Fifth, out of his acknowledgment of thoſe great 
Services which the Houſe of Naſſan had done 
him, was much troubled to ſee the young 
Prince William of Naſſau like to be fo deeply 
tin&tur'd in his Bouth with Heretic Education, 
_ _andtherefore took him away, tho? not without 
great Reluctancy, from his Father ; kept him 
| B 2 near 
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4 The Hiſtory of 
near his own-Perſon, and gave him Tutors of 
his own chooſing, to inſtru and ground! him 


= under his own eye in the Principles of the Ro- 
man Catholic Religion; which he therefore 
profeſs?d in outward appearance, ſo long as | 
Charles the Fifth liv*d, and for ſome time after, 
| during the firſt years of King Phil;p%s Reign. But | 
| thole Reformed Tenents which he had ſuckt 
in with his Mother's milk, and afterwards more *' 
__ Conliderarely taſted in the Court of France, | 
| where they were in no ſmall reputation, while | 
5 | he was there a Hoſtage for the obſervation of *' 
5 the Peace of Chaſtear en Cambreſis, had taken | 
| ſo deep a Root in his mind, that they ſoon over- | 


run the former forc*d Cultivations of his 
bo youth. 
be Count WILLIAM of Naſſau by Juliana 
Counteſs of Sto/burg had five Sons, and ſeven 
Daughters. The Eldeſt was W:iltam of Naſſas, 
a ſhort view of whoſe Life and Actions we are 
os now about to ſet forth: the youngeſt was Fohr 
E of Naſſau, who left behind him a numerous and 
| ample Poſteritie. His three other Sons were 
| Lodowic, Adolphus, and Henry of Naſſau, who 
Si highly fignaliz'd themſelves, as well in the Ci- 
bs | vil Wars of France, as of the Low-Countries ; 
; 
| 
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and who having never been -Marry?d, all three 

dy*d in the Field, generouſly fighting for the 

Liberty of their Country, and as-couraglouſly 

ſeconding the Noble Deſigns of their Eldeſt 
Brother Prince Wilkam, = | 

The ſeven Davghters of W/ilkam Count of Naſ- 

/au, were Marry*d, the one-to the Count of Ber- 

_ gies, and was Mother to Count Henry of Bergues, 

who afterwards commanded the Armies of Spazzz 

| againſt: 
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William Price of Orange. 5 
2painſt his Couſin Germans, - 4aurice and Henry 
Fredrick, Princes of Orange; and who at length, 
growing ſuſpected to the Spanrards, quitted their 
Service. The other fix were Marry'd to'Sove-. 
raign Counts of Germany; and one among the 
reſt to the Count of Schwarsbourg, who had 
the misfortune to be preſent at Antwerp, when 


' Fohn Favregny, a Biſcayner, ſhot the Prince: of 


Orange her Brother into the Body with a Piſtol 
Bullet : as alſo at Delph, where he was at laſt 
moſt barbarouſly aſſaſſinated by Balthaſar Gue- 
rard of Franche Conte, For ſhe would never for- . 
ſake her deareſt Brother, for whom ſhe had a 
molt entire affection. £ | 
WILLIAM of Naſas, Prince of Orarge, 
was born in the year 1533. at the Caſtle of 
Dillemburg in the County of Naſſau. But the 
Emperour, as already has been related, having 
taken him away from his Father, to breed him 
up in the Roman Religion, deliver'd him to his 
own Siſter Mary Queen of Hungary, and ſo ſoon 
as his years permitted, made him Gentleman 
of his Bed-Chamber, in which ſtation he con- 
tinu'd nine years, always near the Emperour*s 
Perſon, who all along admir'd the greatneſs of 
his wit, accompany*d with an extraordinary 
modeſty. And in a ſhort time made thoſe diſco- 
veries of a more then common Gerzas, that he. 
took great delight himſelf to inſtruct bim, and 
to make him privie to his Afﬀairs of moſt im- 
portant ſecreſie; confelling to his moſt intimate 


Favourites, that many times the young Prince 


would furniſh him with notions and hints which 
otherwiſe he never ſhould have thought-of. And 


when he gave private Audience to forreign 


DF Princes 


* 


6 The Hiſtory of 
Princes and Embaſladors, at what time diſcre- 
tion prompted him to retire with the reſt, the 
Emperour would ſtop him with this gentle 
command, Stay Prince. 

The whole Court was furpriz'd to behold the 
great eſteem which that Mighty and Prudent 
Monarch had for the Prince above all the reſt 
that were about him, and with what a confi- 
dence he entruſted the ſecrets of his Empire 
with years that could ſo little aſpire to expe- 
rience. For hardly had he paſs'd the twentieth 
year of his Age, before the Emperour made 
choice of him, before all the Grandees of his 
Court, to carry the Imperial Crown which he 
reſign'd to his Brother Ferdinand. An employ- 
ment which the Prince with ſome reluctancy 
undertook , apologizing to his gracious Maſter, 
how ill it became him to carry to another, that 
Crown which his Uncle Hexry of Naſſau had 
ſet upon his head. 

' And to ſhew that the Emperour had the ſame 
Opinion of his Valour as of his Prudence, when 
Philibert *Emanuel, Duke of Savoy, General of 
his Armies, was oblig*d upon: his own particular 
Aﬀairs to be abſent from the ZLow-Countries, 
tho? the Prince of Orange were not then above 
two and twenty years of Age, ard were at that 
time gone to viſit his Town of Breda, the Em- 
peror in his abſence, and of his own proper mo- 
tion, contrary to the Advice of all his GouncH, 
preferr*d him to ſupply the Place of Generali/- 
fimo, rejeCting all his other experienc*d Cap- 
tains, more eſpecially Count a Egmont,who was 
twelve years his Senior; and that, at a dange- 
ous Conjuncture, when he had to deal with _ 
CETETPD rt: fee hte 5 jak 
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William Prixce of. Qrrange. #57 
fieur de INewers, and the Admiral de Chaſtiltor, 
who were no Captains to be contemn'd. And 
yet the Emperor was ſo far from receiving the 
leaſt Prejudice that Summer by his Conduct; 
that he caugd Philipvile and Charlemont £6 'be 
buile in fight of the French Camp. 

Theſe Teſtimonies of the Emperors Confi- 
dence and Favour, were the Cauſes, that tho 
the Emperor had particularly, upon his with. 
drawing .into Spaz, recommended him to the 
King his Son, yet the Spamards who govern'd 
him, having been bred .in Spain, and bearing a 
mortal Grudge to the Conſtant Proſperity of 
the Young Prince, by their continual Calumnies 
and Accuſations render'd bim ſo ſuſpected to 
King Philip, that the molt innocent of his Words 
and Actions were all interpreted for the worſt; _ 
and the great Oppoſition which the Provinces 
made to the King's Will and Pleaſure, under: 
pretence of their Privileges, was all attributed 
to the under-hand Contrivances of Prince 
William, | 
| Andhence it came to paſs, that when King 

Philip was at Fluſhing ready to embark for Spain, 
with a Countenance full of Indignation, he up- 
braided him for having hindred the Execution 
of his Deſigns by his private Cabals. To which 
when the Prince with all humility anſwer'd, 
That All had bten done by the meer and imme- 
diate Motion of.the States themſelves, the King 
taking him by the Wriſt, and ſhaking his Hand, 
reply*d, Not the States, but You, You, Tou;, re- 
peating the Word, Yox, three times, to ſhew 
the depth of his Reſentment, according to the 
vpaniſh Cuſtom. Which cruel and public Re- 
| B. 4 proach _ 
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proach made ſuch a deep Impreſſion in in the Mind 
of the Prince, that not believing himſelf ob- 
lig*d to any farther Ceremony of waiting upon 
the King to the Sea-ſide, he only wiſh'd him a 
happy - Voyage, and: ſo took his leave in the 
middle of the Town, where he knew himſelf 
ſecure among a People by whom he was highly 
beloy'd. 

Another thing there was which made him 
yet more ſenſible of the King's Il|-will, For 
whereas he thought to have had the Govern- 
ment of the Low-Coxntries, which his Predeceſ- 
ſors had always enjoy*d, he beheld, on the other 
ſide, that Cardinal Granville, his profeſs'd Ene- 
my. "was the only Perſon- entruſted with the Se- 
crets' of the: Court: of Spazr, and. himſelf ſhut 
out from all the Spariſh Conſultations' of. any 
Importance. '- And -indeed the Proceedings of. 
King Philip were no way pleaſing either to the 
Nobility in particular, or to the People of the 
Wetherlands in. general. . 

For. when \Ph:l:p the 1I. bred in Spain, came. 
into the*Low-Conntres, during: the-Lfe-of -his 
Father the- Emperot, there” was: obferv*d ſo 
great a difference between' the: Father and. the 
Son, that the People, more<eſpeciatly:the No- 
bility, deſpis'd the Oge with as great 'afi'Aver- 
= as they had Eſteem and Veneration for the 
Other. For the Emperor was Afﬀable, Cour- 
teous, and caſte of Acceſs, treated all ſorts of 
Nations familiarly , and diſcours'd all the 
World in their own Language ; which galin'd 
hich univerſal Honour and Eſteem : Whereas his 
Son Philip kept himſelf reſerv'dly'at a diſtance, 
rarely would ſuffer himſelf to be ſeen, way al- 


ways 
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ways habited after the Spaniſh Mode, ſpoke but 
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William: Prince" of Orange. <5 


very little, and- that little” always in Sparrſh; 
W hich drew: upon him. the general hatred of 
the Grandees and People-of the Low. Conntries, 
who deteſting and dreading 'the Pride of the 
Spaniards , who at that time aſlum'd the Go- - 
vernment of all the Netherlands into itheir own 
Hands, in a full Aſſembly of the'Srares-General 
of the Low-Countries, held at Gaunt, made Syit 
to the King,. That his Majeſty would be pled 
to withdraw his Foreign Forces out of the Pro- 


vinces; that he would make wſe: of Natives 


only for the Defence of his'Strong-Holds, and 


 forbear to advance Foreign Miniſters to the Ci- 


vil Government. £05 ROOT 2172 vl 
_. .. Theſe Demands not only-ſurprigd,but. high- 
ly incens*d the King, who-beltev?d-the* Prince 
of Oravye alſo to be the main Stickler in theſe 
Afﬀairs; nevertheleſs diſlſembling his Diſguſt, 
he put them in good hopes. ” And then it was, 
that having eſtabliſh'd Margarerof. Aruftria, his 
Natural Siſter, Wife of O&4wo Farneſe Duke 
of Parma, Abſolute Governeſs of the Low- 
Countries , hes embark*d 'for Spain. However, 
before: his Departure he left his Orders with 
the Governeſs to ſet'up the Spariſh Inquiſition in 
the Netherlands, and to create ſeveral new Bi- 
ſhops. And theſe wcre the:real Sources of all 
the terrible Diſorders that enfſwd ; ſo highly 
did the People deteſt and abominarte the. very 
Name of the /:q#i/:102, and the New Biſhops, 
which they believ*d to be Members of it, 

To which we. may. add, T hat at the ſame 
time Cardinal Granville was privy to all the Se- 
crets of King Philip”s Breaſt, and had the whole 
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Power of the Government, under the Dutcheſs 
of Parma, in his own Hands. Of which he 
made fo bad an Uſe, as being naturelly of a 
haughty and fierce Temper, that by his Impe- 
rious Behaviour toward the Nobility, he drew 
upon himſelf their Hatred to that implacable 
degree, that at length the Count a' Egmort, the 
Prince of Orange, and Count de Horn, no longer 
able to brook the Arrogance of ſuch a domi- 
ering 14nfter, wrote to King Phelzp, That 
unleſs he recall'd the Cardinal our of the Ne- 
therlands, he would be the certain Occaſion of 
their Revolt, through the Exceſs of his Pride, 
and by his violent Counſels, ſo much deteſted 
by he Nobility and People. . 

This Bold Advice was look*d upn as a Crime 
in Spair; where from that time Reſolutions 
were taken for the ruining of thoſe three 
Lords, and all that adher?d to their Intereſts. 
However, for the Time, the Court was con- 


' ftrain'd todiſſemble their Diſguſt, and to recall 


Granville out of the Low-Countries, From 
whence, by reaſon of the Tumults, Diſorders, 
and Inſurreftions that daily diſturb'd the Pub- 
lick Peace, it was adjudg*d convenient to ſend 
forthwith into Spaiz the Count of Bergues, Go- 
vernour of Haimault and Cambreſs, and Florence 
de Montmorency, Lord of Montigny, Governour 

of Tournay, both Knights of the Golden Fleece, 
to inform his Majeſty of the Condition of Af- 
fairs , and to endeayour to perſwade him to 
Courſes more mild and gentle. But 1n regard 
they never return'd to give an Accompt of their | 
Commiſſions, (for the Dutcheſs had privately 
advis'd the King not to let the Ambaſladors 
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| go, {6 long as the Troubles laſted) it was a 
Warning ſufficient for the reſt to look to 
themſelves. 

As for the Prince of Orange, who was a oreat 
| Politician, fo ſoon as he underſtood, that King 
Philip, by the Advice of his Spaniſh Miniſters, 
and at the Sollicitations of Cardinal Gramville, 
who was enrag'd for having been chas*d ont of 

Flanders, was about to ſend the Duke of Alva. 
into the 'Low-Countries, with an Army of Spa- 
| miards and Ttalians, he "rightly conjectur'd, that 
' It was to be reveng'd for the Demands that had 

been made him by the States of Gaunt, and the 
conſtrain?d Recalling of the Cardinal, of which 
the Prince was faid to be the Principal Author ; 
and believing likewiſe, that ſeveral other Chan- 
ges in the Provinces were reſoly?d upon, deſfir'd 
the Dutcheſs that ſhe would intercede to the 
King) that he might have leave to ſurrender 
his Governments of Holland, Zeland, Utrecht, 
and Burgwndy ; which the Dutcheſs refus'd him; 
only advis'd him to remove from his Perſon 

Count Lodowic his Brother, as being ſuſpected 

to give him Counſels prejudicial to the Publick 

Repoſe. But neither would he hearken to that, 

nor to another Propoſal which was made him, 

to take a new Oath of Allegiance to the King 3 

which would not only oblige him to the Exter- 
mination of Heretics, but might compel him 
to put his own Wife to Death, becauſe ſhe was _ 

a Lutheran : And therefore he alledg?d, That 

ſince he had once already given his Oath to the 

King, it would be needleſs for him to do it 

again, ſince 1t might be thought he had broken 


his firſt Oath, in regard he was put to {wear a 
fecond time. Qa 
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13 - ' The Hiſtory of 
On the other ſide, the Governeſs preſſing in 
the King's Name the Eſtabliſhment of the 1-- 
quiſition and the New Biſhops, about Four hun- 
dred Gentlemen, headed by Lew:s of Naſſar, 
and ſeveral others of the Nobility, preſented 
a Petition to the Dutcheſs, againſt the 1:9u:/#- 
tion, the New Biſhops, and the Publication of 
the Council of 1reze. And theſe were they 
who were afterwards calPd by the Name of 
Guenſes, or Beggars ; {o nick-nam'd by the Count 
of Barlaymont, a great Confident of the Dutcheſs 
of Parma's, from the Plainneſs of their grave 
and modeſt Habits which they wore when they 
preſented their Petition. Which tho it were 
a Nick-name given in deriſion, prov*d a ſerious 
Means more firmly to unite and ſoder the Cor- 
federacy, and ſtrengthen the Prince's Party. 


1 W ho perceiving the Petition lighted, ſum- 
7 mon'd the Counts 4” Egmont, Horn, and Hock- 
+010 ſtrade, together with Count Lewis his Brother, 
Bin to meet him at Tenmremonde, there to conſult 
13 if about their own Safety, and the Security of 
i118 the Provinces. Where the greateſt part were 
3/8 for taking Arms, to oppoſe the Entrance of the 
4 j Spaniards into the Low-Countries, and their De- 
+} ſigns, which were ſufficiently viſible to ruine 


; 1 Them, All which the Prince of Orange prov'd 
#3118 by intercepted Letters, written by the Spaniſh 
| . Embaſlador then reſiding at Parzs. But Count 
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| Egmont, who was Governour of Flanders and 

q [i _ Artois, and greatly belov'd among the Soldie- 
bit ry, would not hearken to any ſuch Reſolutions, 
Bs but confident of his own Merits, advisd the 
1 | Aſſembly to relie upon the King's Clemency and 
Bi " Mercy. Which Words when he repeated at 
mr | F another 
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range. _ x3 
another Meeting at Willebroc , the Prince of 
Orange repli'd, That the Mercy of the King, to 
which he truſted, would be his Ruine ;, and that he 
was to be the Bridge, which the Spaniards would 
tread upon, in their coming over to the Low-Coun- 
tries; but that after they were entred, they would 
break, the Bridge, At which Words, as if af. 
ſur?d of his Prophecy, and that he ſhould never 
ſee Egmont again, he held him faſt embrac*d in 
his Arms; and ſo both, with Tears in their 
Eyes, took their laſt Farewel. 

Immediately after the Prince remoy?®d with 
his Wife and Children (all but his eldeſt Son 
Philip, whom he left a Student in Lovajne) to 
his City of Breda, many of the Nobility wait- 
ing upon him : Where after he had ſtaid a 
while, he retir'd from thence into Cleaveland, 
and after that to D:Ulembergh, the ancient Seat 
of the Naſſaws. | 

In the mean time the Duke of Alva haſten?d 
his March into the Low-Comuntries, with an Army 
of Veterane Spaniards and Italians : Where he 
was no ſooner arriv*d, but he ſeig?d upon the 
Counts 4? Egmont and Horn, and after he had 
put to Death no leſs than Eighteen Lords and 
Gentlemen of meaner Rank at Bruxels, caus'd 
thoſe two Perſons, not long after, to be public- 
ly Executed in the Market-place of the ſame 
City. To the firſt of which the Spamards had 
been beholding for the two famous Viftories of 
St, Quintin and Graveling, But then it was that 
the People blan?d Count Egmont's Credulity, 
admir*d the more cautelous Courſe held by the 
Prince of Orange, and rejoyCd in his Safety ; 
believing that while he liv?d, the Low-Comnntries 
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I4 | 
were not altogether without Hopes. And Car= 
dinal Granville ſeem'd to be of their Opinion, 
who, being at Rome, and hearing of theſe Pro- 
ceedings in Bruſſels, asKd the Meſlenger, whe- 
: ther the Duke had taken Sz/ence ? For fo he 
call'd the Prince of © _ To whom when 
the Meſſenger anſwer*d, No ; Gramille reply*d, 
If thats one Fiſh has ſcap'd the Net, the Duke of 
Alva's Draught was nothing worth. 
for the Prince of Orange, Count Hock- | 
ſtrate, Count Culenbergh, and other Lords who | 
were fled out of the Low-Countries, they were 
upon Ava's Command ſummon'd by his Cour | 
cil of Twelve, by others calld his Council of | 
Blood, to make their Appearance, and clear | 
_ themfclves of the Crimes that were laid to 
thetr Charge. But the Prince of _— refus'd 
to appear, appealing to the Srartes of Brabart, 
his natural Judges, and the King bimſelf; in 
regard that being of the Order of the Golden- 
Fleece, he could not be judg%d by any but the 
King and the Companions of that Order. More- 
over the Prince made Suit to the Emperor Max- 
z man, and implor?d both his, and the Aid 
of the Germar Princes. Nordid the Emperor, 
or the Princes of the Empire, deny him thetr 
Patronage, but approv'd his Reaſons, and te- 
ſtify*d their diſlike of Alva's Proceedings; who, 
fo ſoon as the Days limited for the Prince's 
coming in were expir?d, pronounc'd him guiky 
of High-Treaſon, and confiſcated his Eſtate , 
put a Spaniſh Garriſon into Breda, and taking 
his Son Philip William, a Child of Fhirteen 
years of age, from the Univerſity of Zovarn, 
where he was a Student, ſent him into Span; 


+2 4+ " SE. 4 ks «A 144 , Wade * £* * o” >X - kl b *. _ ks * % wt» Ss =. 
et by wt * %"* is a TH A. PA i» 4e *, . "ag, ; - 8 % : ©, X * OE a ag Sei 7 Pk. > - hs 6 po 267-3 + I l 
bn Oo y PS '# ig FR, BE 64 : pe” ; A red x $"< oe <0 1 . a Sh =; BY Oe ole, HAS. Sy " - 
£ - d bs” ty Ss, : Os ne Os. ; > OS” 8 . Fa Bec! % 9 St , . ox, HET ewes TL, X Ee . x 
; # b; 4 - =” 6 a 4 W" EE E 6 Ss TB 2, os _» Din = Eats Sues £. - GA #.- > I = A; ODS $e# bg + * - #534 - = 44 = Ws at os 
a "Ex" 0 - - wb N Too 18 os. og 47 Tr ak SO nao api «6s , "of : : gate. « : * 
FETs 3 O00 > ry, nf Heh SYS REES ELON OT” Lo -* 
6 "01 ns hp - W- RAS je SIE Os ref F SP. > 69) q LEES =O 
lh 3 ic. 6? 5 D Fam Ft” & OS FP - - £ 46%, i 5 

IPA hos oo "S©# <2 TY * Y bo: g _ 


oh. 4 £ F314  ” * 2 
s., » 


William Prince = - a ds 


where, under the pretence of Catholic Edy- 
cation, the Name of Hoſtage conceaPd the 
Farce. 

And thus it may be truly faid,. that King 
Philip the 11. was himſelf the cauſe of the Re- 
volt of the Netherlands, through his Con- 
tempt and Violationof the Priviledges of thoſe 


Countries, which bis Father Charles the V. had. 


| Govern'd all along with fo much Mildneſs ; 

| and by his onkind 2nd rigorons uſage of 3 
Prince, who had ſo well ſery'd the Emperor 
his Father. 
Favours to Prince Wiltiam, according to. the 
Counſel and Example of Charles the V. he had 
without all queſtion ſerv?d him with the ſame 


Fidelity, and Advantage to his Afﬀeairs: but 


finding himſelf ſo Roughly and Unjuſtly hand- 
led ; look*d upon as a Publick Enemy, expo- 
ſed to the Vidietwas of his Mortal Enemies, 
and' threatned with the loſs of Life and Ho- 
nour ; and all theſe Exafperations heighten*d 


by the loſs of an Eldeſt Son, raviſh'd from 


the SanQuary of an Univerſi ity, where neither 
his own Youthful Innocence, nor the Antient 
Priviledges could Protect him, he thought it 
high time to paſs the Rubicon, and defend by 
force of Arms, his Honour "and bis Life ; 
more eſpecially, ſince the Oppreſlion of his 
Country gave him fo fair and juſt an Oppore 
tunity, to engage in the Common Quarrel of 
Religion and Liberty. 

, To this purpoſe he levy'd an Army in Ger- 
rnany, which he order'd to march before and 
enter Frizeland, under the Command of his 
Brothers Lewis and Aaolphys of Naſſas. Who 


For that had he continu?d bis : 


Fg . 
"Wa +: Re” wy Vo an IAN TOY; +... 
RES % H-4 L425 Re i 6 Tolg to. & . ©2"36 Fs 
OY, Ap. He WS IOT, os. Sa 4 TA #8 SIRENS 3g i 4 > 82” 
HE Fob SH PR! 4 3 ty: 34 Be: te 
"T8 ; ore KS a hs Cons tg OFT 
x © wr "oh Ws Kr GR = - 8 SF FEA 
5.4 SO FEY 44s Eo 
es ® FR af 1H 
us a 


: 
% 
? 
Ll 
” 
Z 
IJ ; 
kts 4+ 
& Þ þ 
wa 
<> 
c - I 
Fa F<4 9M; 
oy ® ES "' 
= E-4 =, 
S. 2 - 8 
L*-d £ $2 
"7 A x 
"_ Y : , Þ- 
K* 199 . 
bk == 
» ys | TP - £ 
TS / 
. o ki S# ©. 
= 81 
= 4 D [4 
" 
S.- : 4 t 
$ þ 
We p ? : ; 
- "0 3. 
ot : ES 
3 ' 
Is % 3 ; . 3 
em hs : : 
: 6 SY ' 3% ; 
i Z , : o 4 . 
by be E 'S $ 
*R.&- : "T ; : 
” — ST s 
© 5 
A vF. 
5 £ x* 
z- 4 ” » t 5 
pr < [Y 
& & #75 
e92 
4 ao - F s 
» LIE : 
a i 
« - 
5B &- 
A bas 
34 30" 
F S ' "© / 
uf p 
My t 
Y 4 
Y PLS 
3 
Lo 
# 


"1 


wr 
og 
EF _ 4 6 wy - Rs era nad" 
III ee RI ee GP 7 1 UT I SH 3 abut att» I ie 
* 
. 


-_ 4 ow. "3 _ a 
A ” a 
- c » Ai qe Wo - 
-———_ o - $6s - l > 4 «noe 00 VOID 
a $7 wh a -< +48 . ay A 
* *» 4 ” me - 


- 
3 
_— a5 age 


ab, = A * 
Ada. Sg > re we w- 
+ wag Sq” a he 


"x »f s 
er en +0 —— 
2 —_— CC ————  —  —— EL 
. 7 
. 
. 


4 
FT - 
; 

>; 4 \ Y 


a 
does 
$2199 ee, 
TY 
o 


+ 4 


16 The Hiſtory of +48 
polſeſſing themſelves of Damm, and ſome other 
Towns, made a Halt about the Bay. of Dwl- 
lart. There Fohn de Ligny, Count Aremberg, a 
Captain of great Renown, oppos'd them with a 
conſiderable Force; fortunate indeed in their 
firſt Skirmiſhes ; but being at length ;:drawn'to 
2 Battel, were totally ronted ' by. the Neſo- 
VIAns, with the loſs of the Flower .of the Spa- 
rſh Army, all their Cannon, Baggage, and ſeve- 


ral Sums of Money, provided for the Soldiers 


Pay.:. and which was more than all this, him- 
ſelf ſlain in the Field. For that ſeeing Adol- 
phas valiantly rallying his Men that had been 
forc'd into ſome Diſorder, he put Spurs to 
his Horſe and charg'd him. And tho? he were 
ſhot by the way, yet the fiercer for his Wound, 
he firſt diſcharg 7d his Piſtol at Adolphus, and: 


then with his te ran him through the Heart: 


but being: Mortally wounded by . Adolphus at 
the ſame time, fell dead to the. Ground at a 
ſmall diſtance from his Enemy. i: 

But Count, Lewis enjoy'd not long the Be- 
nific of his Vitory; for the Duke 'of Alva 
following cloſe at his Heels, and having over- 
tak*n him between the Bay of .Dallart and 
the River Rhize, ſet upon him at ſuch a time, 
when his Germans, being all in a Mutiny. for: 
want of their Pay, rather choſe to be miſera- 
bly cut to pieces, then make any defence a- 
eainſt an Enemy fo formidable. So that the. 
Duke of Alva obtain'd an eaſie Victory. over 
a Confus'd Throng of Cowardly Murtineers, 


' that turn'd their Backs in heaps to the Enemy, 


diſdaining all ſubmiſſion to the Commands of 
their General, Six thouſand were either ſlain, 
or 
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| br elſe were drown'd in the adjoyning River: 
Nor could Aﬀolphrs himſelf have eſcap'd, had 
he not fortunately met with a Bark, which con- 
vey'd him over the Rhine; while the Spaniards 
were not only Maſters of his Camp, but re- 
cover2d all the Trophies of his late Victory. 
Nevertheleſs, the Prince of Orange, nothing 
daunted at his Brothers ill Succeſs, levy*d a-- 
nother Army of four and Twenty Thouſand 
Germans, with which alſo join*d another Bo- 
dy of four thouſand French, under the Com- 
mand of Francis Harigeſt, Lord of Gerlis. But 
before the Prince would enter the Zow-Coun- 
tries, he publiſh'd a arifeſto, wherein he ſet 
forth the Reaſons of his taking Arms, clear'd 
himſelf from the Crimes that were laid to his 
Charge, and turn'd the Cauſes of the War 
upon the Conrncil of Blood, and the Duke of 
” mans | | 
] This done, after he had croſs?d the Rhzze, 
he as fortunately paſs'd the Aeuſe, by the 
ſame Stratagem, which Ceſar us'd when he 
paſs'd the Secoris . near Lerida, For he ty*d 
his Horſe together, and made them ſtand croſs 
the River, to break the force of the ſtream, 
and then ordering his foot to wade over ſilent- 
ly in the Evening, with an inobſervable ſpeed, 
{fafely arriv'd on the farther ſhore with his 
Army, Which was ſuch unexpected News to 
Alva, that when Barlaymont told him the Ene- 
g My had paſs'd the River, the Duke ask'd him, 
q whether he thought them to be an Army of 
Birds ? 
By this means the Prince of Orange being 


got into Brabant, preſently offer'd Battel to 
GC the 


1B. The Hiſtory of | 
the Spaniards. But the wary Duke, being un- 
willing to hazard the loſs of the Low-Conux- 
tries upon the Fortune of a ſingle Battel a- 
gainſt an Enemy freſher, and more numerous 
than himſelf, kept cloſe within his Adyanta- 
geous Poſts, notwithſtanding all the endeayours 
and fleights the Prince could uſe to draw him 
forth. So that after nine and twenty ſeveral 
Attempts and Encampments, not being able 
to draw the Duke to a Combat, and finding 
thoſe Hopes to fail which had perſwaded botf 
Him and His, that the Cities that ' favour?d 
his Quarre], would preſently revolt z which 
they were ſo- far from doing, that they Were 
not only incens'd but fortifh'd againſt him 
a Misfortune that would of neceſlity re- 
duce his Army to great ſtraights, for want of 
Proviſions, in a ſmall compaſs of Territory not 
able to ſupport ſo great a number of Men 
beſides that his Souldiers began to Mutiny for 
want of pay z by the advice of Gerl:zs, and 
the reſt of the French Commanders, he re- 
ſoly*d to diſmiſs his Army ; to which he pay'd 
ſome part of their Arrears in ready Money by 
the ſale of his Plate, his Artillery and Bag- 
gage. engaging to the Chief Commanders his 
Principality of Orange, and ſome other of hls 
Hereditary Terricories, for ſecurity of what 
was due to them 41n particular. However be- 
fore this diſmiſſion he utterly defeated eighteen 
Companies of Foot, and three hundred Horſe, 
of the Enemy. between Qze/noy and Cambray, 
and took almoſt all the Chief Commanders 


| Priſoners, Don Ruffillo Henrego, the Duke of 
Alva's Son, being {lain upon the Place, Which 
I 
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William Prexce of Orange, rg - 
in- ſoine meaſure retaliated the Foil which he 
had receiv'd in Brabant, where the Count o 
Hochſtrate was KilPd. | 

This numerous Army being thus diſmiſs'd, 
the Prince retzin*'d no more then twelve hun- 
dred Horſe, with which, beitig accompany%d 
by his two Brothers, Lewis and Henry, he 
joyn'd with the Prince Palatin Wolfarg, Duke 
of Denx Ponts, . then ready to enter France 
with an Army, in favonr of the Hugonorts. By 
that means it was the Prince? hap to be at 
the raking of-La Charite ; afterwards at the 
Bartel of Rochelabeilk, where, together with 
the Count of | Rechefoncaw, the Prince of Q- 
range Commanided the main Battel of the Zdu- 
yohlor Army, and Covnt Lewes of Naſſau, his 
Brother, ſignaliz2d himſelf againft Philip Srrozz3, 
Collonel of the French Infantry, taken Priſo- 
ner by the AHngorors, After this, it was his 
Chance to be at the Siege of Poztiers, which 
proving fatal to the Zugorors, he eſcap'd .in 
diſguife to Mont-Belliard, andithence to his 
Territory of Naſſas, there to- attend a better 
Fortune. _ Es 

While the Prince remain'd among the: Zu- 
. gonots in France, he was advis'd by Admiral 
 Coligny to give out Commiſſions to ſeveral Per- 
ſons of Qualtty, Fugitives of the Low-Conn- 
rrics, to infeſt the Spaniards by Sea; aſſiring 
the Prince, that if he could but get footing 
in Holland or Zeland, it would not be an 
eafie thing to drive him thence. Which Coun- 
ſel was not onely advantegeous to the Prince 
of Orange, but a kind of Prophelie from the 
Lips of the Admiral. For by this means, the 
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Prince in a ſhort' time made himſelf. Maſter of 
all Holland and Zeland, no leſs fortunate and 
victorious at Sea, then he had been unfortu- 
nate by Land. iT | TIE as 6, 

They that: read the Stories of thoſe Times, 
written more at large by others, would think 
that: Alva himſelf had confpir'd to his Ma- 
ſter*s Loſſes. For having { thus remov?d the 


| Germans out of the Netherlands, and freed him- 
ſelf from the threatning War, he was now al- * 
together for impoſing new Taxes upon the | 
 Low-Countries being 'the Tenths of all Com- | 
modities to be ſold, and the twentieth part | 
of Goods immovable, to repleniſh the Exche- | 
quer which the Wars had exhauſted. Nothing | 
| ſo much incens'd the Provinces againſt the Duke | 
| of Alva, as theſe new Impoſitions. In ſo much, | 
that at Bruſſels, the Seat of his Cruelty, and: | 
where, by reaſon of his preſence, . he expected | 
the readieſt compliance, upon -publiſhing his } 
Edicts for the Colleftion of thoſe Taxes, the | 
People ihut up their Shops, and the Bakers, | 
Butchers, and Inn-keepers refus?d to put their # 
| Wares to ſell. By which it plainly appear*d, } 
| how great a Proyocation to Rebellion Taxes | 


are, when People groaning under other Grie- 
| vances, have that one Burden more added to 
+. the reſt. For the Low-Country-mens Com- 
-plaint of Alva's Cruelty and Pride, paſs*d no 
farcher then only Hate and Execration : in ſo 
= much, that when the Prince of Orange enterd 
Brabant with his Army, the Cities, tho? they 
mortally hated Alva, yet ſent him not the leaſt 
Aſſiſtance. For Puniſhment thar .only lights 
upon a few, though it inflame the OIEND | 
| | wit { 


Williatn Prince of Orange. 2X 
with hatred, yet it curbs and awes them af 
the ſame inſtant with fear. - But Taxes are 
 look'd upon as every- Man's particular loſs ; 
and they that are therewith moſt grievouſly 
afflicted, loſe their fears, together with their 
Fortunes ; and not regarding future prejudice, 
ſeek a General, meerly to defend them from 
being diſpoliPd of the preſent Fruits of their 
Toyl and Induſtry. Thus when the Cities, 
as well thoſe that continu'd faithful to the 
Spamards, as thoſe that ſtood ſuſpected, were 
preſs'd to pay Taxes, the Hatred of the ge- 
nerality increaſing, overcame their Fears. 
This the Prince of Orange well obſery'd, and, 
as one that knew how to take hold of Op- 
portunities, now rightly judg*d, his time 
was come to mature the delivery of his 
Country, and for laying the Foundations of 
that Government, of which he had the Mod- 
del already in his Mind. To which purpoſe 
he lay ſtill, and levy'd Souldiers at leiſure, 
to ſecond the ſucceſſes of the Water-Guenſes, 
* who by this time had receiv?d their Letters 
3 of Mart and Orders from the Prince of O- 
Z 7ange to ſcour the Sea-Coaſlt of Holland and 
* Frieſland. | 
S The Commander 'in Chief of theſe Warer- 
 Guenuſes was William Lord of Lune, of the Fa- 
mily of the Counts de 1a Marca, with whom 
were alſo joyn'd William Bloſius Ireſlong 5 Lan- 
q celot, natural Son to Count Breaerode z Bax- 
tholomew Enteſe, Sonos, and ſeveral others. 
Theſe having for ſome time very much in- 
teſted the Spariards at Sea, deſigning at length 
to ſeize upon ſome Port, of North-Holland, 
C 3 being 
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being at that time deny*'d the benefit .of the 
Engliſh Harbours, at the earneſt ſolicitations of 
the Dnke of Alva, were at length by Tem- 
peſt driven into Yor in Holland, where ſtands 
the City of the ZBri/l, a Port of Zeland; and, 
finding it without a Garriſon, eaſily ſur- 
pris'd It, the Count of Bolduc in vain attempt- 
Ing to regain it, Upon the raking this iſland 
and City, ſeveral Cities of Holland, as Hors, | 
Alkmaer, Edam, Goude, Oudewater, Leyden, | 
Gorcum, Harlem, and all the Cities of Zeland, | 
except Middleburg declar?d for the Prince of | 
Orange. Uluſhing, a conſiderable City, and | 
Port of Zeland, follow'd the example of the | 
Brill, and animated by the exhortations of a | 
Prieſt ſaying Maſs upon Eaſter Day in.the | 
morning, turnd out the Spariſh Garriſon with | 
ſuch a popular fury, that they hang'd Alvarez 3 
Pacheco, Kinſman to, the Duke of Alva, at 
the requeſt of Treflong, to revenge his Brother?s | 
death, whom Alva had caus'd to be beheaded | 
. at Bruſſels four years before. 
In this ſo ſuddain a revolt of ſo many 
Cities ( for at the ſame time the Cities and 
Towns .of Zutphen, Overyſſel, Gelderland, and} 
Frucſland, were either ſtornyd and taken by| 
Wiltam Count of Berghen, or elſe ſubmitted 
out of aff:ction ) nothing more amaz'd .thef 
— -Duke of Alva, then to hear that Lewzs of 
T Iaſſau had taken 44ons, the chief City of Hay- 
#ault, by the alliſtance of the French, and there: 
fore he reſoly*d to regain it whatever 1t coll 
him. Which gave the revolted Cities hiberty 
'to take breath, and leiſure to fortifie them- 
{elves with Men and Ammunition. + 


A x Ls 2s 3 430 £4 iT, 
F E 4 ae 16 Leen, hy ef J "S t Woes ; wy 4 
E <1 * op NE - as,s by - Ks . BY \ 
(Rees #8 bs. FL OS NN IE. oe 4 « FA 23... 
# "5.45 48 F We bs % 3 wnv. = Oe 2 35? < cfg . i x7 
SR” Ny ; OE WP; 1 1 bride ” £ 


$# ; F f JO 
= BR Ot Wi atag Og =. pa 
EO __ . : "$7 Es EI DES 4 * 
By 95 246-4 op ge 
POS need OL EE 


YO 2s "Mo Ws PE; "FM %, , 
? Ys OM 2-6 4 PE 3 3s Ns PR rt ie EY 
a Y Thy N f = Eg 4 $<Y 8 = HY F\- > » 
. = 
Wil Tam FP Ireh 0) PETITE 


The Siege of Mons prov'd difficult and * te-. 
dious, by reaſon of the ſtout reſiſtance” thete 
made by Count Lewis, aſſiſted by' Monſi eur de 
F Noue, and many of the French Nobility.* *" 
In the mean time the Prince of Oran Raving 
leyvy'd a powerful Army of 11000 Foot,and 6000 
Horſe (for the payment of which, he truſted to 
the promiſes of the French) paſs'd the Rhine and 
the doſe, and being recety?d into Ruremord, 
by that means enter'd into Brabant. In his 
March he appear'd before Lovain, which pre 

5 ſented him with a ſum of Money to the value of 
| 16000 Crowns: from whence he advanc'd to 
 Accchlin, which preſently gave him admirrance, 
as did ſeveral other Towns, either out of love 
or fear; till at length he came into Haynault, 
within f ight of the Duke of Alva's Camp: which 
he found ſurrounded with a Circumvallation, no 

leſs ſtrong to maſter and keep in the Garriſon, 
then inacceſſible and impregnable againſt the 
aſlaults of thoſe that ſhould come to relieve it. 
However the Prince reſolv'd to try his utmoſt, 
nothing daunted at the defeat of the French 
Succours under the command of the Lord of 
Genlis, ſent, by the Admiral Colzgny to reinforce 
his Army. For the fiery French-man, impatient of 
delay, and aPartner in the honour of delivering 
the beſieged, with more valor then diſcretion,gi- 
ving Battel to Frederic de Toledo, the Duke of Al- 
va*s Son, was by him totally routed, and taken 
Priſoner, to the great prejudice of the Prince's 
Afﬀairs. Nevertheleſs, the Prince endeavour?d 
by all ways to force the Duke's Intrenchments, 
.or to have drawn him to a Battel; in the midſt 
of which his indefatigable pains, he receiv'd 
C4 intelligence 
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| intelligence of the Maſlacre of Paris, Then 
not a little aſtoniſh'd at ſo ſudden and dreadful 
an accident, by which he had loſt the Admiral 
Chaſtillon, all the chiefeſt of his Frends, and all 
his hopes of any more ſuccour from Frazce, he 
S made one more cffort to draw the Duke of Alva 
E- to a Conflict, before the news of the Maſlacre 
ſhould reach his Souldiers ears. But the Duke 
| ſtil} keeping himlelf cloſe within his Trenches, 
and thence in ſafety battering the Town ; and 
the Prince on the other fide, afraid leſt the 
= French Commanders, who wcre the chief ſtrength 
of his Army, ſhould deſert him upon notice of 
the Maſſacre, wrote to his Brother Lew;s, to * 
make an honourable compoſition for himſelf, ©: 
and his: and ſo with ſlow marches retreated *! 
toward the Rhine; yet not without ſome loſs, |; 
| and great hazard of his own Life. For 200 
| ſelected Spaniſh Foot, and 800 Horſe, breaking 
into his Camp in the night time, had almoſt 
made their way, killing, and firing all before 
them, as far as his own Tent, where he was 
faſt in his firſt prefound ſleep; ſo that had it 
(| not been for a lictle Dog which uſually lay ups 
I if 2 on his Bed, that never left barking, and ſcratch- 
bY ing him by the face, till he had wak*d him ; he 
had been in great danger of a ſurprize, But 
I j-\ then, leaping out of his Bed, and perceiving 
= the peril he was in, he made haſte to his men, 
who were by this time coming to his reſcue ; 
and then the Spaniards pay?d for the raſhneſs of 
their attempt, being moſt of them cut off in 
| their retreat. The Prince at Or/oy diſmiſs'd 
pp his Army, and thence retir'd through Overyſſcl 
i to Utrecht, and from thence into Holand and 
q J-- | | Zeland ; 
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William Prince of Orange. 25 
Zeland; which were already prepar'd to receive 
him. For the States of Holland and Zeland 
aſſembling at Dort, had in his abſence already 
acknowledg?d the Prince of Orange for their 
Governour, and had given their Oaths to 
Philip de Marnix, Lord of St. Aldegond, his Pro- 
curator, in the Prince's behalf, to ſtand by 
him with their Lives and Fortunes. 

Therefore ſo ſoon as he arriy?d 1n the Pro- 
vinces of Holland and Zeland, he confirm'd 
for his Lieutenant in North-Holland, other- 
wiſe calld Weftfrieſland, Theodoric de Sonoy, a 
Gentleman of Frieſland, he made Charles Bo- 
;/cot Governour of Vluſhing,' and bis Brother 
Lewis Boiſcot Admiral, both Gentlemen of 
Bruſſels, who being both condemn'd by the 
Duke of Alva, fallow'd the Fortune of the 
Prince of Oravge. 

The Prince however acted all things in the 
name of the States, tho? he had the full Power 
of the Government in his own hands ( fo 
great a confidence the People had in his Con- 
duct: ) For from him they recely'd their Gar- 
riſons, Shipping, and Arms; he diſpogd of 
all publick Employments and Dignities, and 
beſtow'd and order'd the Revenues taken from 
the Clergy. So that in leſs than four Months 
there lay in the Port of Fluſhing a Fleet of 
Ships ready Rigg*d and Mann?'d, of a hundred 
and fifty Sail : and ſo continually did their 
courage and experience favour them at Sea, 
that for the ſpace of ten years, during which 
time they did incredible miſchief to the Spa- 
viards,they were never but once by them worſt- 
ed upon the ſalt water, : 


Among 
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Among other alterations made by the 
Prince, he order*d, that whereas anclently 
there were but ſix Cities which had right of 
Suffrage in the Srares, that is to ſay, Dorr, 
Harlem, Leyden, Delfe, Amſterdam,” and G oude, 
he added twelve more to'the fix, Rotterdam, 
Gorcum, Schedam, Schonove, the Brill "Mlkmaer, 


Horn, Enchyſen, Edam, Munikedim, Medom- 


blic, and Purmerend, to the end, that being 
oblig?d to him for ſo great an Honour, they 
might prove the more aftcCtionate to him In 


the Aſlembly of Eſtates. 


He alſo baniſhvd out of the Churches the 
Roman Ceremonies, by difference in Religion 


to render the People the more irreconcileable 


to the Spaniards And thus it was that the 
Prince of Orange, following the Prophetical 


Counſcl of Adwiral C oligny, got that footing 


in the Low-Courntries, which he maintain*d with 
that Prudence, Reſolution, and Vertuve, that 


all the Power of Spain could never afterwards 
remove him. 


But now the Duke of Alva having re-taken 


Mons, ſent his Son Duke Frederic de Toledo to 


recover the revolted Cities of Gzelders and Hol- 
land, To that purpoſe he made a dreadful 
example of Mechlin, for opening her Gates to 
the Prince of Orange. After thar, | he defeated 
the Marqueſs of Berghen, retook the Cities of 
Zutphen and Naerden, but he was forc'd to 


make a longer ſtay before Harlem. 


Wibald Riperda, a Gentleman of Frieſland, 


was Governour of this Town, and Duke Fre- 
"deric vow'd he would have no other Keys but 
'his Cannon: to let _ into the place. - The 
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Siege was bloody, and tedious; but the be-_ 
ſieged, at length, being reduc'd to the laſt ex- 
tremity, by an unmerciful Famine without 
example, which carry'd off no leſs then thirteen 
thouſand Perſons ; and all hopes of ſuccour be- 
ing loſt, upon the defeat of the Connt-de [a 
Marca, and the Baron of Battenburg, after a 
Siege of almoſt eight Months, was forc?d to 
ſurrender at diſcretion. The Spaniards hangd 
and drown'd for ſeveral days together, above 
two thouſand of the Inhabitants, among the 
reſt, the Miniſters, the chief Magiſtrates of 
the City, and the Commanders of the Garri- 
ſon. Kiperaa the Governour, and Lancelot, 
natural-Son to Count Breaerode, had their heads 
ſtruck off. 

But thcſe Cruelties were ſo far from doing 
the Sparrards any kindneſs, that they made the 
People more obſtinate in their reſiſtance in 0- 
ther places, ſo that they were repuls'd from 
the little City of Alkmaer, and the Prince of 
Orange at the ſame time, with ſo much the more 
eaſe {urpriz?d Gertrudenberg, which was no ſmall 
ſecurity to the City of .Dorr. 

On the other ſide, /£ddleburg,the Capital City 
of Zeland, with no leſs obſtinacy defended by 
Mondragono, after a Siege of two years, and 
the expence of ſeven Millions in vain attempts 
of the Spariaras to relieve it, was at length fſnr- 
render'd,. and reunited to the reſt of the Pro- 
vince, which, together with the utter over- - 


throw of the Spaniſh Fleet that was ſent to its 
relief, being all either ſtranded or fir!d, and 


the Admiral ſlain, in ſome meaſure made a- 
mends for the loſs of Harlem. 
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- intelligence of the Maſſacre of Paris, Then. 
if not a little aſtoniſh'd at ſo ſudden and dreadful 
| an accident, by which he had loſt the Admiral 
Chaſtillon, all the chiefeſt of his Frends, and all 
BH his hopes of any more ſuccour from Frazce, he 
| made one more effort to draw the Duke of Alva 
to a Conflict, before the news of the Maſlacre 
ſhould reach his Souldiers ears. But the Duke 
ſtil] keeping himſelf cloſe within his Trenches, 
and thence in ſafety battering the Town ; and 
the Prince on the other fide, afraid leſt the 
French Commanders, who wcre the chief ſtrength 
of his Army, ſhould deſert him upon notice of 
the Maſſacre, wrote to his Brother Lemwzs, to 
make an honourable compoſition for himſelf, 
and his: and ſo with ſlow marches retreated 
toward the Rhine; yet not without ſome loſs, 
and great hazard of his own Life. For 200 
ſelected Spaniſh Foot, and 800 Horſe, breaking 
into his Camp in the night time, had almoſt 
made their way, killing, and firing all before 
them, as faras his own Tent, where he was 
faſt in his firſt prefound ſleep ſo that had it 
[ not been for a little Dog which uſually lay ups 
1 on his Bed, that never left barking, and ſcratch- 
YH ing him by the face, til] he had wak'd him ; he 
had been in great danger of a ſurprize, But 
then, leaping out of his Bed, and perceiving 
the peril he was in, he made haſte to his men, 
| who were by this time coming to his reſcue ; 
and then the Sparzards pay?d for the raſhneſs of 
their attempt, being moſt of them cut off in 
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"8 their retreat. The Prince at Or/oy diſmiſs'd 
4 his Army, and thence petir'd through Overyſſcl 
 -: to Utrecht, and from thence into Holand and 

an | | Zeland ; 


Zeland; which were already prepar'd to receive 
him. For the States of Holland and Zeland 
aſſembling at Dort, / had in his abſence already 
acknowledg*d the Prince of Orange for their 
Governour, and had given their Oaths to 
Philip de Marnix, Lord of St. Aldegond, his Pro- 
curator, in the Prince's behalf, to ſtand by 
him with their Lives and Fortunes. 

Therefore ſo ſoon as he arriy?d 1n the Pro- 
vinces of Holland and Zeland, he confirm'd 
for his Lieutenant in North-Holland, other- 
wiſe calPd Wefifrieſland, Theodoric de Sonoy, a 
Gentleman of Frieſland; he made Charles Bo- 
zs/cor Governour of Vl#ſhing, and bis Brother 


Lewis Boiſcot Admiral, both Gentlemen of 


Bruſſels, who being both condemn'd by the 


Duke of Alva, fallow'd the Fortune of the 


Prince of Orange. 

The Prince however acted all things in the 
name of the States, tho? he had the full Power 
of the Government in his own hands (ſo 
great a confidence the People had in his Con- 
dyct: ) For from him they recely'd their Gar- 
riſons, Shipping, and Arms; he diſpogd of 


all publick Employments and Dignities, and 


beſtow?d and order'd the Revenues taken from 
the Clergy. So that in leſs than four Months 
there lay in the Port of Fluſhing a Fleet of 
Ships ready Rigg*d and Mann'd, of a hundred 
and fifry Sail : and ſo continually did their 


courage and experience favour them at Sea, 


that for the ſpace of ten years, during which 
time they did incredible miſchief to the Spa- 
niards,they were never but once by them worſt- 
ed upon the Talt water, : 
= Among 
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26 The Hi ſtory of 


Among other alterations made by the 
Prince, he order*d, that whereas anclently 
there were but ſix Cities which had right of 


Suffrage in the Srares, that is to ſay, Dort, 


Harlem, Leyden, Delfe, Amſterdam," and G oude, 
he added twelve more to the fix, Rotterdam, 
Gorcum, Schedam, Schonove, the Brill Alkmaer, 
Horn, Enchyſen, Edam, Munjkedam, HMedom- 
blic, and Purmerend, to the end, that being 
oblig*d to him for ſo great an Honour, they 
might prove the more affectionate to him In 
the Aſſembly of Eſtates. 

He alfo banifled out of the Churches the 
Roman Ceremonies, by difference in Religion 


to render the People the more irreconcilcable 


to the Spaniards And thus it was that the 
Prince of Orange, following the Prophetical 
Counſel of Adwiral C oligny, got that footing 
in the Low-Courntries, which he maintain?d with 
that Prudence, Reſolution, and Vertve, that 


all the Power of Spain could never afterwards 
remove him. 


But now the Duke of Alva having re-taken 
Mons, ſent his Son Duke Frederic de Toledo to 
recover the revolted Cities of Guelarrs and Hol- 
land, To that purpoſe he made a dreadful 
example of Mechlin, for opening her Gates to 
the Prince of Orange. After thar, | he defeated 
the Marqueſs of Berghen, retook the Cities of 
Zutpken and Naerden, but he was forc'd to 


make a longer ſtay before Harlem. 


Wibald Riperda, a Gentleman of Frieſland, 


was Governour of this Town, and Duke Fre- 
eric vow'd he would have no other Keys but: 
'his Cannon-to let him into the place. - The 


* Slege 
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Siege was bloody, and tedious; but the be- 
ſieged, at length, being reduc'd to the laſt ex- 
tremity, by an unmerciful Famine without 
example, which carry'd off no leſs then thirteen 
thouſand Perſons ; and all hopes of ſuccour be- 
ing loſt, upon the defeat of the Count -de [2 
Marca, and the Baron of Battenburg, after a 
Siege of almoſt eight Months, was forc?d to 
ſurrender at diſcretion. The Spaniards hangd 
and drown*d for ſeveral days together, above 
two thouſand of the Inhabitants, among the 
reſt, the Miniſters, the chief Magiſtrates of 
the City, and the Commanders of the Garri- 
ſon. Riperda the Governour, and Larcelor, 
natural-Son to Count Breaerode, had their heads 
ſtruck off. 
But thcſe Cruelties were ſo far from doing 
the Spariaras any kindneſs, that they made the 
People more obſtinate in their reſiſtance in 0- 
ther places, ſo that they were repuls'd from 
the little City of Alkmaer, and the Prince of 
Orange at the ſame time, with ſo much the more 
eaſe ſurpriz'd Gertrudenberg, which was no ſmall 


ſecurity to the City of Dore. 


On the other ſide, /4;adleburg,the Capital City 
of Zeland, with no leſs obſtinacy defended by 
Mondragono, after a Sjege of two years, and 


the expence of ſeven Millions in vain attempts 


of the Spariaras to relieve it, was at length ſar- 
render'd, and reunited to the reſt of the Pro- 


vince, which, together with the utter over- 
. throw of the Spaniſh Fleet that was ſent to its 


relief, being all either ſtranded or fir?d, and 
the Admiral ſlain, in ſome meaſure made a- 
mends for the loſs of Harlem. 
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 Alittle before this, the Duke of Alva and 
his Son were both recall*d out 'of the Low- 
Countries, and Lewis Requeſenes, great Com- 
mander of the Order of St. Fago, was ſent to 
ſucceed him : the King of Sparz being at length 
convinc*d, that cruelty and rigour did but ren- 
der the Netherlanders more obſtinately averſe tg 
his Government: 

Requeſenes had but an ill beginning, to be- 
hold that unfortunate Sea Engagement between 
the Prince of Orarge*s and the Spaniſh Fleet, 
wherein the Spamiards loſt ſo many Ships and 

Men. But he had better ſacceſs by Land to 
the vaſt prejudice of the Prince. For Count 
Lewis of Naſſau his Brother, having brought 
a fourth Army out of Germany of ſeven thou- 
ſand Foot, and four thouſand Horſe, was de- 
feated- near to NV:mmeghen, by Sancho & Avila, 
while the Germans, according to their uſual 
cuſtom, were all in mutiny, and demanding 
their Pay, inſtead of minding to defend their 
own Lives, and their General's honour. In. 
this Battel, or rather ſlaughter of the Naſo- 
vians, Count Lewis himſelf was ſlain, toge- 
ther with his Brother Count Herry, and Chri- 
Fopher Count Palatine. 

The Spaxzards, puft up with this ſucceſs, 
laid fiege to the City of Leyden, and had re- 
duc'd it to that extremity, that the People 
were ready to periſh for hunger ; yet ſuch 
was the obſtinacy of the Defendants, that they 
vow'd they would eat up their left arms after 
their Proviſions was ſpent, before they would 
deliver the Town. The Prince therefore be- 
ivg informy'd of their diſtreſs, by Pidgeons let 

Z looſe 
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looſe out of the Town, and finding that a 
deſperate Diſeaſe muſt have a deſperate Cure, 
order'd about two hundred Flat-Bottom?d 
Boats to be provided, of twelve, fourteen, and 
ſixteen Oars apiece, the biggeſt of which 
carry'd each of them two great Guns. Theſe 


were Mann'd with Seamen ſent for out of 


Zeland, and laden with Proviſions of all 
ſorts: and when all things were ready, the 
Hollanders made holes in the Damm, and 
ſlighted the Bulkwark raigd againſt the fury 
of the Salt and Freſh-water-Tides of the Yel/ 
and Moſe, by which means thoſe two great 
Rivers, together with the Sea it ſelf, being 
lett in upon. the level Land, overflow'd the 
Leaguer of the Spaniards, and cover?d the 
whole Country with ſuch a prodigious De- 


Ivge, that they who liv*d forty Miles off 


brought Supplies of Men and Victuals tb the 
Beſieged. So that the Spariaras after they 
had nail'd their Cannon, and ſunk them in 
the: Ditches, after four Months toyl were 
forc*d to raiſe their Siege ; not without great 
loſs of Men, being purſu'd by the Dutch in 
their Boats with long Grappling Irons, 
wherewith they drown'd or drew up Priſo- 
ners into their Veſlels, a conſiderable number 
_ of the Enemy. 

After this Deliverance, the Prince of Orange 


was recely'd into Leiden, as a Deity who had 


preſerv'd them from the hands of an Inhu- 
mane and Barbarous Adverſary. For they 
lookt upon him alone as the Inſtrument of 
their Preſervation : in regard, that tho? he 
would not proceed to the breaking of the 
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30 The Hiſtory of © 
Damm, without the Conſent of the States; 
yet he firſt propos'd ir: and having receiv? 
for anſwer, tho? they knew the damage 6 
ſhould receive thereby, That a Conntry dif- 
peopPd was better than a Country loſt, then 
he went forward with his Defign. And at 
the ſame time it was, to alleviate in ſome 
meaſure the ſufferings of the City, that he 
erected the Univerſity of Leyden, and en- 
dowd it with large Priviledges and Ampte 
Annual Revenues. EOS 
 Onthe other ſide Requeſenes, to recompence 
this loſs, about the ſame time made himſelf 
Maſter of Zuric-ſee; tho? neither he nor the 
Spamards long enjoy'd the Fruits of | his 
Conqueſt. For the Spaniards and Germans, 
knowing with - what Toyt 'and Labour they 
had obtain'd ſo great an Advantage, and un- 
derſtanding that Requeſenes was dead, grew 
Inſolent upon the ſcore of their ' Merits; de- 
manded their Pay with a more than ordt- 
nary Pride; and quitting Sche!de and Dove- 
land, which they had ſo lately conquer'd with 
ſo much Glory, while Zuric-ſee was guarded 
only with a few Walloons, ran up and down the 
Province of Brabant uncertain where to vent their 
Madneſs, till at length they fell upon aeftrick. 
and Antwerp it ſelf; both which Towns they 
Sack*d and Plunder'd, to the value of. four and 
twenty Millions; inſomuch that the Plunder of 
thoſe Cities was calPd the Fury of the Spaniards. 
And ſo inſupportable was this ſame Licentions 
Extravagance of theſe Foreign Mutineers, that 
thoſe Provinces, which till then had continu'd 
In their Obediefce to Kms Philip, . declar*d the 
Spaniards 
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William Prince of Orange. Jy 
Spariards Enemies to their King and Coun- 
fry, and call'd in the Prince of Oravge to 
their Stccour. And then it was that all the 
Provinces of the Netherlands, except Luxem- 
buroh enter?d into an Aſſociation of mutual 
Defence, and concluded that famous Treaty 
of Peace at Gaunt, in the Year 1576. wherein 
they folemnly ſwore to aſſiſt each other in 
the Delivery of their Country from Spariyſb 
Bondage. , In purſuance of which Treaty, the 
Caſtles. of Gaunt, Valenciennes, Cambray, 
Utrecht and Groning were demoliſh®d, and all 
Frieſland declar*d for the States. BE, 

To remedy theſe Diſorders, Don Fohn of Au- 
ftria was diſpatch'd into, the Netherlands to 
ſucceed Requeſenes, Who af firſt carry'd him- 
ſelf with great Mildneſs and Afﬀability. But 
the Prince .of Orange, whoſe foreſight always 
reach'd the bottom of . the Spanil, Deſigns , 
continually forewarn'd the Netherlanders, not to 
ſuffer themſelves to be deluded with the fair 
and gilded , Promiſes, which Don Fohn made 
them on the King's behalf; aſſuring them that 
Princes once provok*d might diſſemble for a 
time, .but never would forget the Injuries they 
receiy*d, but only till they had an Opportu- 
nity co revenge them.., = 

However they ſufter*d themſelves for a time 
to be ſootl'd by the perpetual Ed:#, made the 
17 of February in the Year 1577. between 
the States on the one part, and the King of 
Spain on the other ; at the Mediation of 
Rodolphus the Emperour, and the Duke of 
Cleaves and Fulicrs ; whereby the Treaty of 
Gaunt was ratity'd ; the holding of the States- 
General 
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j 32 The Hiſtory of 
| | General conſented to; and the departure of 
"i the Spaniards and Germans out of the Nether- 
Fill - lands decreed, with this further Clauſe, That 
itt | they ſhould leave all the Proviſion, Ammu- 
ll nitioa and Artillery behind them in all the 
"ny Places which they held. But the Prince of 
| Orange, together with the States of Holland 
and Zeland, proteſted againſt their Edi, 
alledging that many things, particularly ſach | 
Articles as concern'd Religion, were not * 
ſufficiently ReconciPd and Explain'd. : 
But no ſooner was Dor Fohn receiv'd with 
| great Pomp into Bruſſels, and ſetPd in his Go- | 
vernment, but the States found the Truth of 
the Prince's Admonitions ; as having diſ- 
Will eover'd by ſeveral Intercepted Letters writ= : 
Jil ten in Characters, and decipher*d by Phzl:p 
i de Marnix, that Don Fohn had Private Or- #® 
Will ders to ſteer another Courſe, which was to © 
"mn ruine both them and all their Adherents. *? 
Then opening their Eyes, they reſolv*d to 
--Bi oppoſe him by force of Arms. 
g W On the one ſide Don Fohn ſeiz?d upon the 
W |! Caſtle of Namur and Charlemont, recall'd the 
"8 Spaniſh and German Troops, and prepar?d for 
| 
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War. On the other ſide, the States demo- 
Wy. liſh'd the Caſtle of Antwerp, and join'd with 
"Mp the Prince of Orange, Who, coming to Breda 
"= with his third Wife Charlotta de Bourbon, 
ws was Invited by the States-General to revive 
._ their Hearts with his Preſence. To which 
F | end the Brrphers of Antwerp march'd forth 
"00 | of the Town a good way to meet him, and 
8 conducted him to their City, where the States- 
Wl General deputed the Abbots of Fillers and 
| Maroles, 


William Prince of Orange. 33 


4xroles, and the Barons of Freſin and Caprias 


to beſeech him to come with all ſpeed to Bruſſels; 
whither he went by Water in a Barge, the 
Burghers of . Antwerp marching on the one 


fide of the Carall, and the Burghers of Bruſſels 
on the other; and being receiv*'d into the 


City with great Pomp and the joyful Accla- 


mations of all the People , he was declar*d 


Governour of Brabant, and Superintendant of 


the Revenues of the Provinces. 
And here we are to obſerve, that tho” the 


Life of. this ſame Noble and Heroick Prince) 


ſeen?d upon many occaſions to be a kind of 
Proſecution of Adverſe Fortyne, enough to 
have ſunk a Reſolution leſs determin?d and 


undaunted then His, yet he had alſo fre- 
quently thoſe pleaſing Satisfactions of inward 
Joy and Content, with- which the moſt In- 


ſenſible and Self-denying Stoics, dare not deny 


themſelves to be ſometimes irreſiſtably affected, 
In the midſt of the Congratulations and happy 


Wiſhes of the People, whoſe Hearts and Af- 
tections they entirely poſſeſs. Whereas there 
are ſome Princes who have onely the Com- 
mand of their Subjects Bodies, not the leaſt 
of Charming Empire over their Souls, which 
Is the more Noble Part of Dominion. 0 
But in regard that Vertue ſeldom - fails 
of being envy'd; and that a High and Un- 
blemiſtd Reputation, is more malign'd than 
a tarniſh'd Popularity, this Magnificent Re- 
ception”of the Prince of Orange, together 
with the Authority which the States and 
People willingly ſurrender'd to his Illuſtrious 
Birth, his ſurpaſſing Prudence, his vaſt Expe- 
| D | rlence, 
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rience, and his extraordinary Merits, render*d 


him ſoon ſuſpefted to ſeveral Great Lords 
and Perſons of Qaality, of whom the chief 
were the Duke of Arſcor, the Marqueſs of 
Havrez, his Brother; the Count of Lalen, and 
his Brother the Baron of omigny, the Viſ- 


count of Gaunt, Count PEgmont, and ſeveral 


others. Who, jealous of his Grandeur, ſent 


away privately the Steur de Malſtede, to 


offer the Government of the Netherlands to 
the Arch-Duke Matthias, the Emperour Rodol- 
phus's Brother. And ſuch was the ſpeed which 
their Envoy made, and fo prelling his Impot- 
tanity to the Arch-Duke to make haſte, that 
he arrivd from Yiewma at Cologne, before it 
was known that he had been {cnt for. 

Thoſe Lords had a confident Conceit that 
they ſhould have all the Power of the Go- 
vernment under the Arch-Duke, as looking 
upon them to be the Authours of his Ad- 
vancement 3 and that at the ſame rime they 
ſhould be able to undermine and ruine the 
Authoricy of the Prince of Orange, by ſet- 
ting over him a Supcriour of that High Qua- 
lity. 


But the Prince of Orange, who well knew 


how to give way to Times and Seaſons, and 
to convert into Antidotes the Poiſons that 


were prepar*d for him, took no more notice 


of their Proceedings, then only to make a 
modeſt Complaint in ihe Aſſembly of Eſtates, 


that they had ſent for the Arch-Duke with- | 
out imparting to him a Reſolution of that | 
Importance; lince it had beea agreed that | 


nothing ſhould be concluded but by common } 


Conſeur, | 
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1 William Prince of Orangs JF 
| Conſent, more eſpecially ina Afﬀairs of ſo great 
; Concernment;' however that he would by no 
| means oppoſe either the Reception or Ad- 
vancement of the Arch-Duke. But after= 
' wards, having repgain'd to his Party the 
Count of Lal», who had the Chief Command 
| In the Srates Army, he prevaild fo far by 
his Addreſs and Prudent Behaviour, that the 
 Arch-Duke being made Governour upon 
certain Conditions, he himſelf was choſen 
Lieutenant General by the greateſt number 
of Voices in the General Aſſembly, and 
had the Chief Management of Afﬀairs under 
the Arch-Duke, by the voluntary permiſſion 
of a Perſon that underſtood his Extraordi- 
; nary Abilities. And thus did the Prince of 
Orange, by his admirable Prudence and good 
4 Conduct, cauſe that Storm to fall upon the 
' heads of his Enemies which they had raisd 
' for his Deſtruction. For the Duke of 4-/chor, 
the Head of the Conſpiracy againſt the 
Prince of Orange, was ſoon after Arreſted in 
the Capital City of his Government by . the 
Steur de Rihoue, a Favourite of the Prince's : 
And that he might be the more ſenſible of 
his Misfortune, his beſt Friends, the Biſhops 
| of Tpres and Bruges, together with the Szewrs 
1 Raſſinguem and Seuvequem, with ſeveral other's 
z of his Creatures were arreſted at the ſame 
= time. | 
4 On theother ſide, Dor Fohn of Auſtria, being 
Z now declar*d the Publick Enemy of theCountryz 
q ſent for the Spariſh and /tal;an Souldiers, which 
; had left the TVerherlands in purſuance of the 
J. perpetual Egict, with a great number of 
q IN 2 Germans, 
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[111188 Germans, and at Gemblours defeated the Ar 
1088 =} my of the S:atcs Commanded by the Szeur 


de Goignie, In the abſence of the Count de 
_ Lalin, and the Principal Officers, then revel- 
ling at a Wedding at Brufſels. _ 
However this loſs was 'foon after recom 
penc?d by the Surrender. of th Famous City 
of Amſterdam, which was united to the 
b | Body of Holland elght days after the 
Z Defeat. | 
| Nevertheleſs Don John, ' puft up with his 
o ſucceſs at Gemblours, march'd with: a nume- 
rous Force to attacque the Army of the 
States at R:menant near Mechlin, hen Com- 
manded by the Count of Boſſur. But he. 
found that wary General ſo well provided | 
to receive him, that he was forc'd to retreat | 
in confuſion with conſiderable loſs. Inſomuch 
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119 that tho? Boſſut were highly commended for * 
Wi his caution at the beginning of the Battel, 


d; he was no leſs tax'd for loſing the opportu- | 
11'S nity of purſuing the retreating Enemy with | 
18 all his Forces, which ſpoild the concluſion * 
of his Victory. q 

In the mean time, the Stat « General Des- | 
creed a Toleration of both Religions in the |} 

Provinces; which was calPd the Peace of Re- | 
ligion, But this Peace not being approv?d 
by all the Confederates, - produced a Third 
Party, which was calld the Party of the | 
Aale-Contents; oft which number were the | 
Baron of Montiony, the Viſcount of Gaunt, þ 

Valentine de Pardicu, the Baron of Capre.:s, and 

others. By whoſe means the Provinces of : 
HBlainault and Arthojs teturnd to their Ohe- # 

' Gience | 
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 . dience to the Spariard, notwithſtanding all 
. | the Remonſtrances of the Szates-General, as 
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well by their Letters, as by the Mouths of 
their Commillioners. 

Nevertheleſs the States having reinforc'd 
their Armies out of Germany, ſent ſeveral 
Propoſitions to Doz John; amongſt the reſt, to 
deliver the Government of the MNerherlands 
to the Archduke Matthias, upon the ſame 
Conditions to which they had already ſworn ; 
as allo that the Province of Limburg, and 
what-ever he had taken either by force or 
ſurrender in Haynault and Brabant, ſhould be 
reſtor®?d to the States. But in the midſt of 
theſe Tranſactions, Dor Fohn, no leſs ſick in 
Mind then in Body, as believing himſelf to 
be ſuſpetted in the Sparh Court, upon the 
death of his Secretary Eſcovedo, ſuppos?d to 
be poyſon'd in Spain, departed this Life in 
the Camp at Namur, to whom ſucceeded 4- 
lexander Farneſe, Duke of Parma; who by 
his obliging behaviour, and the large Promi- 
ſes which he made them, greatly encreas'd the 
Number of the Malecontents, and weaken'd 
the Confederacy of the States. 

But the Prince of Orange more vigilant, 
much abous the ſame time, that is to ſay, 
upon the 22. of Faruary, 1579. lay'd the 
firſt Corner-ſtone of the Republick of the Low- 
Countries, by the ſtrict Union which he made 
at Utrecht, between the Provinces of Guelders, 
Lutphen, Holland, Zeland, Frieſland and the 
Ommelands, conſiſting of five and twenty Ar- 
ticles, of which the chiefeſt Heads were, That 
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33 The Hiſtory of 
the Provinces ſhould joyn in mutual Aſſiſtance 
againſt the common Enemy, and neither treat 
of Peace or War, but by a general Cocſcng, 
yet without pr<judice to the Priviledges or 
Cuſtoms of any of the Provinces. This Aſſo- 
Clation was call'd the Treaty of Utrecht, becauſe 
made and ratify'd in that City. Where the 
Governours of ths Provinces and the Srates, 
to ſhew that a ſtrict Union was necellary for 
their preſervation, aſſum'd for their Deviſe, 
the words of Meicipſa in Saluſt, Concordia pars 
ve res creſcunt, 
Not long after, the Prince of Orange, per- 
ceiving the ſtrength of the Srares-Gereral dai- 
ly to decay, by reaſon they were deſerted by 
ſome of the Provinces, and teveral of their 
own Body, who had made their Peace with 
the King of Spain, through the attive perſwa- 
ſions of the Duke of Parma, laid their con- 
dition before them; which he ſhew?d them 
to be ſuch, that they could never be able to 
ſubſiſt againit ſo potent an Adverſary, by 


reaſon ,of their want of Power, ſo that either 


they muſt be forced to reconcile themſelves 
with Spain, which he could never adviſe them 
to do; ſince there was no ſecurity in ſuch an 
Accommodation, either for their Lives or 
their R<lizton; or elſe to make choice of ſome 
Neighbouring Prince to be their Lord, and 
Protector ; for which purpoſe, he could think 
of none more proper, then the Duke of An- 
Jo# and Alengon, the only Brother of Ferry, 
the Third, King of Frazce. 

This Propoſal being approv'd, Philip Har- 
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William Prznce of Orange. 39 
nix, and certain other Commiſſioners, were 
ſent into France, where in a ſhort time they 
concluded a Treaty with the Duke of 
Alencon , wherein it was agreed, That the 
States of Holland, Zealand, Brabant, Flanders, 
Utrecht and Frieſland ſhould acknowledge him 
for their Soveratgn. Upon condition that he 
ſhould make no Alteration in Matters of Re- 
ligion, and preſerve the Priviledges of the 
Provinces. That he ſhould aſſemble the States- 
General once a year, tho” if they thought it 
convenient to meet oftner, they might do it 
of themſelves. "That he ſhould not diſpoſe of 
any Imployments or Preferments in the Go- 
vernment, without the Conſent of the States; 
and that if he ſhould go about to violate the 
Priviledges of the Provinces, or any thing 
contain'd in the preſent Treaty, he ſhould for- 
feit his Soveraignty, and that they ſhould be 
at Liberty, being abſolv'd from their Oachs 
to Him, to chuſe another Soveralgn. 

Thereupon the Arch-Dake, perceiving there 
was no more need of him in the Netherlands, 
in regard they ſought a more Powerful Pro- 
tection then he could afford them, took his 
leave, and retir*d into Germany, tho? not with 
out large acknowledgments from the States 
of his Favours, and ſeveral Preſents as mag- 
nificent as their Condition at that time would 
afford. 

In the mean time the Prince of Orange usd 
the utmoſt of his diligence to haſten the March 
of the Duke of Alencon; well knowing how 
much it concern'd tum, at ſuch a Conjuntture, 
D 4 to 
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to be ſupported by the preſence of ſo conz 
{iderable a Prince. More eſpecially in regard 
that the ſame year, 1580. the King of Spair 
had publiſh'd . a moſt bloady Proſcription a- 

ainſt him; wherein after he had upbraided 
ny with the Favours which the Emperour 
Charles the fifth had heap*d upon him, he re- 
proach*d him with the moſt opprobrious Names 
of Ingrateful Rebel, Diſturhber of the Publick. 
Peace, Heretick, and Hypocrite : CalPd him Cair, 
Fudas, a Man of a ſear?d Conſcience, Impious, 
and Sacrilegrous, Perjurd, Author of all the 
Troubles in the Low-Conntries, and the Peſt of 
Humane Kind. After that the King declar'd 
him Out-law'd, and gave his Eſtate, his Bo- 
dy and Life to any Perſon that could make 
himſelf Maſter of either. Promiſing upon the 
word of a King, and a Servant of God, a 
Reward of five and twenty thouſand Crowns 
to him that could. bring him dead or alive 


into Spain; together with impunity for all - 


the Crimes that ever th:y committed ; and if 
they were not already Noble, to confer No- 
bility unon them and their Heirs, 

In anſwer to which, the Prince made along 
Apology, wherein he gave a particular Re- 
ply to every particular Paragraph of the Pro- 
ſcription. Which when he had finiſh*d, he 
caus'd it to be read in a full Aſſembly of the 
Srates-General, {nd indeed the Prince of Orange 
ſeen?d to be deſirous that the Srares would 
have caus'd it to have been printed in their 
own Names. But ſome of the Provinces deem'd 
it not ſo proper, in regard 1t ſeem'd to be 
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William Prince of Orange. A4r_ 
too ſevere and picquant, and for that they 
were no way privy to ſeveral Miſcarriages 
therein imputed to the King. However they 
declar?d by a publick Act, that the Prince was 
wrongfully accus'd, and that it was only upon 
their moſt earneſt Importunity, that he had 
accepted of the Government, and ofler*d him 
a Troop of Horſe, at the Publick Charge for 
the Guard of his Perſon ; beſeeching him to 
perſevere in the maintenance of their Liber- 
ty, and promiſing all Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion to his Commands and Counſels, which 
they acknowledg'd to have no other aim, but 
their ſafety and preſervation. 

But if the Prince had reaſon to be troubPd 
at this dreadful Proſcription, he had no leſs 
/ Reaſon to be afflicted for the ſurprize of Bre- 
' - da; which together with the Territory round 
about it, was no ſmall part of his Paternal 
Inheritance; a particular loſs to himſelf, and 
a Damage no leſs conſiderable to the Pub- 
lick. Nevertheleſs it was no ſmall alleviat- 
on of his Grief, to hear that the Duke of 
Alengon was upon his March with fourteen 
thouſand Horſe and Foot to the relief of Cam- 
bray, then beſieg'd by the Duke of Parma, 
who upon the News, was forc'd to raiſe his 
Siege. Beſides that he ſaw himſelf in ſome_ 
meaſure reveng?d upon the Profcription it telf. 
For upon Intelligence of the Duke of Anjou's 
Advancement, the States d=clar'd the Sove- 
raignty of the King of Spazr over the Low- 
Countries to be forteited, broke his Seals, and 
decree'd that he ſhould be ro longer ac- 
knowledg'd for their Prigce. Nor were rhey 
: at 


wi 4 The Hiſtory of 


at all daunted at the taking of Tournay at 
the ſame time, which the Duke of Parma 
wreſted from the vigorous Defence of Madam 
Maria de 1a Lin, Princeſs of Eſpinoy, and Siſter 
to the Baron of ontigny; a Lady that with 
a Maſculine Valour, for the encouragement 
of others, expos'd her ſelf during the Siege 
to ſo much danger, that ſhe was ſhot in the 
= Arm with a Muſqnet Bull: t, 
'" After this, the ſharp Seaſon caufing a kind 
ll of Ceſſation of Arms, the Duke of Alengor 
made a ſtepinto Ergland; from whence, after 
ſplendid Entertainments, and a conſiderable 
'"_ Sum of Money for his Low-Country Voyage, 
ll | he ſet Sail in the depth of Winter, and Land- 
if ed at Fluſhing, and thence walk*d a foot to 
as 1:1ddteborough, where he was met by the Prince 
[i of Orange 2nd the Prince of Efpinoy, by whom 
"  _ he was conducted to Antwerp, where he was 
| if receiv'd with all im2ginable Pomp and Mag- 
_ nificence ; and where, being by the Prince of 
bi: O-arce himſelf inveſted with the Ducal Bor- 
| i me: 2nd Aantle of Crimſon Velvet, lin*d with 
"= Ermi:s, he took his Oath, in preſence of the 
States, and Magiſtrates of the City, and an 
infinite Mn]titude of people that throng'd to 
fee 2 fight ſo extraordinary, regularly to 
cbſerve the Treaty concluded with him, and 
the Privilcdges of the Country, and not to Go- 
vera afier his own will and pleaſure, but 
according to Equity and Juſtice : Which done, 
the States and Magiſtracy of Antwerp gave 
hin: their Oaths of Fidelity and Obedience, 
as their Soveralgn Prince. 
But all this publick ſplendour of Joy and 
, Triuwph, 


William Pryce of Orange. 43 
Triumph, was ſoon overcaſt with Clouds of 
Grief and Lamentation, by reaſon of an un- 
fortunate Accident that b:fell the Prince of 

| Orange, For the Proſcription having promis?d 
ſo large a Reward, Money, the Poyſon of 
the Soul, had already. infected the minds of 
ſeveral Hungry Villains, and fet them at work 
to merit the Price of. Princely. Blood. The 
firſt of theſe was one Favregny a Beſcayner, 
who, watching his Opportunity, with a Piſtol 
laden with a ſingle Buller, ſhot the Prince 
under the Right Ear, fo that the Bullet went 
out at his'left Cheek, and brake ſome of his 
Teeth, as It paſs'd through his Mouth. At 
firſt the French were thought to have com- 
mitted the Fa&t ; but the Aſſaſſme being killd 
by the Halbardeers of the Prince's Guard, and 
certain Papers found in his Pocket, by which 
he plainly appear'd to be a Spaniard, the 
> People that had taken Arms to revenge the 
Fact upon the French, were appeas'd, and re- 
tir?d well ſatisfy'd to their Houſes. The 
Prince of Orange alſo, notwithſtanding the 
extremity of his Pain, wrote with his own 
hand to the Magiſtrates of Antwerp, to let 
them know the 4ſaſſinate was ſet on by the - 
Spaniards, 
Ir tis not to be expreſs'd how cextraordi- 
nary, and how untyerſal, the Grief and La- 
mentation of that great City was, upon: the 
Princes being wounded. The Magiſtrates 
commanded publick Faſts : The People would 
not ftir from the Churches, but with conti- 
nual Supplications implor?d his cure. And 
when the danger was over, with no leſs 2 
- 4 they 
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they employ'd their Devotions in returning 


thanks to God, for the Recovery of the Fa- 


ther of their Country.  - 

So ſoon as the Prince was in a Condition 
to ſtir abroad, the Duke of Azjoz took him 
along to Gaunt and Bruges, where was diſ- 
cover?'d another Conſpiracy againſt the Per- 
ſons of both. The Chief in this Conſpira- 
cy was one 1\Vicholas Salcede a Spaniard, who 
confeſt he had receiyd four thouſand Crowns 
from the Duke of Parma, to murder the 
Dake of 40 and the. Prince of Orange, by 


 Poyſon or any other way. And Francis Ba- 


24 an Italian, one of his Accomplices, being 
appreheaded, confeſſed the ſame thing ; but 
before he was carry'd to Execution, kilPd 
himſelf, to avoid the Tortures prepar*d for 
his puniſhment. Salcede was carrid to Paris, 
and there drawn with four Horſes upon the 


GYeve, 


Youthful Roboam, who loſt himſelf by follow- 


| Ing the Dictates of his young Adviſers, miſ- 


guided by {ervagues, St. Arignan, Rochepot, and 
fereral other raw heads that over-ruPd him, 
and neglecting to conſult the Prince of Orange, 
the Duke of Aontperfier, the Count de Laval, 
and others that were able to have given him 
better inſtructions, contrary to his Oath, and 
in defiance of all the Laws of Juſtice, took a 
Reſolution to ſeize upon the principal places 
of - the Netherlands, as Dunkirk,, Dendermond, 
Bruges and Antwerp 1t ſelf, all in one day; 
not enduring the High Authority of the Prince 
of Ornz2e, nor to þe a Soveraign only in mow. 
F : WwIl 
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But now the Duke of Arjou in imitation of 
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with a power ſo ſtritly limited ; pretending 
for his. juſtification, that the People of Anewerp 
had ſurrounded his Palace to kill him ; and 
that by ſuch a revolt they had diſcharg'd him 
of his Oath. To this purpoſe, he ſeiz?d upon 
Dendermond, "Dunkirk, _d other places, but 
faild of Bruges and Antwerp, where the Ci- 
tizens behav*d themſelves with that reſolution, 
that the French within were {lain in ſach heaps 
before the Gates, that they without could not 
enter to their relief, 

Thereupon the Duke of Anjou reſtor?d 
thoſe places of which he had <7Y himſelf 
Maſter, and returning into Frazce, dy*d at his 
Caſtle of Chaſtear-Thierry for very vexation and 
anguiſh of mind, 

The Flemmings were of opinion, that the 
Prince of Orange had correſponded with 
the French for the ſurprize of Antwerp, ' and 
his Enemies made uſe of that falſe ſuggeſtion 
to leſſen his reputation, ' which was ſomewhat 
impaired by his fourth Marriage with Loxsſe 
de Coligny., The Prince therefore perceiving 
that the Szates Party grew weaker and weaker 
every day in the Walloon Provinces, retir*d into 
Holland, where he thought himſelf more ſecure, 
and leſs exposd tothe attempts of ſuperſtition, 
and the Proſcription Rewards againlt his Per- 
ſon, and made choice of the City of Delph 
for the place of his Reſidence, where his 
Princeſs bare him his laſt Son, nam'd Henry 
"as Grandfather to his preſent High- 
neſs 

Having thus to his immortal Honour, by 
hs many Glorious Acts of Prudence and Re- 

ſolution, 


\a8 _ The Hiſtory of 
Wl. | ſolution, enfranchis'd ſo great a part of his 
| Country from Thraldom to the Spar 


{ cruelty; 
it was no wonder that the People jo univer- 
ſally lamented his being aſſaſſinated in the one 
and fiftieth year of his Age. For then ic was, 
that Balthaſar Guerard, born at Yillefans, in 
the County of Burgwnady, either ſpurr'd on by 
the Proſcription Encouragements, 'or out of a 
vain hope of gaining Heaven, by ridding the 
World of an Enemy to the King and the Ca- - 
tholic Religion, took his opportunity as he 
was riſing from Dinner, at his Palace in 
 Deff, to diſcharge a Piſtol into his Body, 
laden with three Bullets; of which wounds 
he fell down dead immc<diately, without ha- 
ving time to utter any more then only theſe 
words, in the preſence of his afflicted Lady, | 
and his Siſter the Counteſs Schwartsbourg, 
Lord have mercy on my Soul, and this poor 
People. £1 
The Murderer had inſinuated himſelf into 
the knowledge of the Prince, under the name 
 _—_ of Francis Guyon, the Son of Peter Guyon of 
Wo of Beganſon, who had ſuffer'd for his Reli- 
"a Sion. He was never without the F7ngonot 
= Pſalms, and the new Teſtament in his hands, 
' and would ſtill be ſure to be in view of the 
Fn Prince at all the Sermons that were preach'd 
088 before him. By which means he had ſo wrought 
himſelf into the Prince's favour, that he <n- 
truſted him with ſeveral Diſpatches to ſeveral 
places whither he had occaſion to ſend. And 
and at the very time when he committed the 
Aſſaſſination, he was attendin; for a Paſs from 


the Prince to ſome Province wiither he had 
deſign'd 
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; | defign'd him. He was not above two and 
| Twenty years of age, and yet his reſolution 
' in the midſt of the tortures of his puniſh- 
' ment, was no leſs then his daring boldneſs 
to undertake the Crime. | 
| Thus fell the Iltuſtrious William of Vaſe. * 
\ .. ſan, Prince of Orange; aPerſon, in whom 
concurr?d a ſolid Judgment, to undertake fa 
| | great and difficult a Work; a Courage un- 
_ |  parallePd to carry it on, and a Conſtancy al- 

* moſt incredible to bring it to paſs : mavere all 

' the formidable Puiſſance of Spazr, and the in- 
teſtine Treacheries of thoſe that in Crowds 
oppos?'d his generous deſigns. Therefore it 
was that both the Srares and People, who had ſo 
often in their moſt dire extremities experienc*d 
| his Prudence, his Conſtancy, his Magnanimity, 
Equity, Paticnce, and Moderation ; Vertues, 
that perhaps ſo many together never met in 
any one ſingle Morial, bewail'd his death, as 
the greateſt loſs that ever could have befaPa 
thein in this World; and to the end they 
might teſtify the reality of their grief, no- 
thing was thought too Great or Royal to ſo- 
leinniſe the Powp of his Funeral. 

He was a Perſon of a goodly Stature ; 
ſwarthy of Complexion, his hair enclining 
to a Cheſnut colour, he ſpoke but little, 
chought much; but what he utter?d, was all 
to the purpoſe, and pais'd for Oracular. No 
man in ail the Low-Countries more hbſpitaple, 
or that kept a more ſplendid Table, even in 
the time of Charles the Fir : his Houſe be- 
ing always open for the entertainment of all. 
Foreign Princes and Embaſſadors. Which 
ſurpaſſing 
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ſurpaſſing generoſity of bis, together with a 


peculiar art that he had of winning upon the 
affeftions of men, gain'd him an mnniyer ſal 
Friendſhip and eſteem. Not that he ſtoop'd to 
the low forms of Complement, and common 

rofeſlions of Courtſhip, wherewith now a-days 
Men honourably mock one another; but 
ſhewing himſelf neither ſparing nor prodigal 
of his Courtſhip, ſo diſcreetly. expended his 
words, that menof judgment well might think 
he reſerv'd more for action. Among the 
common People ſo affable and: familiar, that 
he ſeldom put on his hat in the Streets, 
where mulritudes of all Ages and Sexes would 
be always crowding to ſee him. More par- 


ticularly it is reported of him, that as he was 


paſling along a-foot in one of the Cities of 


Holland, hearing a noiſe in an ordinary 
Tradeſman's houſe, and underſtanding that 
the Man and his Wile were at variarfte, he 
enter?d, and having patiently heard the Cauſe 
of the diſpute, exhorted them to be friends, 
with an affability beyond compare. Upon which, 
both Parties being reconciPd, the Man of the 
Houſe ask*d him if he would taſte of his Beer;to 
which the Prince anſwer'd, Yes. The drink. 
being come, the Man drank to the Prince firſt, 
in a blew Jugg, and then filling it again, af- 
ter he had wip'd off the froth with the palm 
of his hand, preſented the Jugg to the Prince, 
who pledg'd him heartily, and ſo went his 
way. And indeed it was his uſual {ayIng, 
when his Friends tax'd him of being too ſa- 
miliat, That there could be nothing cheaper bought 
then the gogd word of the People, which coſt ae 

only 


only the putting off his Hat, or a little frexgeſs. 
of behaviour. 

He had four Wives ; of which the firſt was 
Ann a"Eomont, the Daughter of Maximilian 
PEgmont Count of Buren and Leerdam,a wealthy 
Heireſs, whom he eſpous'd by the favor of 
Charles the Fifth. By her he had Philip William 
Prince of Orange, and a D-ughter nam'd 4a- 
rie-de Naſſau, Marry*d afterwards to Philip 
Count de Hohenlo, who af'er the unexpected 
aſlaſſination of the Prince, when all the Con- 
federate Provinces were under a ſtrange con- 
ſternation, generouſly withſtood the efforts of 
the Spamards, and reviv*d the drooptng ſpirits 
of the Hollanders, | 

His ſecond Wife was Ann of Saxony, the 
Daughter of Maurice the famous Elector of 
Saxony, who made head againſt Charles the 
Fifth. By her, he had the Renowned Count 
Maurice, of whom we ſhall have ſufficient occa- 
ſton to ſpeak ; and a Daughter nam*d Emilia of 
Naſſau, Marry'd to Emanuel, Son of Anthony 
King of Portugal. 

His third Wife was Charlotta de Bourbon, 
of the Houſe of onrperſier ; by whom he had 
ſix dar. -vangig 

. Fuliana de Naſſau Marry*d to Frederic the 
F DaweK Elector Palatin, Father of Freaterrc the 
firſt elected King of Bohemia. 

2. Elizabeth de Naſſau, Marry*d to Henry de 
Is Tour, Duke of Bowillon, ſo much renown'd 
in the Wars of Henry the Fourth. 

3. Catherina Belgica, Marry'd to Philip Lewz:, 
Count of Hanaw. 


4. Charlotta Brabantina, the Wife of C lau- 
E djs, 
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_ dius, Duke of Tremouille and Thowars, and Count 
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de Laval. 


5. Charlotta Flanarina de Naſſau, who, torn- 


ing Roman Catholic, dy'd Abbeſs of Same 


Croix 1n Poitiers, 

6. Emilia de Naſſau, Marry'd to Frederic 

Caſimir, a Branch of the Houſe of Deux Ponts, 
calld Dake of Lansberg. 
His Fourth and lait Wife, was Loi/a de 
Colligny, the Relict of Monſieur de 7eligny, and 
Daughter to the Great Admiral Ch4ſtillor ; 
by whom he had that Renowned Captain Henry 
Frederic Prince of Orange; of whom more in 
due place. 
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Prince of Orange. 


| 

HIS PRINCE was the Godſon of 
King Philip the Second; and when 
Prince Will:am his Father was com- 
pelPd to take up Arms in his own defence, 
he was a Student at Lovain, where, among 
other priviledges which that Univerſi ty en- 
joys, It is not lawful to apprehend, or arreſt 
any perſon for any Crime what ever It be. Ne-- 
yertheleſs, Fohn FVargas, a Spaniard, attend- 
ed by a party of Souldiers of the ſame Na- 
tion, tqok him by force out of a Sanctuary 
fo Sacred, notwichſtanding all the Proteſta-_ 
tions of the Rector of the Univerſity to the 
Contrary. 

The Prince of Orange his Father alſo made 
loud complaints of this breach, and violation 
of Priviledges, in publick Writings; wherein 
he ſet forth the cruelty © of the Spaniards; 
whoſe Tyranny was ſo exhorbitant, that: no 
Laws, or Immunities, nor innocency of Age 
were able to reſcue any perſon whatever from 
their injuſtice. 

This Young Prince was carry*d 1nto Nos 
at thirteen Years of Age, and immur*d in 
Caſtle i In the Country, where he was debarr%d 

EI the 
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the benefit of all manner of Education, and 
where he ſpent the,greateſt- part of his Life, 
In playing at Cheſts with his Keeper; till after 
thirty Years Impriſonment , he was allow*d 
a little more Liberty. 

He was a Prince of Excellent Natural 
Parts, and being carry?d Young into Sparr, 
retaind the Roman Catholick Relioion, Which 
was the Reaſon, that the Spaniards to juſtifie 
their illegal Detention of his Perfon, alledgd 
that it was done to preſerve him from the 
Venome of Hereſie. 

Daring his Impriſonment , the Captain 
that guarded him, preſuming to talk ſcurri- 
louſly of Prince Will;am his Father, the Ge- 
nerous Son, not able to brook the Arrogance 
of his Jaylour, took him about the middle, 
threw him out at the Window, and broke 
his Neck. Various were the Opinions of 
King Philip's Council, what was to be done in 
a caſe ſo extraordinary ; but at length Indul- 
gence and Mildneis prevaiPd. The rather, 
tor that Gabriel Oſorio, a Young Gentleman, 
who was preſent at che. Fact committed, gave 
a Relation 1n favour of the Prince, and told 
the Council that the Captain had faild in his 
reſpect to a Perſon of his Quality ; ard 
therefore that his Death was but an At- 
tonement due to his juſt Reſentment. Which 
Was an Obligation luckily lay'd upon a Grate- 
ful Prince : for after that, he alwales pre- 
ferr'd Oſorio near his Perſon, and did him 
ſeveral remarkable kindneſſes. 

At length King Philip, either compaſlic- 
nating his tedious Captivity, or weary of pu- 

 niſhing 
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niſhidg- an Innocent Son, for [the pretended 
_ Tranſgreſſions of his Father; or rather hoping 


that his Liberty would create jealouſie and 
diſcord between the Brothers of Orange (as 
the eſcape of Monſieur de GwiJe had done, 
among the Heads of the League) reſoly'd at 


laſt to releaſe him. 


But then Prince Manrice made it zppear, 
how much his Soul was elevated above the 


Temptations of Intereſt, For he ſurrender'd 


to his Brother tie Enjoyment of all his De- 
means, of which he was then in Poſl:ſſhon; as 
of Breda and of other places ; tho? for fear 
of rendring himſelf ſuſpeted to the States, 
he forbore to viſit him in Perſon, and only 


tender'd him his Reſpefts from time to time 


by Perſons deputed. 

Prince Phil:-p came into Flanders with Arch- 
Duke Albert, who in a ſhort while after 
ſent him back into Spain to attend upon, 
and conduct into the Netherlands his Bride 
and Spouſe that was to be, the Infanta 1/a- 
bella, to whom King Philip had given in 
Dowry, tne Soveraignty of the Seventeen 
Provinces. All Europe ſtood amaz'd, that 
the Son of a Perſon ſo odious to Spar 
ſhould be made choice of for an Employ- 
ment ſo highly Honourable, which could not 
be conferr'd upon him without an extraor- 
dintry teſtimony of Eſteem and Confidence. 
After that, he liv'd at the Court of Bruſſels 
with the Arch-Dukes of Flanders. For the 
States of the United Provinces, had conceiv'd 
ſuch a diſtruſt of him by Reaſon of that 


E mployment, and for that the King of Spar 
E 3 had 
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ll had reſtor'd him to all his Demeans in the | 
E | Spaniſh Low-Countries and in Franche Conte, 
| | that they would not permit him ſo much as | 
fl. to Viſir, much leſs reſide In their Pro- 
8 vinces ; tho? he earneſtly labour'd and de- 
[il | fird it. : 
He Marry?d the Siſter of the Prince of 
[| | Conde, Eiconora de Bourbon, a Lady of great 
MW! Vertae, but had no Children by her. How- 
ever by vertue of this Match with a Firft 
Princeſs of the Blood, he was reſtor'd 
to the Poſſeſſion of his Principality and Caſtle 


of Orange. 
F-. He cy?d of the Hamorrhoids at Bruſſels, 


in the Year 1618. leaving Count Maurice 
the ſucceeding Heir as well to his Title as 
to his Territories. 
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Prince of Orange. 


HIS GREAT CAPTAIN be- 
came a real Exception to the Proverb, 


which tells us, That the Sons of Hero's are 


uſually Perſons of little worth. For tho? he 
were the Son of a moſt Excellent Father, that 
has left b:hind him an Immortal Honour, he 
not only equaPd him in Prudence and large 
neſs of Soul, but ſurpaſs'd him in Military 
Knowledge, and Fortunate Atchievements. If 
the Father for twenty years together were 
the Chief Diſcourſe of Exrope; the Son for 
above thirty Years together, made a greater 
noiſe in the World ,, than all the Crowned 
Heads of Ezrope together. For from the Year 
1554 that he began to Act, till the' Year 1625. 
that he dy'd, all men ſpoke with wonder and 
Aﬀtouihment of Prince Maurice, as one that 
was without controul, allow'dto be- one of the 
greateſt Captains ever known in Hiſtory. While 
he was yet but very Young, that the World 
might know the eazer defire which he had), 
to trace the Glorious F ooiſteps of his Father, 

he aſlum'd for his Device, the Trunk of a 


Tree ſaw'd off two foot above the Root; from 


whence ſprung up a ſingle: Scion, Lively and 
E 4 | Flou- 
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Flouriſhing, and as it were haſtening to grow 

vP ito another Tree, with this Jdorro, Tan- 

dem .fit ſurculus Arbor, | 5% 
And indeed Prince MAURICE was fur- 
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niſh*'s with a large ſtock of Courage and Con- | 
ſtancy at the Ape of Seventeen Years, at what | 


time h: was call'd to the Government of 


Affairs, upon the Dcath of his Father. For 
he was no way caſt down, to behold the Tor- 
rent of Alexander Farneſes Proſperity, who 
carry'd all before him, by the rapid Conquelts 
of Bruges, Gaunt, Dendermond, Deventer, Ni- 
menghen, Graves, and Antwerp it ſelf, after a 
Siege that was then Jookt upon to be the won- 
der of the Age, by ſtopping up the Mouth 


of the Schelat, and bridling in the Sea with | 


a Damm, which all thought to have been im- 


pollible. Nor was he any more daunted at the 


*ſtrange Confuſions and Diforders which then 


overwhelm?d the Commonwealth, through the 
Haughty Conduct of the Earl of Le:fter, whoſe 
inſupportable Pride and inordinate Ambition, 
did the Low-Countries more prejudice, than all 
the Summs of Money and Forces which he 
brought to their Succour, did them good. 
For four Years together, the Republick 1a- 
bour?d under dreadful Extremities, and no 
man could believe that ſo young a Prince could 


ever unravel ſuch a twiſted Spindle of Diſor- | 


der and Confuſion, or cure ſo many pernicious 


' Palfies in the State, begot by the practices of 


Spain, or the Ireachery of the Earl of Zeri- 
ceſtar's Creatures. But as all worldly Af- 
fairs never obſerve the ſame Station, but are 
alwates rowling in a perpetual a+ 

tne 


_ «. a FY edits 
N wh. * -” «< Y x + hl SE 4 * 
12% #5 LEST eo -"ah * WES TL if 
C Mo : » oy i »# kr gp ? - [ $ % FL, * MAS +” Cftgnd 
+ & "5 > SiS + Sr ” Af Wc 
34 5 ” 5c ey TY 27; th 


William Prince of Orange. +57 
the ſame Good Fortune that had favour*d for 
ſo long time the Duke of Parma?s Enter- 
priſes, of a ſudden turn'd to Prince Haurice's 
ſide. For after the total deſtruftion of ther 
Invincible Armado, delign'd to devour all Erg- 
land and the Low-Conntries at once, follow'd 
the entire loſs of the Duke of Parma's Re- 
. putation, while Prince A4anrice forc'd him to 
riſe from the Siege of Berghen up Zom, to his 
Eternal Ignominy. 

After which good Fortune, for the ſpace of 
twenty Years until the Truce, the Prince was 
ſtill attended with Victory, recovering within 
that time, no leſs than eight and thirty or forty 
Cities ; and many more Fortreſles, and defea- 
ting the Spaniards in open Field In three re- 
markable pitch'd Battels ; not to mention his 
Victories at Sea, gain'd by his Vice-Admirals 
and Lieutenants upon the Coaſts of Flanders 
and Spar, 

Bur nothing won him more Reputation 
than the ſurprize of Breda, by means of a. 
Boat laden with Turfs ; without any Effuſion 
of. Blood; there being but one ſingle Souldier 
loſt in an Action of that Importance and Ha- 
Zard. For the Garriſon being compos?d of 
Italians, and eager for Fuel in that cold Cli- 
mate, readily, aſſiſted the Boat-man to draw 
his Bark of Turfs, under which lay the Prince's 
Armed Souldiers, over the Ice within the cir- 
cuit of the Caſtle; as formerly the Trojans 
drew in the Wooden Horſe within the Walls 
of their City, Which was the reaſon that the 
Wits of that time, compar'd the ſurprize of 
Breaa to the taking of 1roy. 

_—— or 
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[| | Nor did another Stratagem of the Prince, | 
+» at the ſame time, a little conduce:to facilitate | 
8 the Boatman's Enterpriſe. For while the Ar- | 
| med Bark was ſayling for Breda, the Prince | 
bl made aS it he had a Deſign UDON Gertyuden.- : 
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burgh, which caus?d Lanzavecchia, who was Go- | 
vernonr of both Towns, to fly to the place 
| which was threaten'd, by which means the 
Caſtle of Breda was left without a Governour, 
and the more eaſily expos'd to the ſurprize 
L that enſu'd. | | 
' The furprize of Breda was attended by the 
bf taking of Hulſt in Flanders, But much more | 
"= conliderable was the turrender of Gertruden- | 
| | burgh after 2 long and painful Siege, in view | 
i | of the Sparrſh Army ot thirty thouſand men, 
2M Commanded by Count Mansfield, an old Expe- 
| 'rienc'd Captain, inthe abſence of the Dake of 
Parma, For neither could that cunning . Gene-_ 


Hl- | ral force the Young Prince in his Entrench- | 
118 ments, nor draw him forth by any Artifice, | 
1} tho? he preſented him Battel every day. Info- 
|! | much that Prince 4Zaurice having ſent a Trum- 
| | pettcr to-Count Aarnsficld, the General ask?d 
1 him, how it was poſlible his Maſter, being a 
18 Young and Fiery Prince, could contain him- 
1 ſelf within his Trenches, when ſo fairly pro- 
W | vok'd ? To whom the Trumpetter reply*d, 
=;  ThartthePrince of Naſſau was indeed a Young 
Wh Prince, bat as old anexperienc*d Captain as his 
= |. Excellency. 
718 | The Year following he took the Great and 
Wo Famous City of Groning the Capitol of the Pro- 
W - vince. He alſo took and: retook Rhznebergh, 
148 and made himſelf Maſter of Jcenrs and Graves. 
U X. But 
| 


FE William Prince of Orange: 
| But that which extended his Reputation far- 
- | ther then all this, was the long and Famous 
| Defence of Offend; where the Spaniards, after 
| the loſs of threeſcore thouſand Men, during a 
| Stege of above three years, and the exhauſting 
| their Treaſures, by an Expence of above a hnn- 
' | dred Millions, made themſelves Maſters at 
' | length of no more then a heap of Rubbiſh, 
that look*d more like a Church-Yard then a 
City. | 
However the Prince was ſo fortunate and vi- 


gilant both together ; that to repay this loſs- 


with uſe, he made himſelf Maſter in a few 
days of Sis in the ſame Country of Flanders, 
| of much more Importance then Offend, thar 
_ coſt ſuch a waſtz of Time, Money, and 
en. 

But at the Battel of Newport, where he nt- 
terly defeated the Arch-Duke Albert, he made 
It appear toall the world, that he knew to 
vanquiſh Yertera, Armies more numerous then 
his own in open Field, as well as to defend, ſur- 
prize, and take by force the ſkrongelt Fortreſles 
of Erope. The Arch-Duke, and the Duke of 
Aumale, were both wounded in the Fight, Frar- 
cis Mendoza Admiral of Arraoon taken Priſo- 
ner, with a great number of Commanders, even 
to the Pages of the Arch-Duke, whom the 
Prince as Nobly and Generoully ſent back to 
their Maſter without Ranſom. All the Ene- 
mics Canon and Baggage, with above a hundred 
Cornets and Enfigns.,fell into theV iftor's Hands, 
after the Slanghter of ſix thouſand of the Spa- 
miards upon the place. Nor could the defeat 
of four Regiments of Foot, and four Troy 
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of Horſe under the Command of Count Erneſt as, 
before the fight began, at all diſcourage him 
from giving the Enemies Battel ; but reſoly'd 
to dye or vanquiſh, he ſent away all the Ships 
that had tranſported his Men into Flanders, 
telling his Souldiers withal, that being de- 
priv?d of all their hopes of ſafety by flight, 
they muſt eicher make their way over the Bel- 
lies of their Enemies, or drink ſalt Water. 
Not that this was the firſt t1me that he had 
appear*d in open Field : For the Spaniards had 
before this, experienc'd his Valour, firſt when 
he forc'd the Duke of Parma to raiſe his Siege 
from before Knottenburgh, with the loſs of ſe- 
ven Troops of his beſt Horſe. And in the 
next place when he defeated a Body of fix 
thouſand Foot, and fix hundred Horſe, com- 
manded by the Baron of Balangon, where be- 
ſides the General himſelf, were ſlain two thou- 
ſand of the Enemy, eight and thirty Enſfigns 
taken, and a great number of Priſonors of Qua- 
lity. To which we may add that after the 
'Truce was expir*d, and that the Marqueſs Sp:- 
nola was fate down before Bergopſim with all 
the Force of the Spaniſh Netherland;, he com- 
pelPd him to raiſe his Siege, to the infinite joy 
of the United Netherlands. 

Prince A4aurice was very ſtrong, and 1n la- 
bour indefatigable. He appear*d leſs then he 


was, by reaſon he was .very fat and plump. 


His Cheeks were full and ruddy, his Beard 
white, which he always wore large and ſquare. 
He never chang?d his Faſhion of little ſet Ruffs; 
and for hisHabit,it was always the ſame both ſor 
Stuffand Colour, which was like the Colour 4 

| "  Musk. 
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Musk. His Doublets were of Silk, trimm'd 
with a narrow Gold Lace; but the reſt of 


his Cloaths were of Wollen, only that his 
Cloaks and Coats were lin*d with Velvet. Round 


his' Hat he frequently wore a Band of Dia- 
monds; nor did heever go without a Girdle, 


to which was faſten'd a Pendant, wherein hung 
his Sword, the Hilt of which was gvilded. 

His chiefeſt Recreation was Cheſs: a Game 
wherein he much delighted, and which he fre- 
quently us'd, eſpecially during the ' ruce, 
when he had a Ceſlation from Warlike 
thoughts. 

He laught at the French for going in their 
flaſht Doublets and half Shirts ; eſpecially in 
ſuch a cold Climate as Holland. Upon which, 
when a French Man told him he had two ſhirts 
on, and that there was nothing ſo warm as 
two ſhirts; the Prince reply'd, that three were 
warmer than two, and bid him go and puton 
another, for. fear he caught an Ague. 

He was wont to compare the four Prin» 
cipal Nations of Europe to four ſorts of In- 
ſets. For he ſaid the French were like Fleas, 


that were always skipping about, and could 


; _ never ſtand ſtill in a place. That the Spa- 


mards were the Crab-lice, that never quitted 
their Hold,” That the /talians were like Bed- 
punies, that never ſtay'd long in a place but 
they left ſome ſtench of Sodome, Murder or 
Treachery behind them. And that the Ger- 
mans were like Lice, that ſuffer?'d themſelves 
to be crackt upon a Table. He was a great 
lover of Methematicians and Engineers, tho? 
there was not any. perſon that could inſtruct 


the 
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the Prince in that Art, above what he knew 


himſelf; having himſelf invented ſeveral uſe- 


ful Engines, of great uſe both in fieges of 
Towns, and for the paſſing of Rivers, 

He would not ſuffer his Horſemen to wear 
ſtrait Boots, which he affirm'd to be the 
occaſion of the ill ſucceſs of many great Enter- 
prizes, there being frequent neceſſities for 
the Horſe to mount in an 1aſtant; and there- 
fore he always wore Boots bimſelf, that a 
Man might almoſt leap into. 

He could by no means approve the 1taliar 
Riders, that taught their Horſes to riſe and 
curvet, which he afhrmd to be pernicious, 
and to have bin frequently the Ruin of their 
Riders. And therefore order'd his own Riders 
to teach his Horſes onely to turn to the Right 
and Left. 

He had ſo much eaſe in his Mind, that he 
had no ſooner laid his Head upon his Pillow; 
but he was faſt aſleep; and ſlept fo ſoundly, 
that it was a hard matter to wake him, which 
was the reaſon that in time of War, he had 
always Men that fate up in the next Room, 
two at a time, and reliev*'d every Hour, who 
had Orders to wake him in caſe of Neceſlity. 

He dy*d in the Spring of the Year 1625: 
At what time the Marquis Spizola lay before 
Breda. And therefore ſome impute his Death 
to his vexation and trouble of Mind, that he 
could not relieve his own Town, that he had 
ſo happily ſurpriz*d above four and thirty years 


before. He was never marry*d, and therefore 


left his Title, and large Polleſſions, to his Youn- 
ger Brother. 
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Prince of Orange. 


HEN FREDERIC, Prince of O- 


range, born the 28, of February 1584. was 


one of the moſt Renowned Captains of his 
Time, and every way Equal in Fame, and Mi- 
litary Atchievements to his Brother "Mawrice. 

Being ſettÞd in his Government, he took 
Oldenſel-the Capital City of Tuente, and af- 
ter that Groll, in deſpite of Count Henry de 
Bergues, General of a numerous Army of Spani- 
ards, who could neither relieve the Town, nor 
force: the Prince to raiſe his fi ;ege. 

Nor was his Vice-Admiral Zin leſs vi&to- 


rious at Sea, where he took a Fleet of the 


Spaniards near the Iſland of Caba, valu'd at a- 
bove twenty Millions. -- 

But that which made him yet more con- 
fiderable, was his taking of Bozs le Duc, after 
a long and difficult fege ; which however 
ſhew'd that he was able to maſter a place that 
had withſtood all the Efforts of bis Brother, 
Prince ayrice, who had ſeveral times in vain 
attacqu'd It. And that which was more to be 
admir*d is this, that while he was buſily im- 
ploy?d in that Laborious Siege, Count Henry 
of Bergues, having paſs?d the T fell with a nu- 
merous Army, ravag*d all the Country- of 

Utrecht, 


FAS. he DR > a7; = 
os Z "img 


- ck... A 
: F ves h - -) s * a 
hi bs — EX "4 wh FC BY "oe. IWS © c hes ib we ;. Ss - I £ 
As Foes =" | | | Ka 52 26 aw 
Ea S : 8% 1% OR Þ _ : 
$a : * g k 
y 4 


HENRY FREDERIC 


of NASSAY, 


gg rn ——_—_  —_— — oe 55 ts as." An 


6 F- : — SIP I, I 
-- >g - "mi Is Ky 20, _—_ : 
EW wx . Ro 5 ”, —- 
: = be K-22 4 


6 a GR 


5,” Fg Rx 


bay. 7 


CEPTORT Fs STUNT 


ES + : 
# © ; (5.8 coy WS 7% nk bes 4,5 AO 4% - 
y s OS Si 10S Re I ES 7" . CP 
4 : PC INES EE. ; £ SAP, AUS. 
to Wo, OA 4 ES OT EY 
”. OW => &'> o * 


64 The Hiftory of 

Utrecht, where he made himſelf Maſter of 
Amersfort, and ſtruck ſuch a terror. into Hol- 
| land, that ſeveral advis'd him to quit ' Bosſleduc, 
| and march to the reſcue of the Heart of his 
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waſted Country; yet ſach was his Reſolution | 
| to get ſo conſiderable a Town into his Hands, | 
| that he would not ſtir till he had it. Nor | 
- did he then follow the Count of Bergwes, but | 
= turning his thoughts upon the City of Weſe!, 
| where lay the Magazine and all the Great Ar- | 
tillery of the Spareſh Army, by the happy ſar- | 
1 prize of that place, conſtrain'd the Count to h 
F repaſs the Weſſel in far greater haſte, than he | 
croſt it before. And by that means, having | 
obtain'd a double Conqueſt, won the Reputa- 
; tion not only of a Brave, but a Fortunate Cap- 
tain. An Addition ſo deſirable in a General, 
| that Sylia the Dictator prefer'd the Sirname of 
 Fortunate, before that of Great __ : 
4 | Not long after Count John of Naſſau, his | 
| Kinſman, upon ſom diſtaſt reyolting to the | 
Spaniard, was defeated in open Field near the | 
Rhine, by Cott. Iſelſteine with half his number, 
and carry*d Pris*ner to Weſſel, from whence he 


| redeem?d himſelf upon the Payment of eigh- 


; teen Thouſand R:xdollers, 

f In revenge of which diſgrace, having rigg?d 
out to Sea a powerful Fleet, in hopes to ſur- 
prize Willemſtadt in Prince-Land, he was utter- 

; ly defeated by the Hollanders, with the loſs 

k _ _ of four thouſand Men taken Prigners, and the 

; reſt of his Men either lain, or more miſerably 

| __drown'd; Himſelf hardly eſcaping with the 

# Prince of Brabangors. | 
| And then it was that the States General, 
. to 
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William Prixce of Orange. 6G 


to gratifie the Prince of Orange, and to te= 
ſtifie their acknowledgement of the great ſer- 


vices which he had done them, conferr*d the 
Survivancy of all his Dignities and Employ= 
ments upon his Son Prince Willam ; for which 
Conceſſion, the publick Inſtruments, being rea- 
dy drawn up, were preſented to the young Prince 


in a Box of Gold. 
Nor was Prince Henry, Frederic ungrateful 


for their kindneſs; for after he had taken 
Ruremond, Yenlo, and Strall, he undertook the 


| Siege of Maeſtricht;, to which purpoſe he ſo 


well proportion'd his Proviſion and Amunitt- 
on, which he provided for the Siege, that he 
had juſt fufficient to ſerve him, till he had ta- 
ken the Town. Where he ſurrounded his 
Trenches with ſo ſtrong a Circumvallation, that 


neither the Spaniſh Army, not that of the 


Germans under Count Pappenhertm, a famous Cap- 
tain, could force him to raiſe his Siege; but 
were compelPd to retreat with diſhonour, after 
many Attempts in vain, and ſeveral conſfide- 
rable loſles. 

Many other Atchievements of leſſer Impor- 
tance I might recite, as his taking of XKe:me- 
bergh, a little Fort, for its ſituation ſo much 
conteſted for on both ſides, that Sprnola call'd 
It the Harlot of War; and his revenge upon 


Cardinal Richliex for endeavouring to deprive 


him of his Principality of Orange, while he 
lefr the French deſervedly in the lurch, after 
their Victory at Aveine, to be vanquilt'd by 
want of Proviſions and Hunger; and his re- 
taking the Fort of Skink, the Key of Guelderland 


and Urrechr, after it had been ſurpriz'd by the 
Y Spamard, 
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Spaniard, But that which was more conſiderable 
then all theſe, was his regaining, after_a ſiege 
of not above four Months, the City and Caſtle 
of Breda, which Marquis Spzz0/a had beleaguer?d 
at vaſt expences,a whole year together, before he 
could maſter it; as if theEnemy did but only take 


upon them ſtill, a Laborious and Tedious Toyl, 


to advance his fame with ſo much the more 
ſpzed and glory. 

No leſs victorious at Sea was his Vice-Ad- 
miral Erpez Trump, who ſetting upon a nume- 
rous Fleet of the Spaniards, conſiſting of fixty 
ſeven Men of War, reinforc'd with ſeveral 
Veſlels from Dazkrk, formidable in thoſe times, 
drave them firſt to take ſhelter in the Downs ; 
and after that, being reinforc'd with ſeveral 


Me of War, and Fire-Ships, from Holand, 
Zeland, and Frieſland, attacqu*d them a ſecond: 


time with ſo much Reſolution, that after a 
ſmart engagement, he deſtroy'd the greateſt 
part, to the number of forty Men of War 
fir?d and ſunk; wherein were loſt above ſeven 
thouſand Men, and two thouſand Priſoners 
carryYd into Holland: among the reſt of which 
was the Great Gallon of Portugal, calPd Mater 
Tereſa,that carry*d eight hunder*d Men,of whom 


not one eſcap'd. 
In the Year 1641. Prince Henry Frederic of 


Orange, marry®d his only Son Prince William 
ro the Princeſs ary of England, Eldeſt Daugh- 
ter to Charles the firſt, King of Great Brittazn, 
and of Madam Henrietta of France. And, not 
long after, as an Additon to his Glory, he 


won the ſtrong Hold of Zulft in Flanders, which 


he wreſted from the Spaniards, unable either 
| [0 


| 


740, 
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to relieve the Place, or force the Prince to 
raiſe his ſiege. — 

Thus William Prince of Orange laid the 
Foundations of the Republick of the United 
Provinces. His eldeſt Son, danrice, fix'd and 


and eſtabliid thoſe Foundations by his Vito- 


ries; and Henry Frederic, the younger Brother, 
by the Continuation of his Conqueſts, and en- 
larging their Territories, at length forc'd the 
Spaniards to renounee the pretended Claim to 
their Territories thus Enfranchiz?d by his 
Sword. So that the Illuſtrious Father, and his 
two Renowned Sons, may be juſtly and deſer- 
vedly be ſaid to be the Fouriders' of a Potent 
Republic, that Sends her Embaſladours upon 
equal Terms, to the moſt Puiſſant Kings of 
Chriſtendom, even to the King of Spain him- 
ſelf, whoſe Subjects they were, not above a 
hundred Years before. 

Prince Herry Freaeric, Prince of Orange, as 
to: his Perſon, was tall of Stature, his Pre- 
ſence: comly, and very ſtrong of his Limbs; 
to which he: had joynd a quick and: piercing 
Wir, and a ſecure Judgment. 
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By the: Advice of Prince faurice, when he 


drew' toward his end, he marry'd Madamo:- 
ſelle Emilia de Solms, the Daughter of Fob Al- 
berr, Count of Solms, who came with the Queen 
of Bohemia into Holland. A Lady of ſurpaſling 
Beauty and'Gracefvl Behaviour, accompany*'d 
with no leſs-Modeſty and Prudence. 


By her he had one Son and-four Daughters, 


of which the Eldeſt, nam'd Zou:ſa, was mar- 
ry*dto Frederic William EleCtor of Brandenbonrgh, 


by whom he had ſeveral Children. 
F 2 1 he 


» AS; cn 4 OLE 
5 , 
. Tea CA I Cots — - 
# " bold on 6 oo Re SANs * A ts I2" 
P & - "IP F*3 ” 
hk CS 
. 


_ « 
—_— OO W_— —— 4 
_ » - dat 


The ſecond Henrietta Emilia, was marry*d. 
to the Count of Naſſaz. LL 

The third, Henrietta Katherina, eſpous'd | 
Fohn George, Prince of. Azhalt. 

The fourth was marry'd to the Duke of 
Stmeren. 

He dy*d the twelfth of Adarch, 1647. lea- 
ving behind him his Son 
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WILLIAM 


of NASSAU, 


Prince. of Orange. 


\ , TILLIAM of Naſſau Prince of Orange, 
was born in the year, 1626, A Prince 

of early Hopes and ſurpaſſing Courage, but 
ſatcht away by ſudden Death, in the four and 
twentieth year of his Age, after he had been 
nine years married to the Princeſs Mary, 
Daughter to Charles the Firſt, King of Great 
Britain, by whom he had PRINCE WIL- | 
LIAM HEN RY, who was born the four- | 
teenth of. November, 1650. ſome ſew days 
after the Death of his Father, and had for 
his God-Fathers the Lords States-General of 
Holland, and Zeland, and of the Cities of Delf, 


Leyden and Amſterdam. 
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WILLIAM HENRY 

OF NA8SdD, | 
Prince of Orange. 


PRINCE in all Noble and Vertuous 
Qualities equal to the reſt of his An- 
ccitors; Born, as they to be the Foun- 

ders and Eſtabliſhers, ſo he to be the R E- 
ST ORER of the afflited and half ruin'd 
Batavian REPUBLICK; who in his ten- 
der Infancy dijplay?d a reſerv*dneſs and mode- 
ration far above his Age. And his prudence 
increaſing with his years, all the experienc'd 
Judges of worth and merir, that oblerv?d his 
Actions, aſhrm*d, that never any Prince was 
more admir*d, for thoſe early appearances of 
a ſurpaſling bravery, that fix'd their hopes 
and expectations in his Youth. He ſuffer'd 
with a forbzarance beyond parallel, the At- 
fronts and Injuries offer'd him by BarnevePs 
Party, reviv*d In the perſons of the Dewits; 
expecting with a patience ( beyond that of his 
Great Grandfather Prince Will:;am, ) a proper 
ſeaſon, and favourable opportunity for his Re- 
ſtoration to all the high Dignities and Em- 
ployments enjoy'd of right by his Family ; of 
which he had been depriv'd, by the publick 
decree of a prevailing FaC@ion, preſently after 
the death of his Father. 

F 1 Nor 
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Nor will it be deny*d, but that Frame was | 
in ſome meaſure contributary to his Exalta- | 


tion, tho? not intendedly, nor in fayour tothe 


Prince ; only his deſtiny permitted that vain- 
glorious Monarch t& over-run and half demo- 


liſh a Flouriſhing Republick, that his Highneſs 


might thereby have an opportunity to diſplay 
to the World the wonders of his prudenceand 
magnanimity, in reſtoring it to its former 
Luſter; withal), to let the Ingrateful ſee, that 
only the Progeny of the Founders could repair 
the ruines of what they had rear'd. 

For it was a thing hardly to be imagin'd, 


| 
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with what a rapid inundation of War the : 


King of France o're-run the United Provinces | 


of the Low-Countries, forcing the greateſt part ' 


of the Frontier Towns, and ſeveral of the Ca- ' 


pital Cities. Among the reſt, Utrecht and 


Zutphen ſurrender?d upon the very ſight of ; 
the Enemy ; for tho' provided with nume- |: 
reus Garrifons, yet being no other then the | 


Train*d-Bands of the City, under Commanders 
of little or -no experience, they were ſoon 


frighted by a veteran and daring Enemy ; ſo | 


es Ree 5; 


that the King of France found himſelf, as it | 
were overwhelm'd with happy. ſucceſs, be- | 


yond his hopes, and almoſt beyond his | 
wiſhes. "0 


Theſe misfortunes, long before preſag'd 
by the more prudent fort, having reduc'd the 
United Provinces into a dreadful confterna- 
tion, gave the People an opportunity to com- 
plain of the unhappy conduct of the Dewzrs, 
who had then the fole power of the Govern- 
ment in their hands ; and furniſh'd the favou- 
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pretence, to diſcover their thoughts, as it were 
by way of Admonition to the People, that in 
all. probability the Princes of Orange were the 
only perſons capable to ſupport their tottering 


Eſtate, and defend them againſt their Potent 


Enemies : and that as formerly they had reſcu'd 
them from the Tyranny of Spain, ſo now, that 
they alone muſt be the Perſons to protect them 
from the farther Fury and Impetnoſity of 


France, | | 
At the ſame time, his Highneſſes Grand- 


mother, a Lady of a Maſculine courage, who 


ſufker?d with impatience the eclipſe of the 
Houſe of Orange, which ſhe had beheld 1n its 


brighteſt ſplendour, was not a little induſtri- 
ous to awaken the Dependants and Favourers 


of the Naſſovian Grandeur, who were very 
numerous. Nor could it be thought a crime 


for her to ſeek the advancement of her Grand-_ 


child, by the preſervation of his Country, 
when ſo many ſtrive to raiſe themſelves, and 
pamper their Ambition by the ruine of theirNa- 
tive ſoyl. They, therefore,thus rons*d up,and diſ- 
daining toſce themſelves contemn?®d and lighted, 
their reputation loft, and all the Employments of 
the Commonwealth beſtow*d upon the Sons of 


Burgomaſters, and ſeconded by the fury of 


the People, who dreadfully terrify'd by fo 
many misfortunes, and to ſee a victorious 
Army rommaging the very bowels of their 
Country, had ſacrificed the two Dewztrs to the 
juſt reſentment of the publick Calamities, of 
which they deem'd them the Authors, as being 
Enemies to the young Prince ; reſtor*'d the 

F 4 - Belpic 
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i - Belpic Ancile to the Capitol, and return*d hin 

Il | to the poſleſſion of a the Dignities of his 7; 
| | Anceſtors. In this, thoſe happy Husband- ! 
\ men, of which rg ſpeaks, that knzw where | 
ll | their good and iatety conliſted. The fear of 
j! | ſome few. to be iubjeted to their own ſafety, | 
a. was before the occaſion, and the ruine of ſo ' 
| many. From thence ſprang up two fatal Fa- | 
F ctions, which to ſtrengthen their particular ! 
il intereſts, enfeebPd the nerves and ſfinews of {| 
ll the general ſecurity. 
ll | To which purpoſe they committed the | ! 
FF greateſt Blunder in Politicks imaginable. For | 
Wo after the Peace of Aunſter, believing then | 
ih they had nothing more to fear, nor that any | 
thing could make head againſt their Uſurpa- | 


tion, but only the power of rhe Houſe of 
Nafſau, ſo potenily Ally'd with France, but 
more eſpecially with England ;, they disbanded 
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'N all their Feteran Forces, and oor Pape Caps 

| tali;s, that had won ſo much Honour to their 
| Country, whom they lookt upon as wholly de- | 
|} voted to the Prince of Orarge, and gave the 
Fl chief Employments in their Armies and Gar- | 


+ riſons, to the Sons of Burgomaſters, and De- 
E-- putles 'of Cities ; raw Sovidiers, fitter to be | 

_ __tavght, then to Command. Which was the 

reaſon, that when they were invaded: by a Þ 
x cunning and vigorous Enemy, whole Towns, 


wherein there were no leſs then five thouſand 3 
Foot, and eight hundred Horſe in Garriſon, þ 


] Bo ſurrender'd Sore Priſoners, withuut 
ſtriking a ſtroke, upon the very. fi ght of the 
Enemy. 


Thus Faction and Intereſt, the bane of all 
Kingdoms 


FRE 
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- Kingdoms and States, having reduc*d the de- 


populated Republic even to deſpair; they were 
conſtrain'd at length, to have recourſe to their 
laſt Aſylum, the Prince of Orange; and to 
place the ſmall remainder of their hopes upon 


- a Perſon whom they had before ſo ungratefull 


rejected. Doubly puniſh'd for their ingrati- 
tude, by the deluge of the publick diſaſters, 
and the ſhame to ſee themſelves conſtrain'd to 
implore the aid of him, whom their impolitick 
pride had ſo highly diſobligd. 

Nor did he fail their expeCtations, as by 
the event of the War appear'd; wherein, a 
General at two and twenty years of age, as 
his Grandfather had been before him, in the 
time of Charles the Firſt, he gave to all the 
World thoſe ſignal proofs of his Conduct and 
Courage, that ſoon entituled him to all the 
four moſt Noble Accompliſhments, that con- 
ſummate a ſupream Commander; Military 
Knowledge, undaunted Reſolution, awful Au- 
thority, and proſperous Succeſs. Inſomuch, 
that like the youthful Azgzſtus, no ſooner in 
the Field, but ripe for Action, he not only 
ſtopt the Career of an inſulting Enemy, but 
chang*d the Fortune: of the War, and forced. 
the ſwelling pride of elder Experience, to ſub- 
mit to his ſuperior Proweſs. 

Therefore it was, that in beginning of the 
year 1672. Monſieur de Beverning, Ffobn Dewit, 


and Gaſpar Fagel were deputed In the Name of 


the Srates to inveſt his Higneſs 1n the ancient 
Dignities formerly belonging to his Anceſtors, 
of Captain, and Admiral General of the Uni- 
ted Provinces. Which, when he had —— 
rata Fc - 


CRT” 


he took his Oath in the Aſſembly of the Srates, 
according to the uſual Ceremonies, to the infi- 
nite joy of the People. And then he betook 
himſelf to the Army, which at that time wy 
not far from Nzeukop. Where all that his High- 
| neſs could do, againſt the whole power of 
France, Commanded by the King himſelf, was 
to keep his Poſt ; which he did fo effectually, 
that the Enemy, for all their numbers, could |: 
gain no advantage on that ſide; but on the o- | 
ther hand, when they thought to have forc*d 
the ſame Poſt of N:eakop, they were conſtrain'd 
to retire with loſs, and leave their Spades an 
LL Shovels behind them: 
But in the Province of Holland, the People 
i underſtanding the Frontier Towns and Gar- | 
Ei. rifons dropt ſo faſt into the hands of the Vi- | 
| | Qtorious Enemy, began to publiſh their diſcon- | 
tents, and miſtruſt of the Magiſtracy ; and firft 
_ of all at Dort, brake forth into open mutiny ; 
ſending in the heighth of their fury, to the 
 Magiſtracy one of their Captains, to know 
whither they were reſolv'd to defend the City | 
or no? To which, when they anſwer?d, They | 
were, the People demanded to ſee the Maga- |: 
Zines ; but then the Keys were not to be found. | 
This put the Multitude into a greater rage; ſo 
that now apprehenſive of 'Treachery in the 
Magiſtracy, they cry*d out to have the Prince 
_ of Orange made Statholder, threatning withal 
the Maſſacre of the Magiſtrates, if they did 
not come to a ſpeedy Reſolution. Upon this, 
Commiſſioners were ſent to his Highneſs, be- 
ſeeching him to haſten to their City, to ap- 


peaſe the commotions of the People. To whom, 
7 altho? 
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William Prznce of Orange. 7s 
/ altho? his Highneſs by many reaſons made it 
' appear, how dangerous it wonld be for him to 

leave the Army, yet ſuch were their fears, if 
they return'd without him, that he conde- 
ſcended to their importunity. Being brought 
into the Town Hall, which was richly hung, 
and ſeated in a Chair of State, they deſir'd to 
know his Highneſles pleaſure. To which his 
Highneſs reply*d, that it was for them to make 
their Propoſals, who had brought him thither. 
Upon that, they beſought him, for the ſarisfa- 
tion of the People, to viſit the Fortifications 
and Magazines of their City, taking no notice 
of the Statholaerſhip which his Highneſs moſt 
readily conſented to do; and to that purpoſe, 

' Immediately took a tour about the City. But 

'  uponhis return, the People ſaſpeCting that the 

| Magiſtrates had deluded both them, and the 

| Prince; came about his Coach, and boldly de- 
manded, yet with great reſpect to his own 
Perſon, whether the Magiſtrates had made him 
Statholder or no ? To which, when his Higneſs 
modeſtly return'd for anſwer, That he was well 

: contented with the Honour which had been al- 

| ready done him; they allunanimouſly declar'd, 

they would not lay down: their Arms, until 
they ſaw that truſt confirm'd upon him. So 
that at length the Magiſtrates, being terrifyd 
by the menaces of the People, were conſtrain'd 
to lead the way for others to accompliſh what 
had only been by halves as yet perforned. So 
hard a thing it is, for men to be indnc*d to 
quit the miſchievous overweenings of Rancour 
and Diſaffettion. And ſo ſure a mark it is, of 
the evil Government of a State or Ringo 

WACTN 
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when the People muſt be forc?d to teach the 
Magiſtrates what 1s moſt for the public good. 

T hereupon an inſtrument was order®d to be 
drawn, for aboliſhing the perpetual Edict. 
Which the Prince. refuſing to take notice of, 
unleſs he might be diſcharg*d from the Oath 
which he took, when he accepted of the ſingle 
þ charge of Captain General, that was alſo de- 

creed in his behalf : and an Act immediately 
drawn up, and read in the publick Hall by the 
Secretary, wherein the Magiſtrates declar'd 
his Highneſs the Prince of Orange Statholder, 
Captain, and Admiral General of all their Forces, 
as well by Sea as Land; and conferr'd upon him 
the ſame Power, Dignity, aad Amthority, which 
bis Anceftours of Glorzous Memory had formerly 
enjoy d. 

Which done, the whole City was filPd with 
an unanimous and univerſal joy, and the Orange 
Colours were immediately ſet op upan ail the 
Towers and Bulwarks of the Garriſon. 

Only Cornelias Dewitt, an ancient | Burgo- 
maſter. of the Town, returning at the ſame 
time, indiſpogd, from the Fleet, and being 
defir?d to ſign the ſaid Act, made aniwer, he 
would neyer do It; nor could all the perſwa- 
ſions us?d, nor the threats of the Multitude 

"ready to break into his Houſe, nor the tears of 
his Wife, that was ſenſible of his danger, pre- 
vail upon his obſtinacy, till ſhe threaten®d to 
ſhew her ſelf to the People, and proteſting. 
her own and her Children's innocence, to a- 
bandon him &o the fury of the Multitude. | 

Nor was it only Dort, but almoſt all the Ci- 

ties of Holland and Zeland, where the Burghers, 

J- : | obſerying 
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Willam Prince of Orange. #57 
obſerving the daily 111 ſucceſs of their Magi- 
ſtrates, follow?d their firſt Example. So that 
upon a report of the Deputies of the Cities, the 
States-General of Holland and Weſt- Frieſland, 
with whom thoſe of Zeland likewiſe concurr'd, 
not only confirm'd what had been done by 
thoſe of Dort, but in the Grand Aſſembly of 
the States, preſented his Highneſs with the 
Publick Inſtruments, which both 'diſcharg?d 
him from his firſt Oath of Captain General, 
and inveſted him in the Sratebolderſhip at the 
ſame time; with all the Rights, Juriſdictions. 
and Priviledges, as his Anceſtours had enjoy?d 
it: accordingly, the ſame day his Highneſs 
took his Seat in the Hall of Audicnce, with 
all the uſual Ceremonies, that the Dignity of 
Statholder, 2nd Captain and Admiral General 
of the United Provinces requir'd ; and then re- 
turn'd to the Army at Bodegrave. 

And now, as if the Reſtoration of his 
Highneſs had already reviv'd the Courage of 
the People, We find a numerous Party of a- 
bove five thouſand of the French twice repulgd 
from the Walls of Aerdenburg, and belides 
their ſlain, conſtrain®d to leave five hundred 
of their Men Priſoners behind them; among 
whom were ſeveral Commanders, and Perſons 


of Quality ; through the extraordinary valour 


of no more then two hundred Burghers, and a 
hundred Garriſon Souldiers. Only that 'they 
were alliſted by the Women and Children, 
while the Women filPd the Bandeleers, and. 
the Children brought Bullets to their Pa- 
rents. 
Nor did the Citizens of Gron:ng, with leſs 
o Valour.,. 
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| Valour and good Fortune defend their 
Walls againſt the Biſhop: of After; who, 
after he had lain before it with an Army of 
[ 


>. 
_—_— 


F | between twenty aud thirty thouſand men, was 
I forc'd to raiſe his Siege, with the loſs of a 
| moſt half his Men, and a prodigious expence 
of Warlike Ammunition, and inſtruments of 
deſtruction, beſtow?d in vain upon the Place. | 
Inſfomuch, that the Governour of the City | 
declar'd, that he had been 1n ſeveral Towns | 
beleaguer?d, but never had been witneſs of ſo | 
- much Reſolution as the Inhabitants of Groning | 
E | | | had made appear in ſuch a ſmart and violent 
| | Stege. To which they were not a little en- | 
38 courag?d, by the care which his Highneſs took, 
b - to furniſh them with all things neceſlary for 
Z their defence. | 
| During this extraordinary Zeal of popular 
kindneſs for the Prince of Orange, there fell 
out an Accident, that prov?d an occaſion to 
fix him more deeply into the Peoples af- 
feftion, and procur*d the deſtruction of two of 
his greateſt Enemies. 
For a certain Surgeon having charg'd 
Cornelius Dewitt, Bayliff of Puttey, and Job! 
Dewitt's Brother, with a private propoſal 
made by him the ſaid Corzelias, to take away 
the Life of the Prince : upon diſcovery made 
by the Surgeon, the Bayliff was appre- 
hended, and commited to Priſon. And tho? 
he ſtrove by flat denials and recriminations of 
the Informer, to juſtify his innocency, yet 
being confronted by the Surgeon, who per- 
ſiſted in the truth of his Impeachment, con- 


firm*d by the promiſe of 300000 Franks bo 
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William Prince of Orange. #79 
his reward, ſix Ducatoons paid him in hand, 
and ſeveral other circumſtances that are uſual 
in ſuch kind of unnatural Treaties. The Court of 
Holland upon mature Conſideration of theRe- 
port made by the Advocate-General;condemn'd 
| Corncliusto the Forfeiture of all his Dignities 
| and Employments, and perpetual Baniſhment 
out of the Territories of Holland and Weſt. 
Frieſland, 

But the People, who ſaw that the States had 

gone ſo far, believing that a Criminal ſo ſe- 
verely puniſh'd by them, deſerv'd much more, 
had his Judges been leſs partial; began to 
' ſtomach the Sentence as too eaſie; and with © 
' that, away they hurry'd with their Arms in 
their hands to the Jayl. Where, while they 
| ' were all cluſter'd together in the height of 

their fury, it happen'd, that A4nheer Fohn de 

Witt came in his Coach to fetch his Brother out 

of Priſon. Upon which, one of the Burgeſles 
let fall theſe words among the People, Now 

the two Traytors are got together, and it ts our fault 

zf they eſcape us. This had been enough to have 

fir?d the Multitude, had not a greater provoca- 

tion follow?d. For while they were all expe- 

Cting the coming down of the two Brothers, 

an unlucky Rumour was ſpread, that above a 

thouſand Peaſants and Fiſher-men were vp- 

on their March to plunder the Jague. Upon 

that, another of the Burgeſles, Come, Gentle- 

men, cry*d he, let us pull theſe Traytors out by the 

Ears—— do but follow me, and Dle lead the way. 

Theſe words compleated their Rage, yet more 

entlam'd by their Afﬀection to their Statholder, 

and their Country, againſt the two conceiv'd 

| grand 
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grand Enemies of both. So that immediately 
they broke open the Priſon Doors, forc?'d down 
the two Brothers into the Street, where they 
were ſoon diſpatch'd by the Multitude; ' who 
after they had laid the Perſronary ſprawling 
upon the ground, cry?d our, See there the Tray- 
gour that has betray*d his Country. Thus fell 


Cornelius and John de Witt, two bitter Enemies 
of the Houſe of Orange, More particularly it 


| is reported of Fohn de Witt, that thoſe Politick 


Productions, thar is to ſay, the Secluſron of his 
Highneſs from all his Great Employments, the 
Perpetual Eaiit, and the Qualifications of the 
Ofſhce 'of Sratholder, were the unlucky Inven- 
tions of that Perſroner*'s Brain. Upon which 
It was the ſaying of a certain Embafladour to 
him in private Diſcourſe, oft 1iluſtrious Sir, TI 
bave before now heard many things of your ſmoular 
Prudence and Indefatigable Diligence, but far leſs then 
what 1 now obſerve:from whence I dare aſſuredly pro- 
nounce,that either Tou will be the Ruine of the Prince, 
or elſe that one day for his ſake you will come to De- 
ſtruttion, And it is farther ſaid, that a certain 
Advocate, being deſir*d by hisFather, when he 
was yet but a Lad of eighteen years of Age, to - 
take him into examination, gave this Teſtimonial 
of him, That he found in him thoſe Great Parts,and 
that Ripeneſs of Wit, rarely to be found in others,that 
had ftudy*d his Perfeftions during the whole Courſe 
of a long Life, And afterward the ſame Advocate, 
beholding him ſo ſuddenly advane*d tobe Penſonary 
of Dort and Holland, -Propheſ''d this of him, 
That he would never dye a Natural Death. 

| Aﬀeer his Death, 1inheer Fagel was choſen 


to ſucceed him, and the Election approy'd oy 
7 Us 
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willizm Prince of Orange. 8x 
his Highneſs the Prince of Orange. In whoſe 
Fayour, his Highneſs the Ele&our of Branden. 
burgh wrote a Letter to the States ; wherein he 
gave them to underſtand, 1hat having receiv ”d 
the News of his Kinſman the Price of Oranges 
being reſtor”d to the Dignittes of his Anceſtours, he 
made no doubt but that ſuch wholeſome Determinati- 
01s, would be proſperd in the concluſion from Hea- 
ven for the Common Good, more eſpecially, well 
knowing his Highneſs to be a Perſon that inherited all 
the Vertues of his Glorious Predeceſſonrs. Proteſting 
withall, that he found himſelf obliged by his Exal- 
tation, to contribute his utmoſt toward the Recos 
very and Preſervation of what his Anceſtours had 
acquir*d with ſo much Blood anda Reputation. 
Much about the ſame time it was, that His 
Highneſs reſolving to diſlodge the Out-Guarads 
of the French, with a Party of Horſe and Foot, 
gave a ſtrong Alarm to the Enemy, and, with- 
out moving from his Saddle all that Nirghr, 
drave the French to their Trenches before V- 
trecht, already nor a little terrify?d with the 
loſs of -their men before Cronenburgh; and 
brought away ſeveral French Lords that were 
Hunting at the ſame time in the Woods of 
Amerong , who were ſent away Priſoners to 
Amſterdam, with ſo much Civility, that there 
was not the leaſt offer made to plunder taem of 
their Rings and Jewels that glitter'd upon 
their Fingers. — | 
Much about the ſame time alſo, ſeveral Al- 
terations were made of the Magiſtrates of many 
Cities, to the great ſatisfaction of the Inhabi- 
tants, who ſaw themſelves now in a fair way 
to be reſtor'd totheir former Tranquility : and 


ſeveral Commanders receiv*d the due Puniſh- 
G mens 
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ment of their Cowardiſe and Treachery 5 his 


Highneſs no longer enduring. that Corruption 
of Military Diſcipline, which had prov'd {6 
Fatal to his Country. Theſe were but ſmall 
beginnings, but ſuch as every day more then 
other encreas'd the Aﬀection of the People to- | 
ward his Highneſs to that degree, that a Rumour | 


being ſpread abouc the Zagre, that certain Per- ; 


ſons in Diſguiſe had made an Attempt-upon his 
Perſon, as he was going about eight of the 
Clock at Night, toward the latter end of Ofo- | 
ber, to viſit the Princeſs Dowager, all the Peo- | 
ple young ard old, great and ſmall, betook 


themſelves to their Arms, and follow*d the 


young Khine-Grave, who preſently mounted up- 
on the Alarm, to his reſcue. But, underſtand- 
ing the falſhood of the Report, and that His | 
Highneſs was ſafely arriv?d at Hountſlaerdyke, 
they return'd home with no leſs Joy, then they | 
had hurry*d forth with Zeal and Fury. How- | 
ever it occaſion'd a Reſolution, that his High- | 
neſs from thence-forward ſhould always have a 
Guard to attend his Perſon. : 
But nothing more perplex'd the Prince, then 
that the year ſhould be ſo ſar ſpent without any 
conſiderable Action on his part; and therefore 
he reſolves to attacque Woerden. . To which | 
purpoſe he ſends Collonel Suyleſteyne, and the 
Count de Horn before ; the firſt to take up his 
Quarters between Utrecht and Woerden, and the 
latter to entreach himſelf on Polarez: and the 
Saw-mill ſide. His Highneſs himſelf fate down 
with four Regiments on that ſidenext to Bode- 


grave. Preſently Luxemburg haſten'd to the 


relief of the Beſteged, and with between 


elpht Þ 
and nine thouſand Mean falls upon pay Fes. 
Quarter ; 
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Quarter ; but. was beaten off with loſs,and fore?d: 
to retreat. Thereupon the Town was furiouſly 
batter'd,and brought to parley; but then theDuke 
of Luxerbwurg, being reinforc'd with freſh ſup« 
plies, and conducted by the treacherous Peaſants, 
through the Water, and a long Lane that was 
thought impaſlable, fell a ſecond time, and that 
unexpettedly,upon the ſameQuarter ofSzy/eſteyn, 
from whence he had been beaten the Night A 
fare; and, after a Bloody and obſtinate Fight, 
wherein Suyleſteyn refuſing Quarter was Slain, at 
length made a ſhift to put three thouſand Men 
| into the Garriſon.Nevertheleſs he was again re- 

| puls'd, upon the coming in of the Court de Horn 

| to the Relief of the reſt, and forc'd to leave the 
Priſoners, which he had taken, behind him. 

Of the French were Slain two thouſand com- 
mon Souldiers, and fifty four Officers dy*d of 
their Wounds in five days after the Fight, be- 
ſides ſeveral athers that were forc'd to have 
their Legs and Arms cut off Which made 
the Freneb at Utrecht report, that the Hollanders 
ſhot like Devils ; inſomuch that ſuch was af- 
terwards their dread of their Woerdon Enter- 
tainment, that the Officers of TVerecht, wauld 
uſually draw Lots when they were to be fent 
forth upon any Parties where the Prince was 
engag'd. 3 

Of the Dutch were Slain between ſix and 
ſeven hundred, beſides the Szewr de Suyleſteyn, 
and a Lieutenant Collonel. 

Thereupon his Highneſs finding the Garriſon 
reliev'd with ſuch a numerous ſupply, drew off 
his Men, and retreated to his Quarters, tho' 
not with the Honour of a compleat Victory, 1 
yet that he rais'd his ſiege, without moleſta- \'A 
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tion, with the ruine of almoſt five Regiments of 
the French Infantry,of which the Greateſt part of 
the Officers were either kiIPd or deſperately 
wounded, and the double repulſe of anOld Expe- 
rienedGeneral aſliſted by treachery and ſurprize. 
After the Attacque of Woerder, his High- 
neſs held a Council of War, of the Principal 
Officers of the Army, and then ordering the 
Cavalry, which had layn all the Summer at 
Helden, to hinder the landing of the Engliſh, 
to be tranſported through Rotterdam into Bra- 
bant, marcl?d himſelf for Roſendael, the Place 
appointed for the general Renaezvons, By the 
way a certain Collonel, out of curioſity, would 
needs be ſo inquiſitive as to ask his Highneſs, 
what was the great Deſign he had at that 
time againſt the French? To whom his Highneſs 
putting another Queſtion, by way of reply, de- 
manded of the Collonel, Whether he would dif- 
cover his Deſigns to any Perſon in the World, 
that ſhould be ſo impertinently inquiſitive as 

toask him ? Upon which, the Colonel anſwerin 
in the Negative, Then, ſaid the Prince, my 
Tongue is alſo endwd from Heawn with the ſame 
Grace, An Anſwer becoming the Wiſdom of a 
Prince, and the Reſerv*dneſs of a Great Com- 
mander : Like that of the Famous Conſul Ce- 
cilins Metellus, to a young Friend vpon the ſame 
Occaſion. Having multer*d his Army at Ro- 
ſendael, to the number of four and twenty thou- 
ſand Horſe and Foot, he march*d directly to- 
ward the Country of Zzege. Upon his approach, 
the Count de Duzas, wno lay at Maſeyte, retrea- 
ted with his Army to Waſſembers, and ſo higher 
up the River Rocr, And indeed it appear'd that 
the chief Deſign of his Highnell?s March was to 
remove 
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' remove the French, under the command of D#- 
ras, from their Quarters about the Z»ſe, and 
to have given him Batte], could he have met 
with a favourable Opportunity, To which 


purpoſe having paſs'd his Army over a Bridge 


of Boats near Navagne, and join'd the Spaniſh 
Auxiliaries, he march'd direCtly for Tongerer, 
which he inveſted on every ſide with his own and 
the Spaniſh Cavalry. But underſtanding that 
the Count' of Duras was decamp'd from the 
Place where he lay, the Prince march*d back 
toward Maeſtricht, and repaſſing the euſe be- 
tween S:zttart and Maſeike, and lodging his Ar- 
my near A:nbergh, waited there two days for 
an Opportunity to engage the Count; but the 
ſwelling of the River not favouring his De- 
ſign, he retreated back to Maeſtricht, from 
whence he ſent out a Party of Horſe and Foot 
to take in the ſtrong Caſtle of Yalcheren, which 
after a ſhort Diſpute ſurrender'd at diſcretion; 
by which means the Victors were not only Ma- 
ſters of the 'Caſtle, but of a great quantity of 
Wheat, Hay, and other Proviſion of Victuals. 
Which done, his Highneſs march'd toLennich, in 
hopes to have engag*d the Enemy there. But 
the Count retreated with ſo much ſpeed out of 
his reach, that *twas impoſlible for the Prince 
to overtake him. Such was the Courage of his 
Highneſs at that time, notwithſtanding all the 
Difficulties of a ſharp and rigorous Seaſon, to 
have fought a Victorious Enemy in the heart of 
- his Conqueſts. His Highneſs therefore finding 
the Count ſo unwilling to hazard a Battel, 
came to the Caſtle of Defſencr, ard from thence 
tent the Count of Adarcin to invelt Charleroy 
wich the Vaatguard, while he follow'd with 
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the reſt of the Army. But ſuch was the ex- 
tream cold, that it was impoſſible to fink any 
Trenches, or make any Circumvallation, ſo that 
the Prince, after he had made himſelf Maſter of 
Birch, together with three Captains and three 
hundred Common Soldiers, and ranfack'd and 
demoliſhd the Town, retir'd back through 
Brabant, and diſpers'd his Army into their Win- 
ter Quarters. Antal, who clapt himſelf ſor- 
Limes into Torperer, and ſomtimes into Charle- 
roy, afraid of both places, yet not knowing 
where the Prince would fix, then found him- | 
ſeif decciv'd, to believe the Prince had any de- | 
ſign to undertake long fieges in the moſt ſharp | 
and rigorous Seaſon of the Year. Yet this was | 
remarkable, that ſo young a General ſhould be | 
able with an Army compos*d of ſo many Na- | 
tions, to march in the depth of bitter Win- | 
ter into an Enemies Country, remove an old | 
General from his Poſt, Challenge him to Battel, | 
and to that purpoſe hunt him from place to | 
place, terrifie two ſtrong Garriſons, and re- | 
turn with the Prisners and Booty of two for- 
tifed places, and all this within the ſpace of | 
nine days, with little or no loſs.of his awn 
Men. Beſides the Terror which he ſtruck in- | 
to the Biſhop of Cologne, who thought himſelf 
ſecure neither at Boy, nor any other part of 
his Territories, ſo long as his Highneſs quar- 

ter*d fo near him. | 
During this Expedition of the Prince, the 
Duke of Luxemburgh, . having drawn together | 
an Army of fourteen thouſand Horſe and Foot, 
with a reſoldtion to invade the Proyince of 
Holland, in hopes to enrich himſelf and his 
Army, with the plunder of Leyden and the 
Hague, 
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Hapne, began his march from Woerden, over 
the Ice, with the flower of the French Army, 
toward the latter end of December ; but being 
come to Slizwetering, the Enemy found the 
Waters there ſo high, that only three thou- 
ſand five hunder'd of the lighteſt of the In- 
fantry were able to get over. The reſt were 
conſtrain'd to return to Woerden. Theſe 3500 
firſt attacqy'd Nrexcrop, but were beaten off by 
the Peaſants, ſo that finding themſelves repulg?d 
on that ſide, they directed their march towards 
Swammerdam, where the Souldiers were the firſt 
that ran fort, leaving the Inhabitants to the 
mercy of the Enemy. However the Count de 
Coningsmark, who commanded at Bodegrave, be- 
ing advertis'd of the march of the French, ha- 
ſten'd toward Leyden ſide,and poſted a Regiment 
at Gours Sluys, to prevent their pallage that way. 
This deſperate march of the French, put the 
People at firſt into a great Conſternation, more 
eſpecially at the ZZagre, But nothing more 
daunted them, then to hear that, while the 
States had taken all the care imaginable, to pre- 
vent the return of the the Enemy, Collonel 
Paine Vin had abandon'd his Poſt at Neewer- 
brong, and was tetir*d to Gouda, by which means 
the Enemy had a free paſlage open for their 
Retreat, who muſt elſe have periſh'd all in the 
Water, or have furrender*d themſelves Pris? 
ners, by reaſon of the ſudden thaw that enſu'd. 
But all their Fears ſoon vaniſh'd upon the re- 
turn of the Prince of Orange out of Brabant ; 
who, having at Preaa receiv*d Intelligence of * 
this Attempt of the French, haſten'd with all . 
imaginable ſpeed ro Alfex ;, and in a ſhort time, 
by the ſtrange eftects of his Preſence, — 
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- all things to their former condition. The 


Duke of Zuxemburgh was preſent all along, and 
had like to have been loſt by a fall from his 
Horſe into the thaw*d water; in ſo much that 
his Men had mnch a-do to recover him; how- 
ever though he did not loſe himſelf, he loſt 
above ſix hunder?d of his choſen Souldiers ; and 
ſo this ſlippery E xpedition ended. 

True it 1s, that the French committed moſt 
exorbitant Cruelties at Swammerdam, and 0- 
ther places that fell into their Hands, by the 
Raviſhing of Women, ſtripping and wounding 
the Aged and Decrepit, and throwing Infants 


- that \miPd in their Faces, into the Fire, but 
thoſe Loſles were in ſome meaſure repay'd by 


the regaining of Coevorder. This City, which is 
one of the moſt Noble andGoodly pieces of For- 
Lification 1n al) the Low-Countries, and held to 
be ſuch over all Exrope, the Key of the Provinces 
of Frieſland and Gronng, ſituated upon the Fron- 
tiers of the Drert, and confining upon the Coun- 
ty of Bentem and Twent, ſurrounded with a 
Merſh, and Fortity'd with large and deep double 


| Moats, Ramparts extreamly high and ſtrong, 


defended by ſeven Baſtions, bearing the Names 
of the ſeven Provinces, and a Regular Caſtle, 
held for impregnable by the Antient Writers, 
fell into the hands of the Biſhop of 24#7ſter, to 
make up the Misfortunes of thisFatal Year 1672. 
not without ſuſpicion of Treachery, but after 
the turn of the Tide of French Victory, upon 
the Reſtauration of his Hrghneſs to his antient 
Dignities, was recover'd with no leſs Gallantry 
then 1t had been loſt before by diſhonourable 
Cowardiſe, For this very place which Yerdago 
had beſieg?d in vain, for one and thirty weeks 
- fogethery 
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together, and which the Biſhop of 24rfter, after 
he became Maſter of it, had furniſPd with a 
conſiderable Magazine, intending'to make it the 
Seat of his War in thoſe Parts, was by a Party 
of only 960, retaken within the ſpace of one 
Hour, with the loſs of hardly threeſcore Men, 
of the Enemy a hunder?d and fifty beſides Offi- 
cers were {lain in the Aſſault, and four hundred 
and thirty taken Priſoners, among whom were 
ſix Captains, eleven Lientenants, and fourteen 
Enſfigns. The reſt (for the whole Garriſon a- 
mounted to 900) made haſte to eſcape ſo ſoon as 
they ſaw the place was loſt. But that which was 
more conſiderable, was the Poſſeſſion of ſuch 
an important Fort, furniſh®d to the hands of 
the Victor, with ſuch an infinite quantity of 
warlike Ammunition, provided without queſtion 
for a longer defence. More then that, as the 
Recovery of this renowned Fortreſs, highly en- 
courag'd the Dutch, ſo it no leſs aſtoniſh*'d the - 
Enemy; whoſe conſternation was ſuch, that 
upon. news of their loſs, they abandon'd ſeveral 
of their Garriſons, and ſhifted every one for 
themſelves. All which redounded to the Glory 
of his Highneſs ; for that the People,finding ſuch 
proſperous Alterations upon his coming to the 
management of Affairs, . were eaſily induc*d, as 
they had reaſon, to believe, that all their un- 
expected ſucceſſes were but the effefts of his 
Couraglous Influences. 
Therefore it was that the ſame Authority 
which A4r:ftides had over the Athenians, the Prince 
had over the People of the Low-Conntries. Which 
made them ſubmic to what ever heapproy?d. So 
that he conquer*d their Domeſtick Differences, 
with the ſame good Fortune that he n—_— 
their 


their Foreign Enennes ; for always Reverence 
and Awe accompany Aﬀection, more eſpecially, 
when gain'd by ſweetneſs and moderation. From 
whence it came to paſs, that when the diſſentions 
betwen the Magiltrates of Frie/land were grown 
to that height, that the new and the old Magi- 
ſtrates,repreſenting each the Soveraignty of the 
Province, held their Aſſemblies apart, and acted 
quite contrary to one another (a ſtrange irregu- 
lar motion, and pernicious to the publick good, 
which neither the Goyernour of Frieſiand, nor 
his Mother could reduce into Order) yet ſo 
ſoon as the Commiſſioners arriv*d among them, 
which were ſent by his Highneſs, thoſe Breaches 
were in a ſhort time repair*d, and the Province 
was reſtor*d to its former Unanimity 

But going in Perſon, to paciſie the Diſſentions 
in Zeland, He no ſooner appear?d in the General 
Aſſembly of the States at Ardalebourgh, but their 
diſcords vaniſh'd, and all things were ſettled in 
order to the defence of the Country, to the full 
content of the Province in General, the Magi- 
ſtrates in particular, and his Highneſgs eternal 
Praiſe. From thence he took an occaſion to viſit 
the Frontier-Fortifications of Fluſhing, Sluyſe, 
Ardenburgh, (where the Keys of the Town were 
deliver'd him in a filver Baſon, by the young Vir- 
gins of the City deckt with Garlands of ſeveral 
flowers) T ſendiik, Berghen-Op-Zoon, Breaa, Bots 
le duc, and after a ſtrift ſurvey with no leſs care 
then toyl return'd to the Hage. 

The Spring was now far ſpent, and now, if e> 
ver, the Hollander: had their hands full : Being aſ- 
{ail'd on the one ſide by the King of France in 
Perſon with a Puiſſant Army ; while Conde and 
 Luxemburgh lay at Utrecht with powerful Forces, 

a watching 
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Willam Privee of. Orange. Tt | 
watching all op} ities to: break into the 
Heart of their Territories, and by Sea, no lefs 
vigorouſly attack'd by the King of Grear Breeeaine 
with his own and the greateſt part of the Naval 
Force of the French Domintons. For which rea» 
fon, the Prince of Orange had no leifure to ſtir a+ 
broad ; as being conſtrain'd to keep. his Poſt ar 
home, as well to watch the deſignsof Conde and 
Zaxemburgh, as to prevent the threaten'd De- 
ſcents of the Engl:ſh. | 

:In the beginning of ay therefore, the King 
of France ſet forward from Paris with a nume- 
rous Army, with which ſeveral other great Bo- 


dies were to joyn, that lay ready in ſeveral 


parts of his new Conqueſts; and after a ſlow 
march, upon the tenth of Fre, ſate down with 
his whole Army of 42000 Horſe and Foot be- 


fore Maeſtricht z having before given Order to 


the Count de POrge, to inveſt it with three 
thouſand of his Cavalrie. The Garriſon con- 
fiſted of about four thouſand Foot, and between 
eight and nine hundred Horſe, under the Com- 
mand of Monſieur de Fariaax Governour of the 
Town, a Reſolute and Experienc'd Command- 


er, as it may eaſily appear, 'by the ſtout reſfi- 


ſtance which he made againſt the whole Power 
of France, and the deluge of blood which the 
Parchaſe coft the King,no leſs then the flaughter 
of above nine thouſand of his touteſt Common- 
Souldiers, \ and an infinite number of hischoiceſt 
Officers. Nor had he had it neitherat ſo cheap 
a rate, as many believe, could the beſieged but 

have been rehev*d in time, with no more then 

the recruit of a thouſand Men, and a ſupply of 


Match, which they began extreamly'to want. 


It would be too tedious to give an exact ac- 
count 
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lay for the defence of Z*land, to joyn with the 


count of the bloody diſputes by day, and con= 
flicts by night, enlighten'd with the continual 
Flames of the Batteries on both fides, which is 
the work of a Journal rather then a Hiſtory ; 
and therefore let it ſuffice to ſay, in ſhort, that 
after the Garriſon by a valiant defence of near 
three weeks, was redue*d to half their number, 
by innumerable Batteries, Aſlaults, and Stor- 
mings of freſh Aſlailants day and night ; and 
the remainder quite tyr*d out with continual la- 
bour and watching,the Governour was at length 
forc'd, by the Peririons of the Magiſtrates and 
Eccleſiaſticks of the Place, to Capitulate, and 
ſurrender upon the molt honourable terms of 
War. Of all which, when the Governour made 
his report to his Highneſs, he was ſo well ſatiſ- 
fy'd in the Gallantry of his Performance, that 
he preſently preferr'd him to be Major Ge- 
neral of his Army. 

For indeed, the conteſt had been ſo ſharp for 
the time, and ſo mortal to the French, that the 


King,ſfo ſoon as he had taken the Town, thought 
He had done enough for that Summer; and 


therefore, after he had demoliſh'd the Fortifi- 
cations of Zongres, he broke up his Army, and 
ſent one part of it to the recruit of 7arenne, a- 
nother to waſte and harraſs the Country of 17e- 
ves, In regard the Eleftor had taken part with 
the Emperour, and three Brigades more to re- 
inforce his Army to Holland. 

Thus the French Army being diſpers'd, and 
the Engliſh Fleet after the laſt Engagement be- 
ing retir'd from the Coaſt of Holland, the 
Prince of Orange now at more liberty, and not 
enduring to lye ſtill, calPd off his Forces that 


reſt 


William Prince of Orange. yy 
reſt of the Army ; and decamping from Raems- 
donk, of a ſudden fate down before Naerdes, 
with five and twenty thouſand Men. His High- 
neſs took -up his Quarters at Byſ#u-, Count 
Walacch in the Churehyard of Looſarecht, Anke- 
veen, and Helverſum,while Major General de Fa- 
71:aux Commanded the Cavalry.In the mean time 
the Dukeof Luxemburg having drawn together 
| a Body of ten thouſand men, beſides four Re- 
| giments of M47ſter Horſe, advanc'd within view 
' of the Princes Circumvallations and Entrench- 
| ments, which were by that time finiſh*'d ; but 
not daring to attempt the ſuccour of the Town, 
the Prince proceeded, ſtorm?®d the Counter- 
ſcarp and Ravelin before the Zuyſer Pore, and 
after three hours reſiſtance, made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of both ; forc'd the beſieg*d to retire in 
oreat confuſion into the City, and the next 
day, upon the loſs of their defences, to beat a 
Parley ; which procur*d the ſurrender of the 
Town, upon Articles to march out, with Co- 
lours flying, Drums beating, and two pieces 
of Canon. 

When the Garriſon march*d out, the Go- 
vernour ſaluted his Highneſs with a profound 
ſubmiſſion; and it is ſaid, that he aſſur'd 
the Prince that he had Reaſons ſufficient to 
ſurrender the Town in ſo few days, which he 
would declare in due time and place to his Ma- 
iter the King. But it ſeems his reaſons were not 
ſufficient; for he was condemn'd to perpetual 
Impriſonment, and had his Sword broken over 
his head at Urrechr., For indeed it was admir*d 
by all.men, that the French ſhould ſo eaſily yield 
up ſo ſtrong a Hold, and ſo well provided for : 
its defence. For it had within it a Garriſon of 
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2939 Men,and wanred neither Proviſion uor Ammunizion 
befides that the French, while they were Maſters of it; had 
greatly added to the ſtrengrh of the Fortifications, 
Bur whatſoever were the cauſe, whether the diviſions 
berween the Switzers and French, as fome-conclude, or 
any other, his Highneſs won it in four days, and loft no 
more then a hungred men ſlaitn,and two hundred wound- 
ed,- in a Conqueſt ſo important, whereas the Beficg'd 
loſt many more; which 1s uſually contrary to the cuſtom 
of Sieges. Rather rherefore, the true cauſe of fo quick 
a diſpatch of a Leaguer, lookt upon to be fo difficult,may 
be attributed to the courage of his Highneſs, who ſpar'd 
not to expoſe his Perſon 1n all places.of greatcft danger, 
as well inthe Trenches, as upon the Batteries, to ani- 


| mare the Souldiers by -his Example. Nor was his High- 


neſs lefs careful to preſerve, then ro acquire ; and there- 
fore, after he had given all neceffary Orders for the re- 
pair of the Fortifications, and ſertlemenr of the Garriſon, 
he made the Count de Connngſmark, a Commander of 
known Reſolution and Experience, Governour of -the 
Place. Which done, he rerurn'd ru the Hague, to pre- 
pare for greater Deſigns. 

For now the States of the United Provinces, having 
enter'd into a more ftri& Allyance with Spain, for murual 
Defence againſt rhe French,as theCommon Enemy of both, 
by which they were oblig'd ro aſffiſt each other with their 
Joynt Forces ; and the Emperour alſo, having at the ſame 
time leagu'd himſelf in the ſame Confederacy, (which 
gave ir the Name of the Tripple Allyance) in purſuance of 
which, his Army that was to be noleſs chen rwenty thou» 
ſand Foot and ten thouſand Horſe ; was already upon their 
March to the common Affiſtance, his Highneſs therefore, 
that he might do ſomething Remarkable before the Seaſon 
of rhe Year {lipt away, ſends his Army before to Roſendael/ 
in Brabant, and making haſte himſelf after it, joyns with 
the Count de Monterey, who readily yielded the Precedenee 
andCommand of the whole to his Highneſs, Thereupagn his 
Highneſs, finding that Conde had chang'd his Poſt upon 
Intelligence of chis Conjun&ion, and lay fo ſtrongly En- 
trench'd, thar it was impoſſible to affayl him in his Faſt- 
neſs, he March'd direftly forward, and berween Ander- 
nach and Bon, joyn'd with the Imperial Army under the 
Command of Montecucalz, In his March he ſummon'd 


Rhinback ; which, through the Obſtinacy of a Sedirious 
| Burgher, 


William  Prixce of Orange. 95 
! Burgher, whocncourag'd the reft to Reſiftance, refufing 
| ro (Omithe commanded the Seur Vatkenburgh, with wwo 
' KRegimentsof Dragoons and two of Foot to ftorm the 
Town. Which was done with thar fury, that the Souldiers 
upon their firſt Entrance pur all to rhe Sword thar came 
m their way, and among the reſt hang'd up the Burgher 
that had occafion'd the unfeaſonable Reſiſtance, 
Thus the Confederates being joyn'd, the Stege of Boe 
was reſoly'd upon, and the Marqueſs of Arſentar, to thar 
purpoſe, ſent to take up his Quartersat Keſſenig. The next 
day Montecucul; lodg'd the Imperialiſts at Goedesbergh, and 
his Highneſs lay with his Forces at Ryaderf, while General 
Spork with the Imperial Cavalry,Quarter'd himſelf on che 
other ſide of the Town near the Weſfter-waldt. 
Bon 1s a conſiderable Town, by rhe Romans calF'd Falia 
Bonna, ſeated upon the Rhine, about tour Leagues from 
Cologne, and being then in the hands of rhe Ele@our of 
Cologne and the French, was by them furmiſh'd with a Gar= PF; 
' riſonof two thouſand Men under the Command of Gen. 
Lants-berghen, and ſtor'd with Proviſions and Ammunict- - 
on of all ſorts, beſides fourſcore great Guns mounted up- 
on their Walls and Bulwarks. However the Confederates 
not thinking Naerden fufficitent Payment for rhe loſs of 
Maeſtricht, reſolv'd to have this Town roo into rhe Bar- 
gain. Nor durſt Conde attempt to give them any Interrup- 
tion himſelf, only he ſent Marſhal D'Aumieres with a Bo- 
dy of 5oco Horſe, to face the Leaguer, and ar the begin- 
ning of the Siege, to try what reinforecements 6f Men 
he could put 1nto the Garriſon. To thar purpoſe ke ad- 
vanc'd as far as Birchem, from whence he ſenr a Party of 
a hundred Horſe, who feigning to be the Duke of Lorain's 
Men, were let paſs by the Senrinels, through che Quar- 
ter of the Imperialiſts, and got into rhe Town. Bur ano- 
ther Hundred hoping to have the ſams ſucceſs through 
the Quarter where his Highneſs lay, found rhe Sentinels 
more miſtruſtful, ſo that rhey were almoſt all cur to pie- 
ces or taken Priſoners; which fad ridings reaching the 
Ears of five hundred more, that lay hid behind a Neigh- 
bourtng Wood upon the ſame defign, rhey retreated in 2 
good Hour, to their Body. Fdr by this rime General 
Spark had drawn forth an equal Body of Horſe, ro encoun-» 
ter the French, Which the Marthal anderſtanding, made 
a ſwift retreat our of his Reach, and rerurn'd ro Utrecht. 
On the other fide, the Befiegers having now _—_ 
their 


_ 
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i | cheir Batteries, _ and approaches gave the 
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ſelves in the Emperours ſervice. 
The Town thus taken, his Highneſs drew off to Weſſe- 


It | | ling, and thence falling down lower with his own, and 
{| the Imperial Army, ( both which he now commanded 
ſ! | upon the return of Montecaculi to Vienna till the arrival 
in! of the Duke of Bournouvile ) took in rhe two Caſtles of 

| Brevel and Lechnich. Of which, the latter was defended 
by two hundred French, under the Command of a Ger- 
man: Who finding the Souldiers, afcer they had been 
ſummon'd, obſtinarely bent ro ſtand upon their Guard, 


bethought himſelf of a ſtratagem to bring chem ro a com- 
To which purpoſe, he order'd the French to 


ſ pliance. 

ly. go down into the lower Court, under pretence of making 

1 that good firſt 3 and when they were all there, pull'd up 

14 the Draw-bridge behind their backs: by which means 
| finding themſelves expos'd to a far more numerous Party, 
j4 they were conſtrain'd to ſurrender the Place, 

bi This Caſtle in the year 1542. had been beſieg'd by the 
f whole Army of Weimar and Heſſen, under the Command 
| of the Counts of Guebriant and Eberſteyn, and batter'd 


| for ſix Weeks together with extraordinary fury, and 
et notwithſtanding all their Efforts, they were con- 


ſtrain'd to raiſe their Siege, 9 
| All 


All this while Marſhal Turenne kept himſelf at a 


Diſtance ; for though when he heard that the. 
Confederates were fate down before Bon, he had. 
a great Mind to, have attempted. the. Raiſing 


the Siege, yet when he heard that the Duke of 
Lorain lay quarter'd upon the Banks of the Ms- 
ſelle, to obſerve his Motion, he wheel'd about into 


the Eleorate of Mayence, highly complaining 
that he Could have no better Intelligence of the. 


Conjunction of the Confederates. F 
Strange were the Effe&s of this Expedition 
of his Highneſs the Prince of Orange. For it 
put the French into ſuch a Conſternation to ſee 
ſuch Recoyls of Fortune, that they who lately 
menac*d with ſo much inſulting Pride, the Ruine 
of others, were now at their Wits end how to 
ſave themſelves. Willingly they would have op- 
poſed his Deſigns, but they wanted Recruits, and 
found that Men were not ſo ſoon born as kill'd. 
Their infinite Multitudes were now reducd to 


thoſe ſmall Numbers, that they were not able to 


keep the Field, without extreamly exhauſting 
their Garrzſons. They that were ſuch ill Hutl- 
bands of rhe Creation, and ſo profuſe of Human 
Race, as to ſquander away ſo many Generations 
of Mankind, would now have been glad of half 
their havock'd Multirudes to keep their wither d 
Garlands from dropping from their Foreheads. 
They that were 1o laviſh of whole Armies, as 
if they only conquer'd to depopulate, and car'd 
not what they ſpent of their own Plenty, to be 
Maſters of the impoveriſh'd Rights of Others, 
now found too late, that Victory bought too 
dear, was rather Calamity then Conqueſt, {ince 

Con- 
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The LIFE of 


Conqueſts could not be preſerv*d without the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the fame Force with which they were 
at firſt obtain'd ; beaten at a Diſtance by their 
Own Prodigaliry, and conſtrain'd to ſurrender 
back their Vifories by their former Waſt of 
Courage and Reſolution. While rhe Prince on 
the other ſide, penurious of his Men, and only 
venturing the Lives of his Souldiers, while he ex- 
pos'd his « own, upon the juſt Call of ſelf Defence, 
gain'd eafie Triumphs over the Living, for want 
of the Dead ; and Victory courted his Prudence, 
finding her ſelf fo unſife in the Raſhneſs of his 
Enemies, who had fought ſo ill, that rhey were 
forced to repent that they had ever been her Fa- 
vorites. Not upon theſe Conſiderations, but up- 
on theſe Neceflities, ro which they had reduc'd 
themſelves, the -French were compell'd to quit a 
great part of their Conqueſts in the Low Countries, 
and drain their Garrifons, rather then ſuffer the 
powerful Armics of the Confederates, to recover 
the Cities of the Rhine, the Menſe: and Meſel with- 
out Reſiſtance. 

I/OERD EN was the firft Place cleared, as 
being one of rhe firſt that had felt their Tyranny. 
Where the Governor receiv'd Orders from the 
Duke of Luxemburgh to demoliſh the Bulwarks of 
the Town, and to ſend away all the great Guns 
and Ammunition too. Bur as in Bodies poſleſsd, 
the ejected Spirit never leaves his Habitation with- 
out ſome terrible Marks of his Rage before his 
Expulſion ; the Governor, before he ſtirr'd, ſent 
tor the Magifſtrates,and demanded twenty thouſand 
Franks to redeem their City from Plunder and 


Conflagration, pretending Orders from the King 
and 
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and Duke of Lnxemburgh, unleſs they pay'd the 
{aid Sum, to fire the Town. Nor could they pre. 
vail with all their Submithons to the Duke, whom 
they attended at WUrreche, for leſs than fifteen 
thouſand Livres to fave Burning, and one thou- 
fand Livres to preſerve their Palifadoes, with Con- 
dition that their Gates, Bulwarks and Caſtle 
ſhould remain entire ; for the Payment of which, 
the gave Hoſtages. Yet ſuch was their 'Treache-. 
ry nevertheles, that the French had undermin*d the 
Caſtle and one of the Baſtions; and had certainiy 
blown up both, had not the Ruin been prevented 
by the Difcovery of certain Switzers. a 
HERDERWICK was utterly diſmantled ; never- 
theleſs they demanded 12000 Livers for their 
Kindneſs in leaving it; but in regard that all the 
Inhabitants of Subſtance had left the City before, 
there was nothing to be had. | 
| The Fort of CREVECEVR was utterly demo- | 
Iiſh'd ; yer they offer'd to leave the Church and 
Governor's Houſe upon the payment of 3000 
Piſtcles by thoſe of Bois le Duke ;, which being re- 
fuſed , they ſpagr'd neither the Houfe ; nor the 
Church. 
BOMMEL , a Fortreſs of great conſequence, 
- Upon the Fortifications. of which, the King of 
France had expended above fixty thouſand Livers, 
was quitted at the fame time ; the Inhabitarits 
giving twelve Hoſtages to pay thirty fix thouſand 
Livers for the Ranſom of their Houſes. 
UTRECHT, where the French had been al- 
ways conſtrain'd to keep a Gariſon of tix or ſeven 
thouſand Men at leaft, and therefore proving 
now too Chargeable; was the next deſerted Place ; 
ES bur 
, 


. 
04 forties Glo Shannen BRAD / 
« 


_ N Y 
% o = C2 TI 
mm 


> 4 5 
$ is , 
av 4194 wether Array oe rt err eee ee oe, <a 64 


Fo 


| ow” 5 4 "* is. a 0h, Ia 
< P . : «4 ; - 6847 ay #6, "of : 
2 5 F on 74 s n #." & ;? ths... "FD 7 AA "Arad 
" p - - I # af 4 ” f x at ring. ES 4 8. © Boat —”— 5 
PII 3. ſe TY | ZI 0K” SE OS FF FW ; : 
——_— wn TI = Y 
wW L 
ad _— 


but not without Hoſtages given for the Payment 
of one hundred thoufand Crowns. And now the 
French being all departed in one day, the Burgo- 
maſters abſolv*'d each other from their Oaths, 
which they had taken againſt the Reſtoration of 
the Prince of Orange, and ſent their Deputies to 
his Highneſs, to acknowledge him their State- 
holder in the Name of the whole Province. A 
Change no leſs ſudden then Grateful to all the 


People. 


In the ſame manner Elburgh upon the South- 
Sea, Campen in Overyſſel, and Hattem were quit- 
red by the French, and Steenwick and Meppell by the 
Munſterians. 

'Thus his Highneſs may in ' ſome meaſure be 
faid to have outdone Ceſar himſelf ; for he van- 
quiſh'd where he neither came nor ſaw. Only the 
Enemy ſubmitted to his diſtant Conduct, behold- 
ing the Period of their Victories in his rifing 
Glory. 


1 074. 


N Conlideration of this great and unexpected. 
Turn of Afﬀairs, occation'd by the great 
Wiſdom and Prowefs of his Highneſs, the States 
General, no leſs Grateful, then the Prince had 
been Indefatigable for the Publick, not only con- 
firm*d the Charge of Szaz-holder of the Provinces 
of Holland and Weſt Friezland, m the Perſon of 
his Highneſs during Life, bur ſerF'd it likewiſe up- 
on the Heirs Males of his Body, begotten in 
Lawtul Marriage, according to the Tenor of the 
following Decree, not to be left out in this Place, 
Ag 
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William Prince of Orange, 4101 
as being fo fair a Monument of his ſurpaſſing 
Merits. 


Friday, February the 2.d. 1674. 


" | Avins taken into Deliberation, by tway of Re- 

ſumption, what the Lords Deputzes of the City of 

| Haerlem propoſed to the Aſſembly the twenty third of 

' January /aſt paſt, whether it would not be expedient, 

* that the Charge of Stat-holder and Captain and Admi- 

ral General of the Provinces of Holland and Welſt- 

Frerzland, and Captain and Admiral General of the 

United Provinces, ſhould deſcend upon the Heirs Males 

of his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, begotten in 

| Lawful Marriage, as by the Rolls of the ſame Date os 

| more amply may appear. WE, the Body of the Nobi- 

lity, and the Deputies of the Cities, in the Name, and 

on the Behalf of the Burghers and Commonalty of the 

ſaid Cities, have declard, and do' declare by theſe Pre 

ſents, that having deliberately conſider d the State and 

Conftitution of the Government of theſe Countries, as 

it was in former Times, by the Bleſſing of God, under , 
the moſt Illuſtrious Princes of Orange, of glorious - | 
Memory, His Highneſs's Predeceſſors, and particularly 

what has befallen this Republic, for theſe twenty three 

or. twenty four Tears laſt paſt, till now, we have ob- 

ferv'd that this Republic has been afflited with ſeveral 
Calamities and Diſaſters, as well Domeſtic as Foraign, \ 
ever ſince the ſad and unfortunate Tear 1650. That 

as to Our Foreign Calamities, We have never been 

without Wars, or the Fears of Wars : More particularly, 

one moſt dreadful War between the Kingdom of England 

and theſe States, which ſhook the very Foundations of 

the Government of theſe Countries, ſo that hardly it 
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has recover'd Breath ever ſince the ſaid War : aid a- 
nother againſt the Crown of Portugal, in the Tears 
1656. and 1658. and 16 59. and another occaſion- 
ed by the Intereſt of the Northern Wars. That im 
the Tear 166 4.. they had another new War with the 
King of Great Britain, and now this preſent IV/ar more 
ſad and fatal than all the reſt. And that during the whole 
Courſe of the ſaid War, this Repnblick has been con- 
ſtrain'd to ſuffer many Affronts from her Neighbours, 
to whom She was before a Terrour. That as to our 
Domeſtic Affairs, We have been overwhelm 'd with In- 
reſtine Diviſions and Faftions. That from the Tear 
1650. to the Tear 1660. ſeveral Members of this 
Republic have had a particular Averſion to the Perſon 
of the preſent Prince of Orange, the only Son of that 
Vluſtrious Family ;, and that others on the contrary bave 
zealonſly maintain'd, that the ſaid Prince ought not to 
be ſo ungratefuily abandon'd. That the King of Great 
Britain being rec alld to the Qovernment of bis Domini- 
075, and paſſing ins through theſe Countries, im order to his 
Embarking for England, this Republic teſtify d, as 
well to his Majeſty, as to the Princeſſes Royal and Drwas- 
ger, that they would take particular Care of the Intereſ# 
and Education of his Highneſs, and to reſtore him to the 
Dignaties which his Illuſtrious Anceſtors, of glorious 
Memory, had enjoyd. But that after the Death of the 


 faid Princeſs Royal, all Good Will and Af eftion toward 


his Hizhneſs was loſt, and no farther notice taken of 


him, till of late, that ſome Care was taken of his — 


cation, and that at length, toward the end of 1671. 
1672. great Conteſts aroſe about the Eleion of bis 
Highneſs to be Captain General of the Militia of this 
Country. Thar we have found by ſad Experience, that 
che faid Inteſtine Diviſions and Fattions have given an 
Occaſic 101 
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William Prince of Orange. 193 
Occaſion to the Enemies of this Repnblick, to affront us 
every moment, as knowing tell that they render Us un- 


capable to mind Our own Defence, by the Viojation of. 


that Union which laid the Foundatim of this Repub- 
lic, and which God has ſo miraculouſly bleſs d. And 
that the Differences which aroſe every day about the E- 
letion of a Captain General of the Militia, and the 


Diſcords which hapned among the principal Members of 


this Republic were the Occaſions that retarded and hin- 
dred thoſe Deliberations and Reſolutions, which of ne- 
ceſſity ought to have been taken, to repel foraign Force, 
and made us ſpend in idle Diſputes, that precious Time 
which ought to have been better husbanded. That the 
ſaid Diviſions were the Reaſon, that toward the Tear 
1671. when the King of France openly declar d that 
he would make a War againſt this Country, we con- 
fum'd whole Months together in deliberating about the 
EleAion of a Captain General, and whether to pitch 
upon the Perſon of bis Highneſs, which Time ought to 
have been ſpent in providing for the Defence of the 
State. And that for the (ame Reaſon it was, that 
the Kins of France invaded this Country by force of 
Arms, in the Tear 167%. and reducd Us to the laſt 
Extremitics and Hazard of total Ruine. That there= 
fore the Lords, the States of Holland, have deem®d jt 
neceſſary, as the only Expedient that they can imagin or 
hope for, abſolutely to pluck, up by the Roots the Occaſions 
of the ſaid Fattions and Diviſions, to prevent their falling 
any more into thoſe Misfortunes and Miſeries to which 
they have been hitherto expoſed ; and on the other ſide, 
. to acknowledge the great Services which the moſt uſtri- 


_ ous Houſe of Orange has from time to time perform'd 
for the Preſervation and Eſtabliſhment of this Republic. © 


; For theſe Reaſons, the Lords of the Body of the Nobi- 


| 
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bility, as alſo the Deputies of the Cyfres have unani- 
-monſly conferr d, and by theſe Preſents do confer, in 
the Name, and4 on the Behalf of the Burghers and 
Commonalty of the faid Cities, upon his Highneſs || 
and his Heirs Male, begotten in Lawful Matrimony, | 
the Charge of Stat-holder, Captain and Admiral Ge- 
neral of the Provinces of Holland and Weſt-friez,- 
land, with all the  Dipnities, Preeminences, Preroga- 
tives, Rites and Priviledges thereto belonging, without 
any Exception or Reſervation, im as ample and, in 
the ſame manner, as the ſame Charge 3s at preſent 
executed by his Highneſs. And conſequently, that after 
the Deceaſe ef his ſaid Highneſs (to whom neverthe=- 
leſs the States of Holland wiſh a long and happy Life, 
in all Health and Profperity) the ſaid Charge of Stat- 
holder, Captain and Admiral General of the Provinces 
of Holland aud Welt-friezland, with all the Dip- 
mities, Preeminences, Prerogatives, Rites and Privi- 
fedpes thereunto belonging, without any Exception or Re- 
ſervation, fhall devolve and deſcend upon his Heirs 
Males, begotten in Lawful Wedlock, In purſuance of 
tehich Reſolution, the ſatd Lords of the Body of the 
Nobility have order d Letters Patenrs to be drawn up, 
and Seal'd with the Great Seal of the ſaid Provin- 


cor, GQC. 


The blne Day alſo " States of Zealand con + 
ferr'd the ſame Dignities upon his Highneſs, and 
made him withal Hereditary Noble of their Pro- | 
VINCE. 
And now 1t was high rime to cleanſe that Au- | 
gear: Stable of Diſorder and Confuſion, with 
which the French had over-run and contaminated 


the fert'd Government of thoſe Provinces, where 
| they 
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they had left behind them: the Slot- and Defile- 
ment. of ;their Licentious Violence. - 'There- 
fore the Prince, well knowing. it was no leſs the 
Glory .of a Sovereign Governour to correct and 
reform at Home, as well as to Conquer Abroad, 
and that the Recovery of loſt 'Territories was but 


| half Performance, till they were reduc'd to their 


Priſtine. Methods of antient Laws and Cuſtoms, 


haſten'd to Urrechz, to re-ſettle the Government of 


thar Province. \ 


4 


To which purpoſe, he was no ſooner arriv'd in 


that City, but he repair'd to the Aflembly: of 


Eſtates, and in Place, made, a new Election of 
Perſons to officiate;in the Colledge of Counſellers 
Elect. After that, he made a new Choice. of 0- 
thers to repreſent the Body of the Nobility ; and 
in the laſt place, made a ſelect. Choice of Men 
of Ability and Integrity to officiate in the Magt- 


 ſtracy and Council of the City. ; 
This done, his Highneſs gave them to under-_ 


ſtand, that at the Requeſt of ſeveral of the 
Burghers, he had drawn up a Draught of certain 
Orders, for the better Government of the Pro- 
yince for the future, yet that he would not im- 
poſe any thing upon them, without the Advice 
and Approbarion of them thar were preſent, - Up- 
on which they all retir'd to their ſeveral Aſſem- 
blie, and after due Debate, unanimouſly {ubmit- 


red to the Regulations that his Highneſs had pro- 


pos'd, which were to this Effect. 

That the Government of the Province ſhould 
relide in the Hands of three. diſtin&t Societies as 
formerly, the Counſellors Elect, the Body of the No+ 
bility, and the Deputies of the Cities 'I hat the 

Counſel 
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'Y Counſellors Elet ſhould continue in their Places dur- 4 
| ing the ſpaces of three years, and no longer, and. © 
that at the Expiration of the faid Term (of L 
which they were to give three Months Notice ro ; 
the Governour General) it ſhould be lawful for him ; 


to continue the Old ones, or make new Alterati- 
ons as he pleagd himſelt, without ContradiCtion, 
rovided he introduc'd none but ſuch as were of ; 
the Reformed Religion ; and moreover, that of 
theſe Counſellors Elef, four were to be Burghers, 
and four Gentlemen. | 
That the Governour Genera! ſhould have the | 
Diſpoſal of the vacant Places of the Provoſts, as 
alſo of the Revenues of the Vicaridges belonging 
to the Provoſt, Deans and Friery Chapters, ſo ſoon 
as they ſhould become vacant, for the Relief of | 
poor Miniſters, and Widows of Miniſters, and 
for other Pious Uſes within the Province. That: |} 
to avoid Diſputes about the Convocation of the 
Nobility, the Governour ſhould have the fole Pow- 
er, upon the Death of any one or more of thar 
= Number, to inveſt in his or their Room, ſuch 
= Perſon or Perſons as he ſhould think fir, of the 
Reformed Religion, with refþe& to their Age, 
their Birth and Eſtate, with ſeveral other Parti- 
culars, in reference to the Baylifts of Cities, Pre- 
ſidents, Advocates, Fiſcalls, Marſhals of the re- 
| ſpective Quarters, and all Military Employments, ; 
of which, ali the Vacancies after the firſt Nomi- L 
nation and Election of the Governour General , were 1 
to be, for the future, at his Diſpoſal. And laſtly, 
there was the Form of an Oath produc'd, which 
every one that were preſent took without any ; 
{cruple, and which all others were oblig'd to take, 
T- Murath 
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Mutatis Mutands, according to their ſeveral Fun- 
ions. Laſtly, upon a Propoſal , whether it 


were not proper to confer the Office of Governour 


General, Captam and Admiral General of the Pro- 


vince upon his Highneſs and his Male Ifſue Law- 
fully begotten ; the Propoſition was unanimouſly 
embrac'd, and the Dignity conferrd without any 
farther Delay. A ſtrange and happy Turn, 
from conſtrain'd Servility, to willing and unani- 
mous Sbbmiffion, the one reſembling Hell, . the 
other Heaven upon Earth. . 

Ar the ſame time General Rabenhaupt, with the 
Militia of Friſe and Groninghen, reinforc'd with the 
Regiment of Burmania, having taken the Field, 
made himſelf Maſter of Northom, which he mann'd 
with ſixteen Troops of Horſe, and {xx Companies 


of Foot, and thence advancing into the Twent, 
took in ſeyeral lefler Places, with an intent to 


clear thoſe Parts of the Munſterians, to which pur- 
poſe he prolong*d his March as far as Nyenhys. 
Preſently the Murſterians upon Notice of his Ab- 
ſence ſurround Northom - again with five Regji- 
ments of Horſe, three Troops of Dragoons, and 
three hundred Foot under M. General Nagel, and 
beat the Out-guards of the Garriſon into the 
Town. Of which General Rabenhaup: having 
Intelligence, haſtens back to the Relief of the 


Place, and forc'd the Enemy to a ſwift retreat 


with the loſs of {ſixty Men ſlam upon the Place, 
and fifty taken Priſoners. "The next day he re- 
turn'd to Nyenhuys, and becauſe he was reſolv'd to 
make quick Work, gave Order to five ſeveral 
Regiments, to forms the Town in five ſeveral 
Places at once, Which was done with that fury, 


that 


108 The LIFE of 
that-after a quarter of an hours difpute, the Enemy 
was driven into the ' Caſtle, which was only a 
Houſe environ'd with a ſingle Rampart defended 
i by two great Guns; Which the Affailants pur-. 
if ſuing their Advantage were juſt ready to enter 
| when the Enemy cryed for Quarter, and had ir 
| granted to the whole Garrifon, to the Number of 
| three hundred and twenty Foot, and thirteen Of- 
= -- ficers; and two hundred and ſeventy Horſe and 
Dragoons, and fifteen Officers. General Rabenhaupt 
[| thus ſucceſsful returns ro his Winter Quarters and 
H diſperſes his Men; which Nagel had no fooner 
ll - Notice of, but he returns to Nyenbuys, and re- 
covers it again for the Biſhop of Munſter. + 
However the Biſhop- of Muſter not :liking 
theſe uncertain Chances of War, or rather dread- 
i ing upon the Approach of the Imperialiſts, the loſs 
i" of his own, While he was invading his Neigh- - 
W bours Territories, makes his peace with the Em- 
i peror. Which ſo diſcourag'd the French in the 
| 
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| Frontier Garifons of their Netherland Conqueſits | 
| not yet forſaken, that. the Marquiſs of Bellefonds, | 

{'* who ſucceeded Marſhal 4 Humzeres in the Govern- | 
IF ment of thoſe Parts, refolv'd* to quit the reſt, 

i# under pretence of a greater neceſfity to preſerve 

is \ their Acquiſts upon the Rhine. Beſides he had In- 

1" telligence of the Prince of Oranges intended March 

+ into Brabant, with 'Thirty thouſand Men to joyn 

| | | the Spaniſh Army of "Twenty Thouſand more. 

10h So that the Marguiſs inſtead of fortifying, began 

iy to think of demoliſhing all the Places that re- 

T8 main'd under his Command. Tie! compounded 

for 20000 Florins to fave themſelves from 


Plunder and Conflagration, and 2000 _e 
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William Prince-of Orange. ro9 
the Preſervation of their Bulwarks. Zutphen 
agreed for 750000 Florins and gave twelve 
Hoſtages: and the City of Arnheime concluded 
with the French Treaſurer, for a hundred and 
fixty Florins, beſides 4000 Buſhels of Wheat and 
Meal, which they- were obligd to ſend to Graves. 
Deventer was alſo cleared by the Biſhop of Mun- 
fter for 4000 Rix Dollers, and gave 'Hoſtages. 
And thus the whole Province of Overyſe! regain*d 
their, ancient Laberty, under their Native and 
Lawful Soveraigns. 'Thereupon his Highneſs de- 
puted Commihoners, to make fuch Alterations in 
the Government as was requiite for the preſent, 
and to ſettle the Afﬀairs of thoſe Parts, till he had 
lerfure to make a ſecond review, and compleat the 
Regulation of the French Diſorders. - 

The King of France ſeemd highly to be of- 
fended at theſe Proceedings of the Marqueſs, caſts 
him quite out of his favor, ſends him back into 
France, and as it were exiles him to Bourguiſe , 
commanding him not to appear at Court. 'Though 
others were of opinion that they were only Bra- 
vado's to conceal his Neceflities, and that he was 
glad of thoſe Reinforcements to. carry on his 
Deſigns upon Franchie Conte. However all men 
aſcribd the Honour of theſe conſtrained Deſer- 
tions to his Highneſs of Orange ; and well indeed 
they might, as being the Perſon who like another 
Scipio, by carrying. the War into the Enemies 
Country, had in leſs than two years time, com- 
peld all the French Hannibals to quit his own, 
and to look after the main Chance. 

However the King of France having thus loſt 
in one place, like the Sea, reſolves to gain in ano- 
h ther, 
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ther, and to that purpoſe enters with an Inunds- 
tion of Men into Franchie Conte. Where under 
the Protection and Guard of another Army as 
numerous as his own, commanded by the Prince of 
Conde, in a ſhort time he took Becanſon, Dole, Malins, 
and made himſelf Maſter, according to-his wiſhes, 
of the whole Province. 

Upon the Aſſembling of theſe two Numerous 
Bodies together , his Highneſs the Prince of 
2 Orange, repairs to the Army at Berghen op Zoom ; 
from whence he Marches for Aalinergand lay upon 
L. his Guard 1n Brabant, during all the time of the. 
King of France's new Neighbourhood. But he 
being departed for Parts, after he had compleat- 
ed his Conqueſt, with the loſs of many a brave 
Officer, and ſome thouſands of his ſtouteſt Soul- 
diers , the Imperialiſts tz]l down to Namurr, and 
by the taking of the Caſtle and Dinant, having 
obtain'd a free paſſage over the Meue, coal the 
River, and joyn with the reſt of the Confederates 
toward the end of Fuly. Ar what time after x 
ſhort Conference between the three Generals, 
it was order'd that General Souches ſhould lead 
the Van ; that his Highneſs the Priace of Orange 
ſhould command the main Battel, and the Count de 
[| Monterey the Rear-guard. In this Order it was that 
it the Confederates prepar'd to Attack the Prince of 
\ Conde , who with an Army of Fifty thouſand 

| Men, lay Encamp'd behind the River Pieron, to 
| thwart the Deſigns of the Enemy. On the other 
fide the Confederates being Sixty thouſand ſtrong, 
refolv'd to draw the Prince from his Poſt, and 
give him Battel; to which purpoſe they March'd 


directly toward him; being plentifully fuppli- 
cd 
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William Pr:xce of Orange. ITE 
ed with all manner of Proviſions out of Bra- 
bant. ar 
With this reſolution the three Armies arriv'd 
at Nivel, at the beginning of Auguſt ; where they 
Encampd for ſome days. But becauſe they 
ſaw that the Prince of Conde made no Prepara- 
tions to come forth, but rather ſought to fortify 
himſelf ro greater advantages within his Trenches, 
the Confederates thought it neceſſary to make 
their Approaches a little nearer to him ; to try 
whether he would hazard a Battel in the open 
Field. To which purpoſe being arriv'd within _ 1 
hve or ſnxx Miles of the French Camp, they la- | 
bour'd by all the ways imaginable to draw the 
Prince . of Conde out of his Trenches. But all 
in vain; for the Prince, whether it were by Or- 
der of the King, or the effect of his own delibe- 
rations, would not ſtir. 'Thereupon ſeeing all 
their Pains prov'd ineffeftual, they relolv'd to 
Attack ſome place of importance belonging to the 
French, believing that the Prince would iflue forth 
ro relieve it, and that ſo they might compaſs 
Deſigns. ” 
With theſe Reſolutiensof his Highneſs of Orange 
decamp'd from Seneff,, and direfted his March 
toward Binch. T he Imperialiſts had the Van-guard, 
the Holland Army the main Battel, and the Spani- 
ards brought up the Rear. Moreover, by reaſon of 
the narrowneſs of the Paſſages the Cavalry 
March'd on the Left hand, the Infantry in the - 
Middle, and the Artillery together with the Bag= . 
gage on the Left. And to ſecure their March, 
the Count of Vaudemont was left behind with 4000 — © 
Horſe and ſome Dragoons. — 
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'The Prince of Conde having Intelligence of 
this Movement, and knowing well the SiAculry 
of the ways, through which the Confederates 
were to paſs,  fail'd not to put his-Men in Order. 
However becauſe he did - not think it ſo ſafe to 
cope with Confederates upon equal 'T'erms, He 
therefore let the Vanguard paſs, and a good Part 
the Main Body ſome Leagues before. But when 


he thought they were advanc'd fo far before, 


that they could not return in time, he then 
thought it high time to fall upon their Rearguard. 


Thereupon the Prince drew out of his Trenches, 


and March'd dire&tly againſt the Cavalry .com- 


manded by the Prince of Vaudemont, who, finding 


himſelf in- a Country where the Horſe could nor - 


ſo well a& their parts by reaſon of the many 
Ditches arid Encloſures, ſent to his Highneſs 
of Orange for two Patton; of Infantry, while 

his 'Horſe were engag*d with the Enemy ; there- 

upon, his Highneſs ſent him three, under the 
Command of the Young Prince Maurice of Naſſau. 
Being arriv'd they were placed on the other {ide 
of Seneff, before the Cavalry, in a kind of 
a Thicker. But for as much as the whole 
Army of the Enemy was now March'd out of 
their [eeolles it was thought convenient to ſend 
for the Troops that lay on the other fide -of the 
River which runs by Sexeff;, and then they plan- 
ted the three Battalions of Foot, which were pol- 


ted before in the 20d, cloſe by the Bridge of 


Seneff, over which the Freach were: to als. 
There they had not been long, before. the French 
attack*d as well the Cavalry as the Dragoons and 
Intantry, but notwithſtanding all their fury, they 


could 
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could not force thein to forſake heir Poſt, flo that 
the French were forc'd to quit their deſign of 
gaining that Paſs, and made a Bridge over .the 


. 


iver a little higher. So that after they had by 
thar means Joyn'd all their Forces together, the 


corifederate | Cavalry was rang*d behind the In- 


fantry, .yet fo as they were ſtill ready to come up 


1hge. — 113 


to their relief. In the mean time the Foot fir'd 


with great fury upoti the French that had paſt the 


River and had made a great laughter. Bur in re- 


x "ja the confederates were very much ſtreighten'd 
for want. .of Ground, and that the Frexch fell in 
from all parts of the Food, the confederare Infan- 


try was forc'd to recoile; being overlaid by. the 


mnymbers of the Enemy; which was the reaſon 
that they loſt ſeveral of their Principal Officers. 
For-.here it was that the Youtig Prince Maurice, 
who Commanded the Brigade, was taken Priſoner 
Collonel Machivits was kill'd; Eo i 

So ſoon as the Foot were, retir'd, the French 
rigorouſly puſh'd on toward the Cavalry com- 
manded by the Prince of Vaudemont, and the Prince 
of Conde began to range his Men .in Battel-artay, 


ith ſeveral other Officers, and that Lieutenant 


ordering his Foot to March under the coverts of - 


the Hedges and Buſhes. Thereupoh the Canfe- 
derate Horſe were order'd to give them a home 
Charge. Which when they were preparing to 
do, they found a Hollow way between both Par- 
ties, fo that they were order'd. to wheel oft to the 


Right hand, and 1oyn the reſt of the Arty; for. 


fear the Enemy ſhould intercept their Retreat and 

charge them in the Flanck: *The French obſerving 

that, wheel'd away to the Left, and made wet 
I & 
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114. j © add 
haſt to charge that Body of Cavalry,that the Prinee | 
=_ :: of Vaudemont had only time to order the three Bar- | 
ralions of Foot, to make head againſt the Enemy. 
This firſt Encounter prov'd unfortunate to the 
Confederates ; for that the three Commanders in | 
Chief of this Brigade were all raken Priſoners with | 
ſeveral others of the greateſt Quality ; asthe Duke | 
of Holſtein, the Prince of Solms and Permillac, who 
were Priſoners, and Monſieur de Languerac ſlain. 
 Andthough all endeavours were us'd to rally the 
= four Battalions, there was no good to be done ; for 
they betook themſelves to flight, without diſcharging 
M0 .one Volley upon the Enemy. True it is that the 
| Prince of Vaudemont, ſhew'd all the marks of 
| an Extraordinary Courage and Valour, Burt 
| all his Labours were in efteCtual. And here ir was 
\Þ alſo, that his Highneſs of Orange gave particular 
{| Teſtimonies of his undaunted Bravery , leaving 
if nothing omitted which the nioſt ancient and moſt 
| experienc'd Commander could have done. For he 
| threw himſelf with his Sword in his Hand before 
! : © the daunted Fugitives, and by all the ways ima- 
| 


ginable endeavour'd to ſtop their flight, and with 
his own Example to encourage them to.renew the | 
| Combar ; So that he was often in danger either of 
| being ſlain or taken Priſoner- But there was no 
good to be done till they were got under the Shelter 
of a Body of the Spawiſh Horſe, that was poſted at 
the Foot of a little Hill between them and the 
Village of Tey. Another Party. of thoſe run-aways 
V8 joyn'd themſelves with ſixteen Battalions of Foot, 
18 under the Command of the Duke of Villa Her- 
| moſa, who when the purſuing French drew near, 
' marchd againſt them ar the Head of his I'roops, 


and 
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William Preazce of Orange. 185 
and perform'd all that could be expected from x 
Perſori of his Valor and Condu&t, in the deſperate 
Condition of Afﬀeairs at that time. The reſt of 
the diſmay'd Confederates joyn'd themſelves with 
a Body of Infantty, that was likewife poſted at 

the foot of the {atne Mountain: | 
On the other ſide the Prince of Conde, who 
was advane'd fo far in the purſtir, fell furiouſly 
upon the Spaniſh Cavalry, and the Foot which 
he had already driven thither for their ſecurity. 
Which caus'd the Marqueſs of Afſentar to ſend 
for four Regiments more fromi the Foot of the 
Mountain to reinforce his Cavalry: Which the 
Prince of Conde obſervirig; ordered five or ſix 
Battalions of Infantry to- advance, together with 
a Brigadeof Horſe, and then dividing his con- 
joyned Troops into right and lefr Wings , 
Charged the Confederate Horſe in Front, and pur 
them into ſome diſorder. And here it was again 
that the Marqueſs did the utmoſt he could, 5y his 
Example, to rally his Men and reſtore the Fight, 
till at length being Wounded in ſeven places, he 
was at laſt ſlain outright at the Head of his 
Troops. 'The Horſe being thus diforder'd, fell 
foul upon the four Battalions of Infantry, that 
Were ſent to their Relief, and put them likewiſe 
into a great Confubon, notwithſtanding all the 
Induſtry of the Duke of Villa Hermeſa, and the 
Prince of Vaudemont to rally them again ; and nor 
only {o, but they diforder'd the remaining part 
of the Infantry that lay poſted under the Moun- 
tain, though Cone Faldeck did all he could to 
unite them again. Bur finding 'twas all bur Ja- 
bour loſt, he charged the Victorious Eneniy in 
I 2 flank; 
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flank, with a freſh Body of Horſe, which had 
3 Joyned him but a little Te - And certainly 
there was all the reaſon in the world, ' to have 
expected a good Effect of this Encounter, con- 
| 1-0 oe the Valour and Experience of the Com- 
mander,had he been well Seconded ; but being over- 
| laid by the Numbers of the Enemy, he refcu*d 

himſelf out of the Medley, after he had {lain 
two of his Afttagoniſts, hand to hand; and at | 
length bleeding from three Wounds recover'd the | 
reſt of the Body. 

In the hear of this Hurly burly, fome of the | 
. Enemies Battalions had __ themſelves Maſters 
| of the Baggage belonging to the Holland Army, 
and had Pillagd "thy part. For the Wag- 
goners inſtead of Barricading themſelves within 
| their Wagons, cut their Horſes Harneſs, and flew 

| -full peed without ever looking behind them, ſome 

to Bruſſels,ſome to other Places, where they ſpread 

EO a Report that all was loſt. And indeed the Prince 

had had a very great Advantage in this Battle,could 

| | hehavebeen contented with what he had alrady 

gain'd ; but his impetuous Nature would have all 

or none ; which happend to be his Fate art 
length. 

For after he had embattel?d together his own 
Life-Guard , his Cuiraſſeers , and "the reſt of his 
Troops that lay behind , he advanc'd toward the 
main Body of the Confederates, commanded next 
under his Highneſs of Orange by Prince Maurice, 
the Rhine Grave, and Major St Vane. Art the 
fame time General Souches, who lead the Vanguard, 
and was advanc'd ſome hours march before the reſt 


No of the Army,having Intelligence of what had paſt, 
haſten'd 
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William, Praxe of. Orange. n 7- 
haſten'd back with all ſpeed,and by one of the clock . 


in the Afternoon joyn'd the main Battle. At what 


time his Highneſs advantageouſly embattell'd the 


Imperialiſts and Spaniards in the left Wing, and gave 
the right to his own Men : And then it was, that 
the Fight renew'd with moreFury and Vigor then 
ever. 

The D.of rel h commanded the Right 
Wing of the French , wa the D. of Nonailles the 
left ; "or the Marquif of Rochfort , the Chevalier 


Tourilles, and the Count of Montal were all three . 


wounded already. | 

The firſt Conteſt of the French was. the moſt 
furious that ever was known , duri ing the whole 
War. Honour, Hatred, Revenge, Hope and De- 
ſpair were the Incentives of their Valour on both 


tide Hope of Victory animated both Armies,and 


both —_ deſperate ſeem'd equally refolv'd ra- 
ther todye than be o'recome. His Highneſs the 
| Prince of Orange, ſhewing himſelf in all Places, 


| omitted no Pains upon an Occaſion fo important , 


| that mighr conduce to Vitory.;z ſometimes throw- 
ing himſelf into the thickeſt of his Enemies, tothe 


palpable hazard of his Life. And the Souldiers 
being animated by his Example, fought with Emu- 
lation to out-do one another; ſo that it may be 
truly faid, that they withſtood the :impetuous {hock 
of the Enemy with a reliſtance not to bg expreſt, 
Which having diſappointed the Prince of Conde's 
Expectations, he endeovour*d to wheel off his Men 
to the left; but Mr. de Fariaux , a Perſon of ap- 
proved Valor, and Major General of the Holland 
Army , being ſent with ſome Squadrons of Infan-, 
ys Rl by the Count of. Ghavagnqux , who 
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commanded a Battalion of Imperial Cavalry te 
prevent that deſign, withſtood the French with fo 
much Bravery, that they were forc'd to retire; and 
upon that, the Count ſent for four Pieces ky. Ca- ; 
non,with which he annoy*d the Enemy much more. | 
General Souches flung himſelf into the thickeſt of 
the Enemies, and gave thoſe proofs of a more than 
ordinary Valor, which he was always wont to do 
upon the ſame oafon. The Prince of Lorain 
did no lefs, as He that was {cen ſeveral times to 
fight at the head of the firſt Ranks , though not | 
_ the loſs of ſome blood, he was at length 
forc'd to retire out of the Fight. Prince Pio, who 
was drawn up with his Brigade near the Village of 
Seneff , accompanied with the Marquiſs of Grana 
and the Count of Starenburgh, after he had fignali- 
zed himſelf by many brave exploits, was wounded 
in the Thigh with a Musket Shot. But for all 
that, the Marqueſ of Grana, and the Sons of Gene- 
ral Souches behav'd themſelves fo valiantly at the 
head of their Squadrons , that the French Switzers 
could not gain upon them an Inch of ground , 
which contributed very much to the obo ſucceſs 
of the Battle. 

In the meantime the Prince of Conde charg?d 
the Right Wing of the Confederates with his Cui- 
raſſeers , and the Troops belonging to the King's 
Houſe ; but toas little purpoſe. Only that abour 
ſeven a clock in the Evening he brake through 
two Squadrons of Foot that were drawn up in a 
Meadow at a diſtance. But fach was then the {1g- 
nal Service which Prince Maurice did the States; that 
he Ropp? d the Impetuoſity of the Enemy, and pre- 


vented any co Diſorder on that fide , with no 
leſs 
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that it may be truly ſaid , His Courage and Con- 
duct were not a little contributory to the happy e- 
vent of the Fight ; till he was atlength conftrain'd 
to quit the Field by reaſon of a wound which he re- 
ceiv'd. Major General Vane, and-the Sieur de Þil- 
lamire, having given ſignal Marks of their appro- 
ved Valour, were both mortally wounded and dy- 
ed of their wounds. ” 

Thus the two Armies fought till night, with an 
Obſtinacy on both ſides hardly to be parallel'd, tho 
the Field were all ftrew'd over with the Bodies of 
the ſlain and wounded. While the Combatants 
cover'd with blood and ſweat, encourag d one anoe 
ther the more by the ſight of ſuch a diſmal Specta- 
cle. You might ſee whole Battalions on both ſ1dex, 
ſometimes recoyling, but then in an inſtant rally'd 
by the good Conduct of their Leaders : Among 
whom his Highneſs the Prince of Orange was {till 
the Firſt, who ſhew'd himſelf in all the heat of A- 
ction, encouraging his Men by kis magnanimous 
Example. He was attendedalſo by the Prince of 


Friſe, a young Gentleman of about twenty years 


of Age,who fought all along by his Highnels's ſide, 
m the thickeſt throngs of the Enemy, and per- 
form?d all thoſe duties of a Souldier which could be 
expected from a Prince ſo young, ſo vallant and 
generous. 

And thus the Fury of the Freneh, which at the 
beginning thought to have ſweptall before*em , a» 
bout ten a clock at night began to abate, the French 
Infantry, of whichthey had loſt a confiderable part, 
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William Prince of Orange. Ig 

lefs condudt than courage. The Rhinegrave allo, was | 
ſo far from coming behind any of thoſe, who be- 
hav'd themſelves with the moſt undaunted Bravery, 
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drawing off at a diſtance, notwithſtanding all the 
Endeavors of the Prince of Conde to have brought 
them on again. So that the Prince fearing ſome 
farther miſchief might befal his Army, gave Or- 
ders alſo for the Horſe to retire ;-only leaving cer- 
' tain Squadrons of Dragoons behind to ſecure their 
Retreat ; which he likewiſe afterwards drew off , 
ſo ſoon as ne found the remaining Part of his Ar- 
my fafe ; leaving by thar means the Vidtory and 
Poſleffion of the Field of Battle to his Highneſs 
the Prince of Qrange ; who two hours after the 
Retreatof the French drew off” his Army alſo 
to their appointed Quarters. However he left 
Monſieur de Fariaux all that Night in the Field to 
obſerve the Motions of the Enemies ; who ill 
digeſting their rude Entertainment the day before, 
were {o far from making any farther Attempt, 
that the Prince of Conde, only left ſome few Dra- 
goons 1 his Old Quarters, and retired three hours 
March up higher, fearing the purſuit of the 
Confederates. 

Thus ended this Bloody Battel, wherein the 
Confederates had the worſt at the beginning, bur 
carry'd away the Victory at the concluſion. For 
on the Enemies fide were Slain ſeven Thouſand 
Men outright, beſides the wounded of which the 
Prince of Conde left above own thouſand five 
hundred in the Villages round about, upon his 
leaving his old Quarters at Pieron. On the fide 
of the Confederates the whole number of Slain 
Wounded, taken Priſoners and Deſerters, did not 
amount to above fix thouſand five hundred in all : 
beſides that of the laſt ſeveral that were diſpeirc'd 
and fcarter'd from their Companions in the Heat 
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_ William PEE if Orange. 1 
of the Medley, ſoon after | return'd. to- their 


Colours. 
It is faid that there was a Letter horrid 
from the Prince of Conde to the King'of France, 
- wherein he gave him an acccompt, zhae upon 4 
General Review of his Army, he found himſelf but in 4 
forry Condition, as having loſt the Flower of his Infan- 
try, and the beſt part of his Horſe, and therefore did 
not think himſelf ſtrong enough to hazard a ſecond 
encounter. Which was agreeable to the Liſts of 
the Slain and Wounded on the French ſide. For 
not to recken the Wounded, the Liſt of the Slain 
in the Freneh Army, contains 


The Marquiſles of Chanvalan, 
De Clemerant, 
De Bourbon, and 
De Ihers. | 
Three Counts, + 
| ' Two Cornets of the Kings Guards. 
Above forty Officers of the Guards of the Kings 


Bod 
| three Officers of the Kings Regiment. 
Fourfcore Officers of the-. 'Lueens Guards. 

Three Regiments Totally rumed. 

Seven hundred Switzers of the Kings Life Guard 
of Foot. 

Nine Collonels : and eght Lieutenant Collonels 
and Majors. 

One hundred ſixty five Captains, belides In- 
feriour Officers. 
In the Liſt of the Slain on the ſido of the-Coor 

- federates, were, 


The Marquis of Aſſentar 
q , Major 
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Major General Vane, 
The Sieur de Villamarre, 
The Sieur de Langerac, 
_ Five Collonels, 
- Four Lieutenant Collonels, - 
Several Captains and Inferiour Officers. 


So that it was no wonder that the Prince of 
Conde acknowledged the ill Plight of his Army, 
after ſuch a ſlaughter of his beſt and ſtouteſt 
Officers ; a loſs far more irreparable then ten 
fold the number of common Souldiers. So that 
had it not been for the Advantage which the 
French had at the beginning of the Fight, it is 
much to be queſtioned whether the Prince of Cond? 
mult not have been forc'd to have been the un- 
fortunate Meſſenger himſelf of an Abſolute De- 
feat. Nor was the taking of the white ſtandard 
of France (which was afterwards with great So- 
lemnity hung up in the Church of the Carmelites 
in Bruſſels richly Embroider'd with Gold and Silver, 
with a Sw in the middle paſſmg through the Fo- 
diac, with this haughty Motto, Nil ob/tabie Eunts) a 
' mean argument ofthe Confederates Victory. All 
which redounded to the Eternal Honour of his High- 
neſs the Prince of Orange, and which was no more 
_ then General Souches himſelf confeſs'd in his Letter to 
the States in theſe, among other words. 
© T have endeavour d to diſcharge my duty in atten- 
* ding his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, during the 
© Bloody and Famous Battle betwen the Confederate Armies 
* and that of the moſt Chriſtan King ; the happy Iſſue of 
* which has prov'd ſo much to the Glory of the Prince of 


: Orange, who ſhewd upon that occaſion the prudence 
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* of an Aged Captain, the courage of a'Celar, and the 
$ undaunted Bravery of a Marius.. All which, . my 
© Lords, I ſpeak without Flattery, which 3s contrary to 
* my Nature. | 
The next day after the fight, his Highneſs 
marched by Mons, with his whole Army, -and 


rook up his Head quarters at S:. Gilaine, where 


he was recruited with five Dutch Regiments, and 
the Imperialiſts removed to Dueveraine, where 
they lay ſtill without my conſiderable Action 
till about the Eleventh or Twelfth of Sepreme 

In the mean time General Rabenhaup: undertook 
the Siege of Graves. Which conſidering the 
Scituation of the Place, the ſtrength of the Gar- 
riſen, the plenty of Proviſion and Ammunition 
with which it was provided, the furious Attacques 
of the Beſeigers, and the vigorous reſiſtance with- 
in, render'd it one of the- moſt memorable Seiges 
that have happen'd for many years: and themore 
remarkable, for that it could not be taken, till 
lis Highneſs the Prince of Oravge was at 
leifure ro ſet his helping Hand to it's reduce- 
ment. | 

'The Garriſon conhiſted of ninty one Companies 


of Foot, amounting in all to four thouſand Men, 


and nine Troops of Horſe. The Sieur de Sr. Loas, 


an ancient and experienc'd Souldier commanded 


the Horſe ; and the Marquis de Chamilly, a valiant 
and expert Captain was Governour of the Town; 
wherein were four huudred . and fifty peices of 
Canon, of which a hundred were mounted upon 
the Bulwarks ; beſides an infinite quanty of Powder 
Carn, Granados and other Warlike I” : 

7 f 
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124: _ JW LIFE of 
for: the French had: made a Hoor*d' in that place of 
all: that they had brought away from their de. 
ſerted- Conquelts. 

Before this Place, as being a great Annoyance 
toi all the Neighbouring parts, General Rabenhaxp: 
_ fare down with about twenty Regiments of Foot 
and-ſome Horſe, ſoon after reinforc'd with three 
Regiments of Foot and two hundred Horſe un= 
der the command of D. Fohn de Pimentel, from the 
Prince of Curland; and after that, with two 
iments of Horſe from the Ele&or of Branden- 
burgh under the leading of Major General Spaen. 
Hundebech lodg'd himſelf behind the great Damm, 
on thar {ide next the Veſp; as Guiſteine allo did, 
on that ſide nexr Overyſ/el. The Brandenburgh 
Horſe lay more toward the Eaſt, to prevent releif 
from getting into the Town. And the General 
himſelf 44 his Approaches as far as the Caſtle 
of Vageſac. And thus the City being ſurrounded 
on every (ide, the Seige was carry'd on with no 
leſs violence by the Aflailants, then vigorouſly 
defended by thoſe within. > 

In the mean time this Highneſs the Prince of 
Orange, together with the Imperialiſts lay Quarter'd 
upon the Borders of Hayault, and being now well 
recover'd from the diſorder of the late Bartle, 
to think of farther Action. To which 
purpoſe, when the great Convoy from Bruſſe/s was 
arriv'd, together with the Spariſh Army, con- 
ſiſting of eight thouſand Foot, beſides the Horſe 
and- Dragoons, his Highneſs decamp'd with the 
whole Army, the twelfth of September and crofs'd 
the River of Haine by Tournay and Ath, from thence 
deligning for Ardenard. In the mean time two 

2. 4 2 : Regiments 
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William Prence, of :Qrange:. 25 
Regiments. of. Foot, and two thouſand five hundred 
Horſe. approaching nere to Gaune were ſent 40 
break- down. the Bridges of Deynſe and. Harlebeke 
upon the River Lee and fo to return to the Army. 
The fame Evening the ſaid Regiments were put 
aboard ſeveral Barges with all forts of Ammuniti- 
en and Proviſions together with five hundred 
Pioners, and ſent away to Oudenard, being follow'd 
by a Body of two thouſand five hundred Hor, 
which ,poſted themſelves that Night before .the 
Town, and ſhut up all the Paſſages to the Garri- 
ſon on that ſide. His Highneſs the Prince of 
Orange and General Souches arriv'd at the ſame 
time, and took up their Quarters, the Prince in 
the Abbey of Ename, and the Count of Souches on 
the other ſide of the River at Leupegemand-Elare ; 
and the Spaniards under the Marquis of Villa 
Hermoſa at Beveren and Moregem. There wazin 
the Town four hundred Germans, ſix thouſand 
Switzers, one thouſand French, and four hundred | 
735 X under the Command of the Sieur de Ref- 
quaire, And now the Confederates having finiſh'd 
their approaches, were already Maſters of the 
 Counterſcarp, when the Prince of Conde being de- 
_ camp'd from Beaumont, began to approach with 
his whole Army conliſting of forty thouſand Men, 
with a reſolution to give the Confederates Battle if 
he could not otherwiſe relieve the Town. 'There- 
upon it was the Advice of his Highneſs to make 


ready without delay and meet the Enemy, while 
they were yet weary and tir'd with a long march. 
But this magnanimous reſolution took no effeft, 
by reaſon that General Soucbes was not to.be ſeen 
all that day ; fo that the Army was-forc'd. to.con- 

LiINUE 
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tinue in their Trenches. © In the mean time the 
French advanc'd on the other fide toward the Itn- 
perialifts. But the Count of Sowches inſtead 
of ranging his Men in order to a Battle, drew out 
off his Trenches, and ctofles the River in ſo much 
haſt, that he left ſome peices of Cangon behind 
bim which his Highneſs had ſent him, and which 
his Highneſs was forc'd to recover not withour 
ſome danger. "Thereupon the Printe of Cond?, 
having his way open, enter'd the Towh with 
part of his Army. And certainly he might have 
had a great advantage to have <ut oft the Cont- 
munication between the Confederates, Had not a 
thick Fog that fell of a ſuddain prevented his 
deſign. wa 

iis Highneſs therefore, conſidering the con- 
dition of Afﬀairs thought it not fafe to hazard his 
Army any longer in that place, and therefore 
march'd after the Imperialiſts and Spaniards whom 
he overtook within a League of Oud:nard. There 
his Highneſs drew up his Army, while the Prince 
of Cond? having paſs'd with all his Forces 
through Oudenard, Embattel!'d his Men at the Foot 
of the Mountain of the Trinity, between the City 
and the Confederates. Bur in regard there was a 
parrow paſs between both Armics where {1x Men 
could hardly march a breaſt, which would of 
neceſity diſorder and endanger the breaking of 
thoſe that made the firſt Aſſault ; that was rhe 
Obſtacle that prevented the Battle '; while the 
Confederates were unwilling to begin the conflict 
at ſuch a diſadvantage, and the Prince of Conde 
thought he had done enough to releive the Town. 


Thereupon the Confederates, finding the French 
reloly'd 
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William Pr:zte of Orange. 127 
reſolv'd to keep their Poſt, drew off, and took the 
Road toward Gaunt, for the Conveniency of Provi- 
fjon. - But here General Souches gave his Highneſs 
another occaſion of Diſtaſte, for that inſtead. of 
following the reſt of the Army, having the Rere- 

uard, he wheePd off a quite contrary way ; fo 
< 87 his Highneſs was forc'd to ſend ſome of his 

own Men to ſecure his own Retreat. L 

In this Diſorder and Diftra&tion, caus'd by the 
Imperialiſts, his Highneſs finding no more Good 
to be done, refoly'd to march back to Graves, 
where his Preſence would be more neceflary be- 
caule of 'the Siege, leaving Count Waldeck to com- 
mand the Army m his Abſence ; where he arriv'd 
the 9th. of Ofober, with ſxty Cornets of Horſe. 
His Highnefs's Preſence gave new Courage. to the 
Beliegers. Nevertheleſs, ſuch was the ſtrenuons 
and reſolute Defence of the Belieged, that not- 
withſtanding the daily Atracques of rhe Afai- 
lants, .and that they were reduc'd to drink Water 
for want of other Liquor, they beld out till the 
25th. of Otober. At what time Chamilly finding 
ſuch wide Breaches in the Fortifications,much mote 
widen'd by the Jucky blowing up of a Mine, that 

| et Fire to a great number of Granados in the 
Brugg Port, and made a large Breach in the Cover? 
Fay, {o that ic would be impoſfible for him to hold 
our againſt a general Storm that was intended the 
next day ; firſt, deſired a Ceflation of Arms for 
three or four hours, and within that time, took an 
Occaſion to bear a Parley. Upon which, Hoſtages 
being given on both {ides, and Commiſſioners {ent 
forth to treat, the Surrender of the Town was at 
length agreed upon honourable Articles ; and thus 
ended this Years Campaign. 1675« 


ERIC EA ENS oo WIER * Þ 2in 


OO EINER = ID 
A A EO 
: _ OY G - rv oma 2b” i wy _— ” 7 mm. 
4 , 5 : _ wo . was b 
s . YO I EEE TR wrath ——————— 
NY ate ; £ PPS rh | 
I ER 4 "Ins ythe + X06. m A 
DCE Dn Pn Ln IO OO n= | _ | 
toys IR RT CE et vas —=rnrgthog -_# EL w7 2 Ui a > codon Ars WL 1" 4m " went et err te ma 96> RB) Ye 00 —rtneqgny , - 
BA. 4” Rs Is hee tal; fn 2% jp ws, < E "EL 8 Fon a. - ate « = o "_ . 
- _ w 
. * fe 4: ej As R 
_ ; s <a 66s, pp % 4 A & O: JE TOS 
£ - 
: 
o 


DM ES TC 


LE ODER EY TIC EDT DS gry oro. ears: 


which reaſons, they offer?d him the Sovereignty 
of the Dutchy of. Gzelders and County of Zutphen, 
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128 


1675. 


MPHE. beginning of this Year began with the 


*. 
o 


; Grateful Acknowledgments of the Totons-men, 
of the fighal Services which his High. the Prince of 
Orange had done them in redeeming them from the 
Calamities and Miſeries which they had ſuffer'd 
under the Tyranny of a Foreign Enemy. For 


under the Titles of Duke of Guelders,and. Count of 

utphen, But his believing that his Acceptance 
of -thoſe Dignities would bur create Jealoufie and 
Miftruſt in ſome, and that others would infer 
from thence, that he only ſought. to aggrandize 
himſelf by War ; therefore to convince the World 
of the ſincerity of his Intentions, he deem'd it 
more proper to refuſe thoſe additional Honours ; 
but being at the fame time offer'd the Cornitiand 
of Governour Hereditary of the ſame Province, he 
readily accepted of thatDignity, and after he had 


"taken his Oath, made thoſe Alterations in the 


Government as ſuited beſt to the Reformation of 
thoſe Diſorders which the Poſſefhon of lawleſs 
Enemies had intreduc'd. No lefs applauded for 
{etling the Civil, than manzging the Military, 
Concerns of his Country : which it was high time 
for him again to look after, and that with the 
ſooneſt, in regard of the continual Alarms of the 
King of France's Reſolutions early to. rake the 
Field in Perſon, this Spring. To that purpoſe he 
was continually preſent at all the Grand Conſulta- 
tions for carrying on the Summers War, the 'Toil 


of 
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of which Deliberations, lay'd him in his Bed for a 
time, under the unfortunate Delay of the Small- 
Pox, which was the more lamented in him,becauſe 
it had before prov'd fo fatal to his Relations in” 
the Perſons of his Father, his Mother, and the 
Duke of  Glecefter ; but by the Care and good | 
Management of an able Phylician, and certain 
peculiar Remedies ſent him by the EleCtor' of 
Brandenburgh, his Highneſs recover'd , to the 
univerſal Joy of the United Netherlands. 

And now being abroad again, he haſten'd to 
the General  Rendeſyouz, at Reſendael; for the 
King of France being now upon his March for 
Brabant, there was a Neceflity for the Prince to 
attend his -Motion. More eſpecially Limburgh 
being beſieged by the Marquis of Rechefore re- 
quird ſpeedy Relief. To which purpoſe, his 
Highneſs remov'd with his Army from Duffel, 
and joyns the Dukes of Lunenmburgh and Lorrain 
at Ganpelt, with a Reſolution to raiſe the Siege. 
And it might have come to a Royal Battel be- 
tween his Highneſs and the King of France him- 
ſelf, (for that the King, who then lay encamp'd 
near Maeſtricht, hearing of the Prince's March, 
re-paſsd rhe Meuſe at Viſer, to oppoſe his Deſign} 
bur that the Town, not able ro withſtand the 
Numbers of the Fiench, was forc'd to ſurrender 
ſooner than was expetted. RET | 

Aﬀer the taking of Limburgh, the Ring of | 
France encamp'd near Tilemone, waſting all the +. 
Country about- Lovain, Bruſſels and Males, and 
fain he would have been at Lovamm it felf, bur 
that his Highneſs, rogether with the Duke of Villa 


Herm/az watch'd him ſo narrowly, that he would 
Y K not. 
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not. venture to Ree, ab it. S "ha ſeeing 
_ there was no more good to be done, contented 

with his Atcheivment w; Limburgh, he return dto 
Pars, leaving Conde to attend the Prince's Moti- 
ons, as the Prince had attended upon his. 

And indeed thoſe two wary Generals watch'd 
one another ſo well, that neither , could get any 
Advantage of the other. But Conde was ſoon 
after commanded into A{atia upon the Loſs of 
Turenne. And now the Prince had.to do with a 
new General, the Army being left: to the Com- 
mand of the Count de Montmorency. Who, though 
a Captain no lefs wary than his Predeceflor, yet 
his Highnefs had this Advantage of him, that he 
kept him from diſturbing the 'Leaguer before 
wh 1o that at length, that City, after the fatal 
and utter Overthrow- of Monſieur Crequz, fell into 
the Hands of the Imperiliſts. 

Jt may be wonder'd that his Highneſs and 
Min eur de Montmorency ſhould lye [ near to- 
gether, almoſt within View one of another, and 
yet no more conſiderable Action paſs between 
them. But Montmorency well knew that France 
had already receiv'd two deep Wounds, by the. 
Lofs of her choiceſt General, and Cregui*s Army, 
and therefore was unwilling to hazard a "Third, 
that perhaps might prove more mortal. Which 
was the reaſon that he ſuffer'd Binckto ſurrender to 
his Highneſs at Diſcretion,a Garrifon of three hun- 
dred and htry' Menand A great quanti Y of Proviſt- - 
on, almoſt in view of his Army. "The Fortihcations 
of which, his Highneſs Fa causd to be 
undermin'd and blown pp, to render it unfervicea- 
ble to the Enemy. But i appear'd afteryards, 
Chat 
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that MontH#orenty had no-Orders to jive his High- 
neſs Battle -; and therefore, though uj pon the Ap- 
proach of ten thouſand of the French "Cavalry 
his Highneſs had reaſon to ſuſþe&, with an'Tn-_ 
tention to attack his Rear-guard, he had drawh 
up his Army in a large Plain, where it was eahe 
to have come to a fair and equal Encounter, the 
wary Marſhal would not advance, but retreated 
without making the leaſt Attempt 3 ſo thar' his 
Highneſs finding the time of the Year far ſpent, 
broke up his Army and return'd to he 


Hng He. 
1676: 


* O dreadful arid ſo innumerable were the Miſez 
ries and Calamities of War, rhat now for 
ſome years together had harraſs?d and depopulatec 
the greateſt part of Europe, that ſeveral Princes 
| began not only to compaſſionate her Miſeries, bur 

made it thetr Buſineſs to ſtudy the moſt proper 
means, and moſt probable, to par a ſtop ro the 
rapid Violence of inceffant *'Misfortunes, under 
which, the aflided People daily languiſh'd. How - 
ever little Progreſs could be made in fo glorious a 
Work, and fo beneficial for the Common Good. 
of Chriffendom'! - till ar length his- Majeſty of 
Great Britain, Charles the Second ;having concluded 
a Peace with Holland, ſhew'd hin no leſs zealous 
to extinguiſh the'General Conflagration, and to 
procure an univerfal-Peace amongſt all theChriſtian” 
Princes, which Europe {o much wanted. I o which 
purpoſe, taking upon him the noble and higlr 


Office of -#-Medtaror, there was nothing which 
5 I 2 he 
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he omitted, no Stone that he left uaturn'd, to 
induce others to follow his Example. Many were 
the Obſtructions, and many the Delays of State 
Puntilios, that for fome time retarded his Delign. 
But ſuch was his Royal Care and indefatigable 
Diligence in removing thoſe Obſtacles, and giving 
Satisfaction to the diſcording Intereſt, that finding 
no way well to refuſe the Mediation of fo great a 
Monarch, upon whoſe Juſtice and Prudence they 
had no leſs reaſon to rely ; all the contending 
Parties agreed tov ſubmit ro his Umpirage ; and 
Nimeghen being the Place agreed upon for the 
Treaty, thither the Plenipotentiories began,toward 
the beginning of this year, to repair from all 
Parts, as to the general Rendeſvouz of Peace. 

So that War and Peace might ſeem to have vouch- 
ſafed each other now an Interview, and to be at 
a kind of Civil Strife which ſhould get the upper 
Hand. 

However, in regard all Parties ſtood for Ho- 
nourable Terms, the Preparations for War were 
carry'd on with.no lels Vigor againlt the Spring, 
wo if no ſuch thing as Peace had been in agita- 
tion. So. thar his Highneſs the Prince of Orange 
had Winter Employment enough to ger his 
Army ready againſt the Spring. For it was caſie 
to ſee that there would need a powerful Oppolirt- 
on againſt the Common Enemy, ſo ſoon as the 
Seaſon lerv'd. And indeed before the middle of 

April the French began to form conſiderable Muſters 
under Marſhal Crequi near Charleville; and Mar- 
ſhal d Humieres, having got together. a Body of 
fifteen thouſand Men near Coureray, took the F ld, 
with a deſign to have fallen into the Country of 

Waes ; 


William Prince of Orange. I19' 


Waes ; but being repuls'd from thence, he forc'd 
his Way i into that of Alo?, apd pur all the Inha- 
bitants under Contribution, the Spaniards being too 
weak to refiſt him. 

This haſten'd his Highneſs' the Prince of 
Orange's March from Reſendacl to joyn the Duke of 
Villa Hermoſa, which he did at Cambron the twenty 
{:xth of April. But before this, Marihal Geguy 
had: ſurrounded Conde with an Army of (ixteen 
knw arp Men. Upon the News of which, the King 

France haſten'd from Paris, follow'd Gon afbed 
by the Duke of Orleans, and bringing with him 
a Reinforcement of ten thouſand Men ; the Town 
was ſo furiouſly batter'd and ſtorm'd on every 
{ide, that the Garifon was forc'd to ſurrender at 
diſcretion, not able to hold out againſt ſo power- 
ful an Affailant, notwithſtanding that his Highneſs 
was march'd as far as Granuwlle toward their 
Relief. But there underſtanding that the Town 
was taken, he made a Halt; and directing his 
March towards Mons, poſted himſelf not far 
from E|pinliers, while the Duke of Villa Hermoſs 
lay at. Nemy, to obſerve the Motion. of the 
in The King of France having given 


Order for repairing the Fortifications of Conde,” 


and put a Gariſfon of three thouſand Men into the | 


Place, order'd \ the Duke of Orleans, with the 
Forces under Marſhal Crequi, which were about 
{ixteen thouſan Men, to belitege Bonchaine, a ſmall, 
but ſtrong Town, ſeated between Cambray and 
Valenciennes,and which guarding the Communicati- 
on between thoſe two Places, for thatreaſon, was 


_ furniſhed with a good Garifon , under the 


Command of a Governour who had the Repute 
| 1 of 
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of a ſtout and able Souldier. . Nevertheleſs, the - 


Siege of this Place was no ſuch ditfcult "T'ask for 
the "rl with ſuch a Force, in regard he lay 
ſecur'd by the King himſelf in Perſon, who had 
undertaken with his main Body, to keep the Dutch 
and Spaniſh Armies all the while in play. 

To this purpoſe, the King encamp*d himoſelf 
at Seburgh, between the Haim and the Scheldt, 
a his Army as tar as Kzuerain and Mouſipont, 
to prevent his Highneſs from getting near Boucharn. 
Withal, he order d Marſhal i? Humieres to lye 


' with nine thouſand Men upon all the Paſſes over 


the Scheidt, between Conde and St. Amant, t2 hinder 
any Relief that way. 

On the other fide, his Highneſs, after he had 
multer'd his Army, which he found to be five and 
twenty thouſand Foot, and fixteen thouſand Horſe, 
and receiv*d a Convoy of Provilions from Bruſſels, 
which the Count of Mortal, with five thouſand 
Horſe being watch'd by the Marquiſs of Monzponil- 
{enim Vain endeavour'd to intercept,decamp*d from 
Mons, and marching without Beat of Drum or 
Sound of Trumpet, in two long Bodies, the 
Spaniard on the Right, and the Dutch Army on 
the Left, with thc great Guns and Proviſion ith 
the middle, encamp'd the next day between 
Pere; and Baſecles, about three Miles from Conde. 
At the ſame time his Highneſs ſent the Prince of _ 
Vaudemont With a houknd Foot and three 
thouſand Horſe, to ſecure the Paſlage over the 
Schelde near Conde, and withal, commanded the 
Duke of Holſtein to paſs by Mons with fifteen 
hundred Horſe and two Regiments of Infantry, to 


Poſt himſelf near Kzevrain, on purpoſe to amule 
the 
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_ the King of France perceiving did the like: 


Wing; and the Confederates upon their Ri Hh 
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the French and make thent- believe thar the whole 
Army was upon their march on-that ſide, while he 


might be thought to: lead the Vanguard. 

Upon this the King apprehending leaft | the 
Enemy ſhould find a paſſage on the Schelde ide, 
to raiſe the Siege of Bouchain, decampd. from: 
Seburgh and Kyevraine, and paſling the Scheldt near 
the Abby of Ename, encamp'd his Army in view 
of Valenciennes, where Marſhal d* Humieres., alſo 


joyn'd him after he had quitted his poſt upon the 


$chelde. 


In the mean time his Highneſs, having gy 


gence that the French defign 'd to poſleſs 


ſelves of a Hill, that lay near to ten 


paſs d the Schelds about a League below Conde, 


march'd with all haſte on the fide of Valenciennes, 


and having made himſelf Maſter of the Hill, by 


ten of the clock in the Morning, immediately 


rang'd his whole Army in Battle array, which 


French had the Wood of St. mans upon their 


Wing the Wood of Vicogne , where they poſted 
Three Thouſand Foot to ſecure Coma Fx on 


that ſide. And now, there being nothing but a. 


large Plain between both Armies , it was general- 
ly expected that a Battle would have enfſud. In 
order to which his Highneſs ſhew'd himſelf at the 


 Headof every ——_ enlivining to that de- 


gree the courage of the Souldiery, that they threw 
up their Caps , and with loud Acclamations teſti- 
fyed their eager delires to engage the Enemy. But 
762 both Armies had ſtood thus drawn up all that 


Evening and the next day, the French i ro 
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advance; ſo that the Prince of Orange having en- 


- caimp'd his Army to avoid ſurpriſes , was refolv'd 


himſelf the next day to have attack*d the King, 
while a Detachment of 'T'welve Thoufand Men 
endeavour'd to relieve the Town ; but underſtand- 
ing in the mean time that the Place was taken, he 
alter'd his Reſolution. ' Nevertheleſs both Armys 
Rill lay in view one of another near Valenciennes , 
nor would his Highneſs {tir,till the King of France 
after he had wrote to Paris the great News of his 
Conqueſt of Bouchain, firſt decamp'd, leaving to 
the Prince the Honour to 'have dar'd the whole 
Power and Fortune of France ; ſo that if the Con- 
federates loſt a ſmall Town', the French loſt the 
greater Honour of accepting ſo brave a Chal- 
lenge. OT, 
-- No ſooner was the King of France decamp'd,but 
his Highneſs follow'd him at the heels ; and un- 
derſtanding by his Quartering between Gramont and 
Nivove, that the King's deſign was to fall into the 
Frovince of Alot ; his Highneſs ſent Antonio d'4- 
gurto with a conſiderable number of Horſe and 


' Dragoons to ſecure all the Paſſes and Bridges upon 


the River Dender, which they did in' view of the 
French; ' by which means his' Highneſs having ſe= 


cur'd thoſe Parts, the King return'd back to Kiev- 


rain, Which he order'd likewiſe to be fortify'd, as 


' if he had had a deſign upon Valenciennes. Upon 


which'the Prince brought his Army to Lombeek and 
Fambeek not fat from Bruſſels to attend 'the Kings 
Motion. In which poſture both Armies lay till the 
beginning of Fly without any conſiderable Action. 
But then the King of France returning for -Paris, 
afrer he had given the Command- of his Army mn 
TL -: | CN Gs is . the 
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he Spaniſh Netherlands to Marſhal Schombergh, His 
Hi link the - Prince of Orange fate down before 
Maeſtricht. | On the other fg Schombergh by way 
of diverſion ſends away the Marſhal 7 Humiers , 
with Fifteen Thouſand Men to lay Siege to Aires 
a City ſeated in the Province of - Artoys , and ver 
ſtrong as being environ'd on three fides with a 
deep Marſh. So that there was no way but one to 
come at it, which was defended by a ſtrong Fort, 
fortify'd with no lefs then five Baſtions and aMote. 
'This oe 4 Humiers eahly made himſelf Maſter 
of, the Commander within, not having Men ſufh- 
cient to oppoſe the French Numbers ; after which 
he ply'd the Town fo thick with his Bombs and 
Granados , that the Houſes taking fre and' the 
Townſmen growing impatient of their Laſles,beat 
a Parley before the. Governor knew of it and 
conſtrain'd him to Surrender the Town, upon 
ſuch Articles as they had conſented to; which 
were ſo much the more to their Advantage, in 
regard that they heard the Duke of Vila Hermoſa, 
was upon his March to raiſe the Seige. 

"All this ' while the Prince of Orange had jak 
before Maeſtricht, which was begirt on every fade 
as well by his own, as the Confederate Farces of 
the Prince of Oſnaburgh, and ſome few Troops of 
the Elector of Brandenburgh'and Duke of Newburgh, 
&e. "To every one of which when His Highneſs 
had affign'd their quarters, 'he took up his own at 
Smeerinaes on Ruremond {1de. * Among the reſt, the 
Engliſh under three Collonels, Fenwick, H;ddrington 
and Aſhley to the number of 'T'wo Thouſand. Six 
Hundred Men, beſides Volunteers and Reform'd Offi- 
Fer; Preraney a Petition to is. Hi ighneſi, mee 


uy. 
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138 The LIFE of 
they beſought him, That all of their Nation might be 
affiend a particular Duarter, and be commanded a- 
part, that if they behav d themſelves like Men they might 
have the Honour due to their Atchievements ; but if ill, 
that they might bear alone the Ignominy of their Cor- 
ardife ; there being no reaſon why they ſhould ſuffer for 
the miſcarriage of Others. This Petition was readily 
granted by his Highneſs, who thereupon order'd the 
Engliſh a ſeparate Poſt, over againſt his own Regi- 
ment of Guards,on that {ide next Boss le Duke Gate, 
under the command of Collonel Fenwick, as being 
the eldeſt Collonel ; nor were they worſe than 
their words, asappear'd by many deſperate Attacks 
wherein they {1gnaliz?d themſelves with more then 


uſual Valour, during the Siege. 


And indeed never was any Siege carry'd on a- 
gainſt a ſtout Defence with more Vigor and Reſo- 
lation, his Highneſs continually animating the Sol- 
diers by his Preſence, and teaching them contempt 
of danger by expoſing his own Perſon to that de- 
gree, that he receiv'd one day a {light wound in 
his Arm, at what time the Belieg'd thinking to 
have ruin*d his Works, were repulsd by the Re- 
giment then upon the Guard. So that it the Suc- 
cels of the Siege had depended upon the indefatiga- 
ble diligence, the undaunted courage and more then 
credible vigilancy of the Prince, his Highneſs could 
not have faiPd of ſucceſs in his Enterprize. But 
there were two reaſon's wherefore his High- 
neſs could not make himſelf Maſter of the Town 


| fo ſoon as otherwiſe he might have done ; for firſt 


the River was grown ſo ſhallow,that he was forc'd 
to ſtay ſome days for his great Guns from Reremond 


for want of water, In the next place, the Forces 
which 
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which he'expeRed from the Biſhop of Muyter and 
Dukes of Lianebirgh, tiever came to his Affiſtance, 
Marlhat Sehonbrrgh thbrefore, having receiv'd po. 
ſive Orders to relieye the Place, and. bein 2 naw 

3 


advanc'dto6 that' purpoſ& 48 far as To gre b ; High- 
neſs call'd' w Conncil of War,to conſider "What was 
ro be:done, as the ſtate of his Afﬀairs ſtood; At what 


o . | , S SLCSV'$ 0 fr4s FI Jy ; TA 
time, after” they had debated rhe condition of the 


Army, which was not above four and twenty thou- 
ſand at the firſt opening'of the Trenches, now much 
lefſen'd;but more wearyed and tyred out by conti- 
nual labour and watching; that it would be im- 
poſſible fo to ſtop up the Paflages and Avenues ta 
the "Fown, on the Pc fide, but that the French 
would par relief into the place, do whac they could, 
befides that it was irhpo(ſfible for the Horſe to tublift 
inthe Frenches for want'of Forage, They conclu- 


dedro raiſe the Stege:T'o which. purpoſe,his Highneſs 


order'd the Horſe to joyn Count Waldeck, and ſent 


away his/great Guns, Provifion and Ammunition, 


with his ſick and wounded Men, by Water to 
Rartemond, ſtanding himſelf with his Foot drawn 
up in Battle array, till the Boats were out of dan- 
ger, and then-marched to Loenaken, where he en- 
camp'd wh his whole Army ; to try whether the 
French would yer in the heat of their ſucceſs , ha- 
zard the Fortune of- a Battle. But the Marſhal, 
well fatisfy*d with his having reliev'd the 'T'own, 
avoſded any farther Action ; ſo that his Highneſs 
drew oft from Loenaken,and marched to St. Tron ; 
where he gave leave to the "Three Engliſh Regt- 
ments and Nine of the Dutch, who had moſt ſutte- 


red during the Siege, to return into Holland and re- 
crui? their Loſſes. 


From 
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From thence his Highneſs directed his March to- 
ward Fanche and Pertuiſe, the Duke of Villa Her- 
 moſa leading the Van, the Duke of Ofnaburgh, the 
main Battle, and his | Highneſs the Rear-guard. 
Thereupon Schombergh follow'd them as far as Wa- 
rem, thinking to have done ſome execution upon 
their Rear ; upon which, the Confederates drew 
up upon a Riſing Ground between Fanche and 
Pertuiſe, believing that at length the French were 
coming on to give them Battle. But being de- 
ceiv'd in their hopes, his Highneſs march*d back to 
FVarem ; where now deeming the Campaign to be 
at an end for this year, he ef the Army under the 
Command of Count Waldeck, and return'd for Ho!- 
land. Where firſt in the General Afembly of the 
States, he gave an Account of the Summers Expe- 
dition, ſo much to their Lordſhip's fatisfaftion, that 
the Preſident folemnly congratulated his fafe re- 
turn, and return'd him thanks of the whole AC 
ſembly for the great Pains and Toyl which he 
had undergone for the good of the Republic; and 
afterwards repeating the ſame Accompt in the 
Aſſembly of the States of Holland, the Penſioner 
Fazel made him new returns of thanks for expoſing 
his Perſon to ſo many hardſhips and dangers for 
Preſervation of the Provinces, for which they 


could not but acknowled g themſelves erernall y 
oblig'd to his Care and Condudt. 


1677: 
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1677. 
T HE Campaign being thus entbd, all Men 
were now 1n great hopes of Peace : and 
they who were moſt defirous of it, were willing 
- ras Reaſons for. the neceſſity of a general 
mpoſure, from the Condition of the' Poten- 
= wh Europe at that time, whom they conclud- 
ed to be all . alike, ſo wearied and exhauſted with 
the continual Depredations and Expences of a long 
War,. that they would be readily inclin'd to take 
Breath: - But' beſides that the ſecret Springs that 
move the bulky Macheens of Kingdoms and States, 
never diſcover themſelves withoutlide the F rame, 
we generally find that it is more eaſy to kindle then 
ro quench a Conftapration, and that Swords once 
drawn by ſeveral particular Intereſts, beſides the 
general Motive, are not fo ſoon' ſheath'd again: 
It required more then one Winter to regulate all 
the Preliminaries of the: Grand: Aſſembly at Nim- 
meghen. So that notwithſtanding all 4 ſerious 
pains which his Majeſty of Great Britain took, 
there was little hopes of Peace, before the next 
Spring. Art what time the Looſers would be. 
torcd to ſtir, and the Winners confiding "in 
Fortunes favours, would be ſure npt to te 
Idle. 4 =_ 
Nor were theſe Gon: dures in: vals; for” of 
ſooner was the New Tow begun, tho it 'were 
the depth of Winter, but the French Forces were 
upon their March towards the Spaniſh Netherlands , 
and in a ſhort time all the Important places round 


about Valenciennes, Cambray and St. Qmers, were {o 
throng'd 
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throng d with the French Troops, that thoſe three 
Citys were in a manner :blockt up at a diſtance. 
Nor were the French afraid to give it out, that 
they would be Maſters .gli487a, if nat:more Plages 
of, Importance, .befaxs their. Enemies could be-in 
©, And kereit waseafie to obſerve:the great advan- 
tagesthar Men who bemng all under the: Command 
of. one-Chicktain,are-govern'd by his fingle and im- 
mediate Qrders,baveioverthoſewho ating in Cons 
tederacy, meet with + thouſand delays of differing 
Counſely,temper'ivf Nations, negligence: or: im- | 
PaverHlid Alliance ; while the {mglePevſon that has 
Power ; has nothing ito impede his determinations, 
The, King ef, France, therefore | having once 
hx'd tis; :;Reſolutidns, whuch were to :add -to his 
Congitelts| in the: Spaigfo  Nertherlandt, \ haſten'd 
thither all-bisFarcesas ts their-Center;with ſo-much 
ipced, 'that by the fivit af March he had environ'd 
Valenciennes With ati fArmy-:af 'berween Fifty ane 
and; Sixty; Thouſand: men; under the Command 
of the Puke of Lryornkergh, and\the- Count of 
Moxsal,' and. four days after arrn'd himfelf in 
perſon atthe-Camp! nr 22111 TRiiW 254 | 
 Vakiiciennes is 4 datge and:fair City! founded as 
they tay, by the.Empetor Falentinian for the' fake 
of the Air, and the fertility of the Soil. It is ſeated 
in the Province. of-: Beinaxs upon the Scheldr , 
which runs ; through 1t; together with -the ' little 
River Revelywhich gies it-the advantage of dyoven- 
ing the Cauntry upon on6fide of it: fo:well for- 
tity'd .befides, that foumandy it was: thought im- 
RSS |. 2 bb had ooo. 
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William Prezce of Orange. 14} 
Within. the City was a Garriſon of two thou- 
fand Foot, Spaniards, Walbons and Italians; with 
about a "Thouſand Horſe and Dragoons, under 
the Command of the Marquiſs of Resburgh, Bro- 
ther to the Prince of Eſpinoy. 


The King of France being arriv'd at the Camp, 
viſited the ſeveral Poſts, viewd the City, and 
ave Orders where to open the Trenches, and 
raiſe the Batteries ; which were brought to that 
| perfeCtion. in a few days, that the French were 
| advanc'd to the Glacts or {looping of the Counter- 
ſcarp of. a Crown?d Horn-work,, Which was one of 
the main Defences of the , City. But then the 
King, unwilling to looſe time in a Methodical 
way of taking the Out-works, gave Orders to 
ſtorm the Horn-work in four A Places at 
once, in the Morning by eight of the Clock; 
and to facilitate the Afault, commanded that the 
Belieged ſhould be kept waking all the Night 
before by flinging Bombs, Granado's and Fire 
Pots into the 'T'own; which had the defir'd effect. 
For the next Morning the Beſieged being tyrd 
out with the Night's toy] were gone to their Repole, 
leaving very few to guard the Works. So that the 
Affiilants carry'd all before them, won the Counter- 
ſcarp and Horn-work, and turned the great Guns 
upon the "Town ; which put the Betieged into 
ſuch a Terror, that they ſurrenderd immediately 
at diſcretion, and the French became Maſters of 
the 'Town, almoſt before the were aware with ' 
very little loſs,and none of any Quality except the 
Count of Bourlemont. At the ſame time the Ring 
perceiving the French and Swiſs Colours upon the 
Ramparts, gallopp'd up toward the 'Town, and 
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pave ſtrict Command to. forbear piilaging or do- 
. ing any other. injury to the Inhabitants. Bur a- 
nother chief reaſon that the City was fo ſuddainly 
taken was this, that the Marquis of Risbugh was 
wounded at the begitining of the Seige, fo that 
he was forc'd to keep his Bed. wW hich was the 
Reaſon that the King gave him his Liberty to go 
to Bruſſels, there to make his Juſtihcation. The - 
reſt ro the Number of between two and three 
Thouſand were all made Priſoners of War. 

"The King having, thus won Valenciennes , im- 
mediately fate down before Cambray, with one 
Part of his Army, cdmmanded by the Duke of 
Luxemburgh, and begirt St. Omiers with -the other 
Part, under the Leading of Marſhal 4* Hu- 


mieres. _ — EW IO 
* ._  Cambrayis oneof the moſt ancient Citys of the 
Low Countries, Founded in the time of .Servius 
Heſtzhins, but the Caſtle was built. by Charles the 
Fifth : So that the Spaniards have always had a 
very great care to preſerve it. 'This was the firſt 
place that Cludoreus Ring of France, Conquer after 
the loſs of three and fifty Thouſand men on both 
{:des, It is a Town f great "Trade for hne Lin- 
nen Cluath ; and had been inthe Spamzards hands 
above fourſcore Years. There was in it a good 
Garriſon of one thouſand four hundred Horle, 
and four Regiments of Foot,belides two Tertias of 
Veteran Spariards,under the Command of Don Pedro 

de Zavala the Governor. - "Thus both {ides prepa- - 
red for Defence and Offence ; but rhe Church 
was a Pile of fo much Veneration, that the Chanons 

coming forth of the Town, made their Addrefs to 
the King, and beſought him not to level ariy Shot 
"=P againlt 
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William Prince of Orange. 
apainſt their Cathedral: Which being readily 


condeſcended to, no ſooner were the Lines of 
Circumyallation and Countervallation finiſh'd, 

but the King gave order for the Storming two 

Half Moons on the Caſtle fide; of which the nu- 
' merous French having ſoon. made themſelves the 
Maſters, preſently began to undermine the Ram- 
- parts, Which pur the Belteged into ſuch a Con- 
 ſternation, that they beat a Parley, and ſoon after 
Surrender'd the "Town, upon honourable Ar- 


ueles ; the Churchmen —_— their Capitulations 


2 part. 

_ though the Town were thus taken the 
Caſtle ſtill held our ; whither the Governour, ta- 
king the Advantage of the Ceſſation of Arnys, 
had in' the mean time given order for the 
Canon, and ſuch Ammunition as he thought 


neceflary, to be remov'd. He alſo cauy'd : all the. 


Horſes belonging to the Cavalry to be killd, ex- 
cepting ten for every Troop, and fo retreated to 
the Caſtle with all his Souldiers, before the French 
had Notice of it, reſolving the French ſhould pay 
cearer for the Citadel, then rkey had done for 
the Town. So thar the King was forcd as it 
were to lay two Sieges to one Place. Nor was 
the Caſtle ſo eaſily nor fo ſuddainly taken as the 
Town. For while-the King was abour ro make his 


approaches with his wonted ſpeed, he was Con- 


ſtrained to ſtop for ſomerime;in regard thar not only 
the French Pioneers were drivers} trom their works 
by the Belieged, in a Salley which they made to 
prevent their approaches, at what time the Count 
a Auvergne Was wounded in the Head,and the Com- 
muflary of the French Artillery killa with 2 Canon 
| E: P1;: t; yr. CH 
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' Bullet; but alſo,for that the King, upon advice that 
the Prince of Orange was upon his March to the 
Releif of St. Omers, was conſtrain'd to ſend away 
the Duke of Luxemburgh with a great part of his 
Army to reinforce his Brother the Duke of Orleance, 
who then lay before the Town, and had already 


begunhis Batteries. 


For the news of the King of Frances great Suc- 
celfes at Valenciennes and Cambray, and his Progreſs 
at St. Omers had ſo alarum'd all the Netherlands, that 
his Highneſs the Prince of Orange was compelld 
to take the Field, perhaps ſooner then he intended, 
conſidering the greatneſs and Danger of the En- 
terpriſe which requir'd ſo much ſpeed before the 
reſt of the Allyes could be ready. To that purpoſe 
having Rendevouz'd his Army near Tpre, con- 
fiſting cheifly of the Holand Forces, and fome few 
Troops drawn out of the Spaniſh Garriſons, he 
ſer forward upon the fevemh of April, and the ninth 
arrivd at St. Mary Capelle, when he underſtood 
that the Duke of Orleance had drawn oft the 
greateſt part of his Army, (leaving only ſome few 
Regiments for the Guard of his Trenches, and to 
keep the Town as it were block*'r up) and was 
encamp'd directly in the Road to St. Omers. How- 
ever the Prince refolvd to continue his march, 
which was very troubleſome, by reaſon of the 
many Lane's in his way, ſo that he could not 
advance any farther all the next day, then to a 
ſmall River call'd Pene, on the other {ide of which 
he perceiv'd the Enemy. 'Thereupon he con- 
ſulted his Guides, and ſuch as pretended very well 
to know the Country, who all afſur'd him thar 


there 
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there was no other paſlage to Bacq, which was 
adjudg'd the only Place by which relief might be 
put into $t. Omers. And thatwas the reaſon' thar 
he refolv'd ro paſs the River and attaque the 
Enemy. 'To which purpoſe, he caugd new 
Bridges to be made and the old ones which the 
Enemy had broken to be repair'd in the Night 
time,and by break of day crofs'd rhe River with that 
ſpeed, that his - whole Army was got over before 
the French perceiv'd it. But rhen nothing fo much 
perplex'd the Prince, as to. find there was yet 
another River,\ between the Enemy and him, con- 
trary to what His Guides had inform'd him. So 
that all his care\was how to paſs the ſecond River 
in view of the Enemy fo nigh at hand, and all 
drawn up teady.to give Battle: However he 
made himſelf Mafter of the Abby of  Pienes, on 
the other ſide of the River, and lodgd- his own 
Regiment of Dragoons therein, thinking to have 
paſs'd the River on the right hand. Bur the ground 
_ was ſo intercut with Dikes and Hedges on that 
{1de,that he was diſappointed that way.Nevertheleſs 
the Enemy having receivd a reinforcement of 
ffreen thouſand Men, gave him occaſion themſelves 
to come to blows with them, by quitting an advan- 
rageous poſt ro attack the Abbey ; where the 
Dragoons made a ſtout and. long refittance, and 
at length being reinforc'd with fome Battalions 
of Foot, conſtrain'd the Enemy to retreat. 


After which the Prince drew off his Dragoons, 


and ſer fire to the Abbey, to. prevent the Frenc, 
from taking poſſeſſion of it. In the mean time 
the French wheel'd off their Righr Wing, to charge 
in Flank the Princes Left Wing, which lay {e- 
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Cur*d by ſeveral Hedges, where were poſted two 
Battalions -of Foot. At what time the Prince ob- 
ſerving the Enemy to be reinforced on that ſide with 
Freſh Numbers, fent three Battalions more to the 
Afhſtance of his own, and to Guard the Plain behind 
the Hedges. But the rwo firſt Regiments ſhamefully 
quitted their Poſt,ſo ſoon as the Enemy drew near, fo 
that the other three Regiments not having rime to 
put themfelves in a Poſture of defence, when 
they faw the firft Regiments fly, they likewiſe 
gave Ground, and diforder'd the Squadrons that 
lay there ready to Releive them. Upon which 
the Enemies Cavalry advancing,and being ſeconded 
by their Foot, put the Princes Horſe alfo ro a Retreat; 
though nor far. For being immediately rally*d 
again they fell on with freſh Courage, and in 
their turn repel]'d the French : bur then the French 
Infantry advancing,made themſelves Maſters of the 
Hedges where the Princes Men were poſted be- 
fore; ſo that his Highneſs perceving, that if his 
Men were charg'd both in Flank and Front ar 
one time, they could not be able ro make any 
long refiftance againſt an Army ſtill reliev*'d with 
freſh ſupplies drew off his Forces in good order, 
 repals'd the River and retreated to Sreenword and 
thence to Poperdingue, the Enemy having had ſuch 
bad entertainment from the Princes Right Wing, 
commanded by Count Faldec, that they had no 
defireto purſue: and this was the I{Jue of the Battle 
of Caſſel. | | 
- But certain tt 15, that the French were much 
more numerous, then they were thought to have 
been, as having receiv*d the Night before the 
Fight, a great reinforcement from the Army "1 
ore - 


—— 
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fore Cambray ; ſo that by the report of the French 
Priſoners, the Prince that day withſtood no leſs 
thenthirty nine Battalions of Foot, and a hundred 
Squadrons of Horſe. And as certain it 1s, that though 
| theloſs on the Princes {ide were very con{iderable, 
yet that ſeveral Squadrons and Battalions of the 
French were very courſly handl'd. In ſo much 
that they who ſpeak moſt impartrally and modeſt- 
ly of the Fight, ſcruple not to fay that if the 
Prince's Left Wing had Fought with equal Courage 
to the Right,and main Battle,the French would have 
loſt much more then they did. But it ſeems there 
were in that Wing a new raisd Regiment of 
raw Souldiers, who were the occaſion that his 
Highneſs did not reap that Honour by this Battle 
which his Prowefs and his Conduct deſery'd. For 
as to himſelf, all ſides agree that he perform'd what- 
ever could be expected from a Prudent, Couragious 
and daring Leader, It is faid of him, that in 


the main Battle which he Commanded in. Perſon - 


he did wonders, leading on his Men at the Head of 
his Troops to the charge, encouraging them both 
by bis Exhortations and Example, and hazarding 
himſelf to that degree in the midſt of the Enemy, 
that he regeiv'd no leſs then two Musket ſhots in 
his Armor. Of all which the States General were 
ſo ſenſible, that in Anſwer to his Letter wherein 
his Highneſs gave them an accompr of what had 
paſs'd, they wrote him another, wherein they 
return'd him their unfeigned thanks for the great 
care and Indefatigable pains which he took for 
the Service of his Country, not ſparing his own 
Perſon, of which they befought him to be more 


tender for the future, confidering haw important 
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the Preſervation of his Highneſs was to the Preſer. 
vation of his Country. Which if any Siniſter ac- 
cident ſhould happen to his Perſon, it was to be 
feared would relaps again into it's former miſery 
and confuſion. | 

Upon the retreat of his Highneſs, the King of 
France carry'd on the Siege of the Citadel of Cam- 
bray with all the vigour imaginable : and it fell out 
unluckily for the beſieged, that one of rhe French 
Bombs lighting into one of the Magazins where 
they kept their Granado's and other Warlike Am- 
munition ſet- the whole on fire. Nevertheleſs 
they fai'ld not to make a ſtout defence and re- 
compens'd their loſs in ſome meaſure with the 
death of the Marquiſs of Rene/, one of the Kings 
Lieutenant Generals, kilPd with a Canon ſhot from 
the Caſtle: Burt at length the French having 
made ſeveral Breaches in their Works, and the 
CGovernour himſelt being wounded, they were 
forc'd to ſubmit to the continual Attaques of a 
numerous Enemy and to ſurrender upon Honoura- 
ble Articles. 

But as for the Duke of Orleans, notwithſtanding | 
his Victory, he was fo afraid leaſt the Prince of } . 
Prange ſhould make a ſecond Attempt-/to relieve 
St. Omers, that he durſt not quit the Field, but 
ſtood upon his Guard for eight days together 
before he return'd to the Leaguer. But under- 
ſtanding that his Highneſs had paſs'd the Canal of 
Gaunt with his Force, he fat down a ſecond time 
before the Town. with his whole Army, and 
afrer a vigorous reſiſtance that coſt hit he loſs of | 
ſeveral of his beſt Officers, at length conſtraind. 
the Beſieged, though much againſt the will of the 
zahabitants, to ſurrender upon Articles. After 


\ 
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After the taking of theſe 'Towns, the heat of 
the French fury was over, and they who were ſo 
early to offend others were contented all the reſt 
of the' Summer to defend themſelves, dodging 
and hovering at the Heels of the Enemy, but not 
daring though often challeng'd to adventure the - 
hazard of a pitch'r Field. | 

For by this time on the one ſide the Prince of 
Orange had recruited his own Army, and the ſeveral 
Auxiliary ſupplies ſent from the Biſhops of 
Munſter and Ofnabruzh, the Dukes of Zell and 
IVolfenbuttel, reinforc'd with ten thouſand Horſe 
and Foot under the Duke of Villa Hermoſa being 
come up to the Rendevouze near Aloſt, they all 
joyn'd together, and made a Formidable Body. 
On the other {ide the Duke of Lorrain being come 
ro Pont a Moufſor with a Powerful Army threatn'd 
the Invaſion of Champaigne. Upon which the 
King of France return'd to Paris, leaving Crequi to 
oppole the Duke of Lorrain ; and Luxemburgh ta 
_ obſerve the motions' of the Prince of Orange. Who 
upon the twenty third of Ful, dillodging with 
his whole Army (for the Confederates had. 
all ſubmitted to his Condu@t, though the Duke of 
Villa Hermoſa and the Biſhop of Ofnaburgh were both 
there in Perſon) ſet forward from Aloft, to attaque 
the French then lying under the Walls of 4th. But 
the Duke of Luxemburgh was ſo advantageouſly 
poſted before two {mall Rivers, that his Highneſs 
did not think it convenient to force him in his 
Faſtneſſes, However he form'd a volant Camp 
of between eight and nine thouſand Men, to pre- 
vent the French from harraſing Flanders on that 
fide next Brughes and Qjend ; and finding he could 
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152 The LIFE of 
not draw the Duke of Luxemburgh to a Battle, 
he direfted his march for Charleroy,and in an inſtant 
beleaguer'd the Town. 

Charleroy is a very regular Fortification, begun 
by the Mar quiſs of Caſtel Rodrigo, which the 
Spaniards had demoliſh'd in the Year 166 7. but 
the French repair'd it afterwards and made ir one 
of the ſtrongeſt Holds in all thoſe parts. "The 
Garriſon conſiſted of berween four and hve 
thouſand Men under the Command of the Count 
of Montal,a Souldier of great Reputation : and the 
French miſtruſting that bis Highneſs had a defign 
upon the Town, "bad*furniſh'd it with all manner 
of Ammunition and Proviſion, and ſuch a number 
of greatGuns, that the Governour had ſent away 
A good part of them, together with the Women 
and \Children before the Place was inveſted. 

* $o ſoon as the Duke of Luxemburgh had Intel- 
Iigence that his Highneſs was fat down before the 
Gy, he drain'd all the Garrifons of the French 
Conqueſts, and having made up a Body of forty 
thouſand Men; decamp'd from 4th, and knowing 
that the Confederates muſt have all their Forrage 
from the Country that lies beyond the Sambre, he 
poſted himſelf on the other {ide of the River fo 
advantageoully, having a Wood upon his right 


Wing and a River before him, that there was 


no forcing his Trenches, Which he did nor fo 
much ro raiſe the Siege, as to weary the Beftegers, 
who he knew could not ſubſiſt without Forrage. 
All which his Highneſs conſidering, and with all 
that if any difaſter ſhould happen by his aflailing 
the French, ' in- regard the Garrifon of Charleroy 


would: not t foul to ſeize __ all the Fords and 
| _—_—_ 


a 


Paſla ges of the Sambre, contrary to the opimon | of 
the Spaniſh Generals, he drew off his Army, 'and' 
retir'd_ to Sembreff : not minding ſo much :the 
Murmurs of the Spaniards as the preſervation of 
his Army, wherein conſiſted the ſafety of- his 
Country ; though no: Man living, on this ſide 
raſhneſs, more daring then he, when he ſaw there; 
was any likelihood of prevailing. $M 12 
His Highneſs thus obſerving that the French had 
no other deſign but to keep him from laying Siege 
to any con{iderable Place ; and that he could not 
draw them to a fair Battle, without which there 
was no great advantage to - be gain'd upon them, 
drew his Army near to Bruſſels, and there leaving 
it under the Command of Count Faldech, return'd 
to the. Hague, accompany d by the Earl of Ofſory, 
Don Carlos, the Duke of Albemarle and ſeveral 
others. Where after. he had given the States 
General an Accompt of the Campaign, and the 
reaſons that obligd him to quit the Siege of 
Charleroy, and to decline giving Battle ro an 
Enemy fo ſtrongly Poſted, their Lordſhips: re- 
rurn'd him thanks a ſecond time for his wary and 
Prudent Conduct, and beſoughr rhe continuance 
of his Care and Zeal for the common - Inte- 
reſt. | 
Nor was it long after the return of his 
Highneſs, before the occaſion was made public 
that broughr thoſe Engliſh Nobility to the Prince's 
Court. For at -a meeting of the States General 
on purpoſe afſembl'd he gave them to underſtand, 
that his Uncle, his Majeſty of Great Britain, Charles 
the IT. had earneſtly invited him into Eng/and,in hopes 
that his preſence in -thoſe parts would contribute 
Lp Very 
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54 The LIFE of 
very: much to the Peace then in Negotiation, and 
be otherwiſe advantageous to the States : offering 
them with all whatever other Service he could do 
them for the public good. His Highneſs took his 
leave of the States, and of all the reſt of the 
Colledges upon the ſevenreenth of Ofber, and 
coming to Helverſſuys, attended by the Earl of 
Ofſory, Mr. Odvck, the Count of Naſſaw and ſeveral 
others which made up a numerous and Princely 
Train, there took Shipping in one of the King's 
Yacht's ; of which there were four, together with 
three Men of War that lay ready to attend him, 
while Admiral Ever:iſez was ofdered to wait upon 
him with ſeveral of the Duech Ships that lay at 
| the Texe/, and Landed the nineteenth by ten 
a Clock in the Morning at Harwich; where 
the Duke of Albemarle and the Maſter of the 
Ceremonies being ready to receive him in his 
Majeſties Coaches Conducted him that Evening to 
Tpſevich, where he was receiv'd by his Majeſty him- 
[| ſelk and his Royal Highneſs the, Duke of 7ork 
E ___ with all the Teſtimonies of kindnefs and afteCtion 
Imaginable. Upon the twenty third the Prince 
= with this Majeſty and his Royal Highneſs arriv'd at 
White-Hall, where the L odgings appertaining to 
his Royal Highneſs were prepar'd for his recepti- 
on ; © his Royal Highnefs retiring to St. Fames's. 
Upon the Sunday following, the accuſtom'd So- 
| lemnities . being pay*d to the Birth day of his 
I | Royal Highneſs, the Princeſs Mary, Eldeſt Daughter 
[1 to the molt Illuſtrious Duke of York, his Majelties 
only \Brother, farſt appeard in Public, no leſs 
q Splendid in Magnificence of /Habit, then Charming 
 - with the Luſter of her Native Beauty. And be- 
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William Prince of Otange. r39 
cauſe the Lord Mayors day was then approacking' 
the Lord Mayor attended by the Aldermen and 
Sheriffs of London went to White-Hall not only towel- 
come his Highneſs into England, but to invite hin 
together with the King and his Royal Highneſs 
to the Solemnity of their Feaſt. Which was then 
delign'd to be more then uſually Magnificent, mm 
regard it was then paſt report, that this Maje- 
ſty of Great Britain had caſt his Eye upon. the 
moſt Heroic Prince of Orange as the fitteſt match 
among all the Princes of Exrope, for his moſt 
Iluſtrious Neice, the Preſumptive Heireſs of three 
Great Kingdoms : and for that the City was 
then to entertain all the 'Supream Grandeur and 
Glory of the Britiſh Monarchy. "3 

What yet-was only Report ſoon after confirm'd 
by the King himſelf, who coming into Councilupon 
the firſt of November there declar*d his delign 
of Marrying to the Prince of Orange, the Princeſs 
Mary, Eldeft Daughter to the Duke of ork, who 
at the fame Inftant appearing in Council, teſtify 'd 
as wel: his Confent tro the march, as the great 
affection which he bare the Prmce, whoſe Merits 
were ſo highly deferving. Both his Majeſty -and 
his Royal Highneſs at the ſame time declaring that 
they hop'd the match would tend to the 'Confum- 
mation of that Peace, of which his Majeſty was 
reſolv*d to labour the Accompliſhment as far as 
the Intereſts of his Kingdoms would permit. Upon 
which the whole Council went in a Body *to Com- 
pliment the Princeſs, and then the Prince himſelf; 
as did alſo after them the reſt of 'the Nobility of the 
Kingdom; beſides that :the news being ſpread 
into 'the'Ciry -ſet 'the Bells a ringing, andikind['d 
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Bonfires in all the high Streets of the City in teſti- 
mony of public joy and fatisfaQtion. : 

Of the Concluſion of this Match, his Highneſs 
forthwith gave Notice by a particuiar Expreſs of 
which this was the purport. That in conſideration they 
bad teſtified their earneſt wiſhes to ſee him Marry d,after 
often he had well weigh'd the Reaſons which induced him 
zo it, in Conformity to their deſires, and the good of their 
State, he thought he could not do better, then to make 
his Addreſſes to the Princeſs Mary Eldeſt Daughter 
zo the Duke of York ; that he had requeſted her in 
Marriage both of bis Majeſty of Great Britain, and 
his Royal Highneſs her Father , who had condeſcended 
zo his Propoſal ;, and therefore deem'd it but juſt to give 
them notice of it, expetting in return their ſpeedy Ap- 
probation, that he might the ſooner haſten again to their 
Serzice. 

Upon this, the Szates General aflembl'd together, 
and after they had duely weigh'd the Reafons of 
State upon which the Match- was grounded, and 
the fair Advantages accruing from it, tending to 
a confirmation of the {trict Union between His 
Majeſty of Great Britain and the States of the Uni- 
zed Provinces,the Eſtabliſhment of the ancient Houſe 
of Orange, and ſo fairly promiſing a Concluſion of 
_ the ſolong wiſh'd for Peace; after they had con- 
{iderd all rhis, and the choice his Highneſs had made 
of a Princeſs, who beſides her innate unparallel'd 
Goodneſs, was endu'd with all the Vertues delire- 
able in Sacred Wedlock, by a Publick Edidt teſti- 
ty'd their Approbation in all the Terms of Satisfa- 
Ction that words could expreſs ; declaring alſo their 
high Eſteem of ſo great an Alliance , and proteſt- 
ing their real and ſincere Reſolutions to obſerve it 
{9 the utmoſt of their Powers. This 


This Anſwer and Approbation arriving at Lon- 
don the 1 44h.of November, which fell out to be his 
Higbnels's Birth-day, the Marriage was folemniz'd 
the ſame day at eleven a clock it night, and that 
with fo little noiſe, that the People knew nothing 
of it till che: next morning. The Biſhop of Lox- 


dom perform'd the Ceremony, who when he came 
tro the uſual Queſtion,YYto gives this Lady ? His Ma- 


jeſty anſwered in Perſon,T do. So that the next day, 
being the 52h. of November, was a double Holy- 
day among the People,not only upon the uſual oc- 
caſion, but to teſtify their preſent joy for the 
concluſion of {o Glorious a Match ; from whence 
they promis'd themſelves ſo much of future Hap- 
pineſs. | 
However in the mid(t of all theſe Nuptial Joys and 
Carefles, the Prince well knowing how neceflary 
his Preſence was in Holland made all the haſte he 
could ro return. So that he departed from Lon- 
den 2.9th. of November, together with his Princeſs, 
and landed at Ter Heyde, from whence they went 
to Hounſlaerdyke, where they ſtaid till they made 
their publick Entry into the Hague. Which they 
did in a few gays after with a more then ordinary 
magnihicence.For beſides that the twelve Companies 
of the Burghers were in Arms drawn up under 
their diſtinct Enſigns, the Bridg of the Hague 
was adornd with green Garlands , under which 
were written theſe Words, 


UXORI ET BATAVIS VIVAT NASSOVTUS HECTOR 
AURIACO' ET PATRLUE VIWAT BRITANNICA 


Having 
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Having -paſs'd the Brzdg they were met by four 
| and-rwenty young Virgins ,-that walk'd two by 
two on each ſide their Zighneſe's Coach;linging and 
ftrewing green'Herbs all:the way.W hen their Hjgh= 
3eſſes came before the T'own-Houſe, they paſt thro 
a Triumphal Arch adorn'd with Foliage, and Gre- 
-ceſco Work ; with the Arms of both their ,High- 
meſſes, and over them two hands clasp'd togethet 
- with- this Adorro, | 


AURITACI HIS THAL AMIS BATAVIS DOS REGLA 
PAX EST. FOO 


From whence crofling over the Market-Place 
into the Hoogſtraet another I riumphal Archſtood 
ready erected to receive them with theſe Words, 


INGREDERE AUSPICIS-BATAVIS FOELICIBUS 
AULAM. | Es 


I paſs over the Martial Ceremonies of Volleys, 
Diſcharges of Cannon, Fire-works the moſt Ex- 
quiſite that Art could invent, the Bonfires in the 
Form of Pyramids and Caſtles, and other Solemni- 
ties, that were at vaſt Expences beſtow'd upon 
this Nuptial Entrance, as being more proper for 
a Relation then a Hiſtory. It ſuffices thar hardly 
more could have been added to expreſs :the Joy of 
the People , or the fſatisfaCtion of the Magji- 
ſtrates. 

Nor was it long before theſe happy Nuprtials 
groduc'd Efftedts anſwerable to the Promiſes of ſo 
potenta Prince and Mediator, as His Majeſty of 
Great Britain ; who as he had defignd them = 

tne 
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the publick Good of the United Netherlands, the E- 
ſtabliſhmenr of his Nluſtrious Nephew's Intereſts , 
now enfolded with Theirs, and the Advancetnent 
of the Proteſtant Religion, {0 was he moſt induſtti- 
ouſly as good as his Word.” For. no ſooner was 
the Year | 


1678. 


TD) Egun, but rhe early Winter Preparations of 
the King of France, Alarum'd all Europe, bur 
more eſpecially the Darch, and their Allies. There- 
upon his Majeſty of Great Britam ſent 'the Earl 
of Feverſham, to the'Ring-of France, with a Pro- 
 je&t of Peace, by Vertue of which the Cities of 
Charleroy, Ath, Oudenard, Conurtray, Totrnay, Conde, 
Valenciennes, and St. Guilain,ſhould be reſtor'd to the 
Spaniards, in Lieu of which the Ring of France 
was to keep /a Franche Conte entire to himfelf,. But 
neither would the King of France agree to this, 
neither would the King of England remit of his 
Propoſals. So that in this uncertainty of Aﬀairs, 
His Majeſty of Great Britain ſends away a Com- 
miſſion to his Embaſſador the Lord Hyde, then at 
the Hague, to conclude a1trict Alliance between 
himſelf and the Szates General, by which 1t was 
among other things agreed, that the King of. 
England and the States General, ſhould mutually 
aſſiſt and defend each other, by ſuch 'ways -and 
means, and with ſuch forces as'ſhould be agreed 
upon between them. | 

That the Cities of Charleroy, Ah, Oudenard, 
Courtray, Tournay, Conde, Valenciennes and St. Guelain, 
ſhould be reſtor'd to the Spaniards, with all ſuch 


other 
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- other Places of which the French had made them 
Maſters, ſince the taking of St. Guilain. 
That the County of Burgundy ſhould remain 
in Poſſeſſion of the Prench. 
\. Thar as to the United XA, etherltinds, that in Europe 
there ſhould be a Reſtitution of all chings on both 
{1des. 
That in conlideration of the Alliance between 
the Emperor and the States, that care ſhould be 
taken that all things ſhould be adjuſted according 


to Equity and Reaſon. 
'Thar as for the Duke of Lorain lis Dukedom 


ſhould be reſtor'd him. 

| As for the King of Sweden, that there ſhould 
be a Suſpenſion of Arms till all the Conditions of 
Peace were agreed upon. 

And laſtly, if the King of France ſhould re- 
fuſe to accept theſe Conditions, that then the King 
of Great Britain, and the States ſhould unite their 
. Forces to Compel him to Reaſon. - | | 
This Alliance thus concluded, his Majeſty dif- 
patch 'd away the Lord Montague, his Enbailador 
into France, once more to preſs the Acceptance of 
of his Propoſals, and to give more weight to his 
_ demands, began to make new Levies both of 
Horſe and Foot.. But the King of France rejected 
his Propoſitions, making vaſt Preparations on all 
ſides for War, but more eſpecially in his. New 
| Netherland Conqueſtss Which conſtrain'd the 

King of England to recal his forces our. of the 
| French Service ; where they were but very courſely 
usd, and after they were recalld, ungratefully 


ſent back without their pay. 


His 
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William Prince of Orange. IG 


His Majeſty of Great Britain therefore vigo- 
rouſly Proſecutes his firſt Reſolutions, and at the E 
Meeting of the Parliament, acquaints them with | <1 
the Alliance which he had niade with Holand, for 
the public good and repoſe of Chriſtendom,and with 
his Determinations to compel the King of France, 
to that Peace which he had ſet on foot, and of 
which himſelf was now become the fole Media 
tors : deſiring withal ſupplies of Money neceffary 
for ſuch an Enterprize. In anſwer to which the 
Commons addrefs?d themſelves to His Majeſty, and 
after they had rerurn'd him their humble thanks 
for his care of rhe Proteſtant Religion by Marrying 
his Neice to a Proteſtant Prince,they beſought him not 
to conſent to any Condition?s of Peace that ſhould 
put the King of France into a better Condition 
then he was by the Pyrenean Treaty, To which 
when the King had return'd an Anſwer , the 
Commons after a ſhort debate refolv'd the ſetting | 
forth a Fleet of Ninety Men of War, and 
raiſing a Land Army of twenty nine thouſand and 
ferenty Men, and appointed Commiflioners to 
Compute the Charges, which amounted .to one 
hundred fifty ſeven thouſand nine hundred ſeventy 
one pounds a Month. Bur then how to raiſe this 
Money was a debate too tedious for the ſwiftneſs 
of the King of France's Motions. : 

However thus far his Majeſty had proceeded; 
before the Allies had made any Progreſs bur only 
in Conferences with what Numbers, and in whar 
Places to oppoſe the French, who like a Black- 
Thunder-Cloud began to hover already over the 
Spaniſh Netherlands. And whith was worſe when 
they came to a Concluſion whit Number of _ 

M > 
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162 | The LIFE of 
was neceſlary, atid that the States Deputies offer*d 
their thirty thouſand Men, to joyn with ten 
thouſand Spaniards ready rais'd; unlefs it were the 
Biſhop of Mmwrſter, that offer'd abour nine thou- 
ſand Horſe and Foct, there was not any one of 
all the reſt of the Deputies but what reply*d, they 
had no Orders to confer either about the time 
of Rendevouze or Number of Men. So that the 
Prince of Orange with the Dutch and Spaniſh Forces, 
was {till conſtrain'd to bear the firſt Brunts, and 
thoſe always the moſt impetuous of the French Fury : 
and to look on with regret to ſee thoſe Lawrels 
raviſh'd from his Brows which elſe he might have 
won, but for the diſappointment of Confederate 
Friendſhip. 

All this the King of France well knew, and 
therefore he made early haſt to do his Bufineſs, 
before a {low Enemy, either for want of active 
Reſolution, or Money, was ready to oppoſe him, 
To that end he ſet forward from Pars the ſeventh 
_ of February, and by the hrt of March fare down 

before Garnt, the Capital City of Flanders, with 
an Army of between three and four {core thou- 
ſand Men.Nor was it poſſible for a T'own of ſo large 
2 Circuit, to defend it felk with no more then a 
Gariſon of four or hve hundred Souldters, beſides the 
Inhabitants, againſt the fury of a Prince , who va- 
lu'd the winning of a Halt-moon beyond the Loſs 
of a thouſand Men, and who fearleſs of Diſtur- 
bance, gave them no Reſt by Day or Night ; but 
with inceſſant Batteries and Stormings, tir'd out 
their feeble Strength. Gaunt therefore being forc'd 
to ſurrender within nine days after it was beſteg'd, 


the victorious Enemy fell upon pre with the 
ſame 
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William Prexce of Orange. 
fame-rapid Violence ; but in regard this Town 
was ſtronger then Gaunt, and arniſh'd with « 
better Garifon, the Beſiegers found 10 ftour @ 
Reſiſtance there, and loſt ſo many Officers and 
Souldiers before they took it, that the King of 
France, whether it were that he found his Army 
ſufficiently tir'd by theſe two Sieges, or that he 
thought that by going thus far he had brought 
his Enemies into a Condition low enough to ac- 
cept of his, own Terris of accommodation, or 
whether he fear'd the growing Numbers 'of the 
Exghſh, he ſent the greateſt part of his Army into 
Garrifons to refreſh themſe]ves, and return*d to 
Pary. : 

For by this time the Duke of Monmouth was 
got to Bruges, with near three thouſand Horſe 
and Foot, which the King of Great Britain had 
fent to re-inforce the Holland and Spaniſh Army, 
and the Parliament then fitting, were ſo eager mm 
the Profecution of the French War, that they :be- 
ſought him to declare open Hoſtiity, promiling 
his Majeſty withal, to ſtand by him with their 
Lives and Fortunes, and to affift him from rime |, 
fo time with ſuch Subſidies and other Levies. of 
Money as the Importance of ſuch a Royal De- 

 tign ſhould require. 29 

During theſe "Tranſactions, it was aſtoniſhing 
News to hear thar the King of France had totally 
quitted Meſſma and all S:cily. And the more 
penetrating Politicians were now of Opmion, that 
there would be no hopes of Peace on this tide 
Europe, as believing that the King of France had 
abandon*d his Conqueſts in thoſe remote Parts, 


as he had done. before this Acquilts in the 
FO M 2» TVuited 


GT 
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United Netherlands, to the end he might the better 
be enabl'd to turn all his Forces upon the Low 
Countries, the King of Spain and the Emperor. 
Tho others look'd upon it, as an Argument that 
the King of France was not ſo ſtrong as he boaſted 
himſelf to be, and that he did it rather out of 
Neceſlity, then in compliance to his own De- 
{1gns. — 
However it were, 1t created a {trong Suſpicion 
in the Parliament, that the King of France re- 
folv'd to continue the War in Germany and the 
Netherlands, and to make himſelf a more potent 
Neighbour then they delir'd he ſhould be. So 
that they finiſh'd the Pole-money Bill, and in the 
ſame Act, forbid the Importation of French Goods 
into England. His Majeſty of Great Britain alfo 
was de{irous at the ſame time to have enter*d into 
a Quadruple Alliance with the Emperor, the King 
of Spain, and the States General, that there 
ſhould have been the fame Prohibition of the 
Importation of French Goods into any of their 
Dominions, as he had made in Reference to his 
own Kingdoms, which was the only reaſon that 
he forbore to proclaim the ſo much defir*'d Rup- 
ture with France, till thoſe two things were con- 
cluded. Bur while the Hollanders boggPd at the 
laſt Point, as believing ſuch a Prohibition would 
cauſe an utter Decay of their Trade, an unlucky 
Accident chang*d the whole Face of Afﬀeairs, 

For the King of France being return'd to 
France, and finding the King of Great Britain fo 
reſolute in the Intereſts of his Nephew the Prince 
of Orange, more eſpecially ſince the Prince's Voy- 
age into England, and Marriage of his Neece 3 

i 


William Prince of Orange 
m Favour of whom,it was ſtrongly reported, that 


his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Tork himſelf, was 


preparing to paſs over into Flanders to Head the 
Expliſh, (if not the whole Confederate Army in 


thoſe Parts) fornyd a Project of Peace himſelf, and 


ſent it to his Ambatlan at Nimmeghen,to be deli- 


ver?d to the Ambaſſadors and Mediators of the 


Allies, by the Hands of the Engliſh Mediators. 
The chief of theſe Propofals were, that the 
King of Swedeland and the Nuke of Gororp ſhould 


be ds fatisfy*d. 


That the Prince and Biſhop of Strasburgh 
ſhould be reſtor*'d to all his Terrjtories, Goods, 
Honours and Prerogatives; and that .his Brother, 
Prince William of Fuſtenburgh, ſhould be ſer al 


Liberty. 
As to the Emperor, that he would alter no- 


thing from the public Declarations he had alrea- 
dy ' made, which were ſtill to inlift upon” the 
Treaties of :ſtphalia. Only he ofter'd, either to 
keep Friburgh and reſtore Philiprburgh, or to keep 


Philipsburgh and reſtore Friburgh. 
As for Spain, he was content tO reſtore Char- 


leroy, Aeth, Qudenard, Courtray, Gaunt, and St. Gui- 
laine with their ſeveral Dependencies and Chaſtel- 
rainies, In lieu of which, he demanded Franche 
Conte entire, Valenciennes, Bonchain, Conde, Cambray, 
Aire and St. Omers with their Dependencies, ard 
Caſtleſhips ; and in a Word, all thoſe Places, of 
which he was Maſter, except thoſe betore excepted. 
| Moreover, that he was willing to reſtore 
Charlemont or Dinant to the Catholic Kin g, pro- 
vided he could procure the CE: of Liege's and 


the Emperor's Conſent. 
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That the Confines between Spain and the Low 
Countries, to.begin from the Sea, ſhould be the 
Meuſc, Newport, Dixmude, Courtray, Oudenard, Aeth, 
Myns, Charleroy and Namur. And theſe Bounds 
to be. affur'd by thoſe Places, the Fortifications of 
which had coſt him Millions, and by the parting 
with which, he depriv*'d himſelf of thoſe Advan- 
tages which he poſleſsd, even to the Gates of 
Bruſſels. 

As to the States General, beſides the Sarisfacti- 
on given them by the Articles relating to Spain, 
that he was content to reſtore them Maeſtrichr, 
and to grant them the Treaty of Commerce in 
the ſame manner as it had been already 
ſetti'd. ” 

As to the Duke of Lorrain, that he was wil- 
ling to- reftore him, either according to the Pyre- 
mean Treaty, or elſe to furrender to him all his 
Territories, excepting Nancy : in lieu of which, 
he would give him the City of Toule, reſerving 
to himſs\f a free Paſſage into A/atia, and from 
France to Nancy, {o to Mets, Briſac, and Franche 
Cotes 

Theſe Propoſals were pleaſing to forae, bur 
utterly by others di{lik*d ; for as to the Intereſt of 
the States, they had no reaſon to reject them ; 
but the Miniſters of the Allyes being conferr'd 
with at the Hague, ablolutely refus'd them as un- 
jult and unreaſonable, in regard that the King of 
France demanded entire fatisfa&tion for his own 
Allies, but deny'd it to thoſe of the -other Side. 
But the King of France demanding a politive 
Anſwer before the tenth of May enfuing ; the 
Prince of Orange was ſent for to be preſent at the 
: General 
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General Aſſembly of the States, where after © 
long Debate, wag" the Miniſters of the AllieS 
excus'd their Compliance, by reaſon of the ſhort- 
neſs of the Time prefix*'d, Monſieur Beverning 
was ſent back to Nimeghen, to try if he could pro- 
cure a longer Day for the Allies ; while othel 
Ambaſladors were difpatch 'd to Poa and Bruſ- 
fels, to incline the Spaniards to an Acceptance of the 
Propoſitions. 

Monſieur de Leide coming into England, Was 
look'd upon with an evil Eye by the Houſe of 
Commons, as believing that the Hollanders ſought 
to make a. haſty and diſhonorable Peace with 
France, and in that Heat, more inflam'd by Jea- 
louſies of a Popiſh Intereſt at Court, reſolv'd 
that they would give his Majeſty no more Mo- 
ney till the Proteſtant Religion was fully ſecur'd: 
Which offended his Majeſty to that degree, that 
the Parliament was foon after prorogu " 

Oa'the other fide, the Spaniards began to com- 
ply with the States, which they were the rather 
inclind to do, perceiving England and Holland 
agreed, and for that the Condition of their own 
Affairs grew ſtill worſe-and worſe, by the Loſs 
of the ftrong Hold of Leeuw, which was unhap- 
pily ſurprizd by the French, much about the 
ſame time. Bar nothing indie? d them. more to a 
Concurrence, then the Return of the King of 
France tO Hs Army near Bruſſels, ſurrounded > 
rwo numerous Armies more, one upon 'the Rbzne, 
and the other between the Samber and the Mere, 
which threaten'd nothing but the total Loſs of 
the Spaniſh Netherlands, ſhould the Durch make a 
Peace without them, and ſtand Neuters during 
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the whole Courſe of the remaining War, to 
which they. were already fairly courted by the 
King of France. | 
| The Spaniards therefore thus conſtrain'd to 
ſubmit to the Neceſſity of their Afairs, declar'd 
themſelves ready to comply with rhe Duzch, and 
with the ſame Diligence the States General in- 
ceſlantly labour d to prevail with the reſt of the 

Allies, whoſe Miniſters nevertheleſs ſpun out the 

{ Time with Memoires and Replies, till at length, 

the States tird out with theſe Remoras, gave 

bl poſitive Orders to their Ambaſſadors at Nimeghen, 

: to ſign the Treaty. But then they were not a 

lictle aſhoniſh'd to find that the Plenipotentiaries 

| of France refus'd to ſet their Hands, upon new 

Demands of Satisfaction to be given in full ro the 

King of Sweden, before the King of France would 

proceed to a final Concluſion. 

| This created new Difhculties, and occafion'd 
| new Complaints from the States, of the unjuſt 
| Deallings of the King of France, after ſo ready 

"I a Compliance with his own Propofals. The King 
-| returns for Anſwer, that he was willing to advance 

$ as far as St. Duntins, where he would ſtay fix 
| days in Expectation of ſuch Commiſſioners as they 

ſhould think fit to ſend ro adjuſt the Difterenc 
But the States believing they had Graded 
low enough already, reply'd, that the ſending of 
Commiſſioners would but | be to give his Majeity 
| ,an umeceſtary Trouble to reconcile new Ditte- 
| rences after a poſitive Agreement ; that therefore 
they were ready to Sign, which it his Majeſty 
refusd to do, nothing more remain d for them, 


but to pr oteſt their own Innocency, and to lay 
the 
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the juſt Blame upon hjs Majeſty, of the Miſchiefs 
that ſhould afterwards enſue. And withal, they - 
decreed among themſelves, the Prince of Orange 
being vreſent, not to ſend any more to the King 
of France, till the Treaty was ſign'd. 

The News of this Difterence, and of the Re- 
ſolutions of the Darzch to continue the War, unleſs 
the King of France quitted his great Zeal for the 
Swedes, arriving in England, the Parliament, who 
before were all for -disbanding the Forces rais'd by 
his Majeſty, and laying up the Fleet, now voted 
the Continuance beth of the Forces by Land, and 
of the Fleet by Sea. His Majelty alfo ſemt away 
ſome part of his Regiments into Flanders, multer'd | 
che reſt in England, in order to a War, made a 
new League, Offengve and Defenſive, with the 
United Provinces, and both together prefixd a 
ſhort Time for the King of France to Sign, or 
declare his farther Intentions. 

Theſe round and reſolute Proceedings of the 
King of England, at length put an end to a long 
and tedious Afair, fo that the Treaty between 
France and Holland, was ſign'd upon the eleventh 
of Auguſt, about Midnight. And much better it 
had been, for the King of France that he had 
made leſs uſe of his rehn'd Politicks, which had 
like to have coſt him the loſs of all Luxemburghs 
Army. | 

For Mons in Hainault, having. been long blockt 
up by the French, was now reducd to. great 
Streights; in ſo much that His Highneſs the Prince | 
of Orange, underſtanding that the Confederates 
had joyn'd the Holland and Spaniſh Forces that lay 


Near the Canal of Bruſſels, departed by Nighr 
from 


170. The LIFE of 
from the Hague the 26h. of Fuy: Upon his 


coming to the Army, his Highneſs held a Council 
of War with the Generals of the Allies, where 


It was concluded, that they ſhould all diſlodge 


and follow the Duke of Luxemburgh, who direct- 
ed his March toward Mons, on purpoſe to prevent 
the putting Relief into the City. | 
With theſe Reſolutions, his Highneſs ſer for- 
ward at the beginning of Augy# with his whole 
Army, at what time, he had hardly paſs'd through 
Bruſſels, but he was met by General Spaen with a 
Re-inforcement of fix thoufand Brandenburghers 
and Murnfterians. Upon Notice of the Prince's 
March, the French, who had lain for ſome days at 
Soignes, quitted their Camp, ſo that the Confede- 
rates lodg*d in the fame Place which the Enemy 
had abandon'd the Day before. From whence, 
marching toward Rocles, his Highneſs advanc'd 
with his Left Wing as far as the Abbey of 
St. Dennxs, Where the Duke of Luxemburgh had 
his Head Quarters, and leaſt expected an Attaque. 
For it was a Poſt almoſt inacceſſible, there being 
no coming at the Enemy, bat through Woods 
and narrow Paths, environ'd with Precipices. 
With his Right Wing he fac'd Cafteau, which 
the French alſo poſleſs'd, and which was no leſs 
difficult of acceſs then the former. So ſoon as 
the Army was embattel'd, his Highneſs thought 
it convenient to drive the Enemy from a Hil- 
lock, where they had poſted themſelves to his 
Diſadvantage. Which being ſoon doneyhe ſent for 
ſome great Guns and play'd upon the French that 
lay ſomewhat above and upon the one fide of a 
Cloyſter near St.Dennis,which the French thou Aa 
gon TEE "3h 
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have maintain'd with their Artillery. But it 
was impoſſible for them to reſiſt the Fury. of 
the Confederate Dragoons, who drove the 
Enemy from their Faſtnefs, and made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Cloifter, while Adjutant 
General Colher advancd toward the Abbey, and 
ſeconded by General Delwick, fifd through the 
narrow Paſlages, and ſliding down the Precipices 
with an invincible Courage, drave the Enemy af- 
ter a vigorous Refiltance, within their own Lines. 
In the midſt of which Pel-me!, his Highneſs, ac- 
company'd by the Duke of Monmouth (who 
fought all the day by his Side) and animated 
with Succeſs, with his Eyes ſparkling like Fire,cry*d 
out, To Me, to Me, to encourage the Advance of 
the Regiments that were to ſecond the foremolt. 
There was no ſparing of Powder and Bullets on 
either {1de ; almoſt all the Regiments of the Left 
Wing following one another till the Evening, 
with the ſame Vigor and Refolurion. Count 
Horn, likewiſe drew his Cannon nearer, and play'd 
into the Valley upon the French Battalions, not 
withour conſiderable Execution. 

From thence his Highneſs flew to Cafteau, which 
was attack*d by the Spanzards in the Right Wing 3 
where his Highneſle's Foot Regiment of Guards had 
the Vanguard under the conduct of Count Solmes ; 
being who ſeconded by the Regiments of Roque Ser- 
eres, Holſtein,and the Engliſh through Fire and Flames, 
after an obſtinate Combate,wherein the Regiment 
of Guards was five hours together engaged with the 
Enemy,drave them from a Poſt, which was deem'd 
mpregnable, and purſi'd them a quarter of a 
Eeague through a Field and down a FO 
2; | __ where 
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where glides the River Haines to the farther ſide 
of Caſtearn. 

The Lord of Offory did wonders with the Eng- 
liſh, at a little diſtance from the Guards ; where 
the French loſt abundance of Men. 

Nor was there any of the Generals, that did 
not behave themſelves with a Valor equal to thar 
of the ancient Hero's. More eſpecially his /!Highneſs, 
who in the midſt of Fire and Smoak, and Bullets 
flying thick as Hail adventurd fo far, that he had 
been in eminent danger, had not Mr. De Owerki: k 
oppoe'd himl(elf againſt a daring Captain, that was 
Juft ready to charge the Prince full carrere,and lay*d 
the brick Affailant dead upon the Sport. All this 
while the Cavalry were only looking on ; by rea- 
ſon the Situation of the Place would not allow 
the Horſe to be ſerviceable in narrow paſſages and 
ſeep deſcents* So that the whole Brunt of the 
Conflict lay upon the Infantry and D-agoons. * 

Night pur an end to the bloody Conteſt, under 
the favour: of which the Duke of Luxemburgh drew” 
off in great filence, and no leſs confuſion, and 
retreated nearer Mons, to cover himſelf with a 
Wood on the one {ide and a River on the other ; 
leaving 'to his Highneſs, as the Marks of certain 
Vitory, the Field of Battle, the greateſt part of 
his wounded Men, ſeveral of his Tents, mach of 
his Baggage, and a conſiderable quantity of Pow- 
der and other warlike Ammunition. | 

'The States General upon News of this ſucceſs, 
appointed Commifhoners to congratulate his Vi- 
ctory, gain'd with ſo much Reputation and Glory, 
and to return him thanks for his Provident and 
Prudent Condu&t, and the noble Exploits _ 
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he had 'perſonally perform'd in {uch an Obſtinate 
Engagement,to the hazard of his Life : beſeech- 
ing him withal, above all things, to be careful 
and ſparing of his Illuſtrious Perſon, conſidering 
that in all human probability the Tranquility of 
of his Country, and the Repoſe of the Church and 
Reformed Religion depended upon _ his fafety. 
Moreover to ſhew the high value which they ſet 
upon his Preſervation, in acknowledgment of Mr: 
Ouwerkerck's Proweſs, who had fo valiantly and ſue- 
ceſsfully oppos'd himſelf againſt the Danger thar 
threaten'd his Highneſs, they order'd him to be 
preſented with a Sword, the Hilt of which was of 
Maſſie Gold ; a Pair of Piſtols richly inlay'd with 
- Gold, and a Pair of Horſe Buckles of the fame 
Mettel. CE - 
His Highneſs having thus conſtrain'd the Duke 
of Luxemburgh to retire, would have certainly _ 
purſu'd his Advantages toward the full Relief of 
the Town. But while he was conſulting what 
to. do, Intelligence was brought ta the Army, 
that the States General and the King of France were 
agreed. Upon which a Ceflation oft Arms enſu- 
-ing, the French Army drew oft to the Country 
between the Samber and the Meuſe ; and his 
Highneſs retreated to Eſcouſines upon the Road 
to Nivele, from whence he reurn'd to the 
Hague. Dp 
The ſucceſs of this Battle haſten'd alſo the 
Signing of the "Treaty between France and Spain, 
which was done upon the Seventeenth of Septem- 
ber enſuing. So juſt was the Ring of Grear Brit- 
tain to his Royal Promiſes ; adding to his - com- 
path rate Mediation the Terror of his Arms, and 


at 
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at the fame time equally with both Vitorious. As 
if Peace and the C ma good of Exrope, had beer 
his Neices Dowre, and = the two Important Al- 
tiances between the United Province and the King 
_ of Praxce, and between the King of Spain, and the 
King of France had been but the deſcending Influ- 
ences of the Conjugal Alliance between his 
Highneſs and the Princeſs Mary of England ; which 
had engag'd his Majeſty of Great Britain to lend 
his Aﬀiſting hand to curb the growing Power of 
the French Monarch. 

-' The War being thus concluded between France 
and the United Ne#herlands, His Highneſs had 
now kaſure to repoſe himſelf after the Toyls and 
Hardſhips of the preceeding Campagns. For af- 
ter the Ratification of the League, and the ſurren- 
der of Maeftiiche back to the 7 il the King of © 
France gave no farther trouble by force of " Bug 
to: the particular Territories of the Low Countries. 
Sothat after his Highneſs the Prince of Orarge 
had taken care to reform the Innovations of the 
French, and to ſettle the Aﬀairs of that Garriſon, 
all chings beg an to look with a new Face of quiet 
and tranquility. 

But freſh Diflentions kindling berween rhe 
Kings of Spain. and France, upon certain Preten- 
tiohs which the King made to Oudenburgh de” Gand, 
the City and Caſtle of Aelſ?, with their Depen- 
dencies. TheCitys. of Gramount, Ninove and Ru- 
derſhove, the Country of Beveren ; the Balkagesof 
Aſſenede, Bouchaine, Vert, Heerbrig ig, Opdorp, Moott= 
felke, St. Amand; ahd the Countrys of Bornheim, 
Flobeek, and Leffines : - and theſe demands being 


mhſted upon by the Rang | of Fraxce- with that 
Rigor, 
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Rigor, that in ſtead of remitting in the leaſt, he 
had given order to Marſhal Crequs to block up 
Luxembnrgh,and not to let any Proviſion be carry*d 
into the City, on purpole to force the Spaniar 
it was not thought reaſonable either by his High- 
neſs or the States General, to look on as Neuters ia 
ſuch a dangerous ConjunCture. . For on the. one 
ſide they were afraid, leaſt a Rupture between 
thoſe two Crowns might engage them in a new 


War : on the other ſide, though they ſhould re-. 
main'd without diſturbance , yet they thought.I1c 
more ſafe to preſerve the Netherlands to the Spar 
ards, then to have ſo formidable a Neighbour as 
the French, always hovering over their Fron- 
tiers, | - 

Thereupon, at the Inſtance of the Spaniards 
themſelves, who made their Applications both to 
them, as alſo to the King of Greaz Britain , in re- 
oard the Conference of the French and Spaniſh 
Commiſſioners at Corrtray came to no efte&t, the 
Stat General made it their bulineſs, to employ the 
chiefeſt of their Counſels, to compoſe theſe diffe- 
renc2s by way of Amity and Reconciliation. For 
tho the Spaniards, upon the blocking up of Lux- 
emburgh preſs d the States to ſend the SUCCOr of 
eight thouſand Men, to which they were oblig'd 
by Articles, in caſe of any Attacks of the French, 
contrary to the Peace concluded, yer they rather 
choſe the more quiet and ſafer method of Medi- 
ation. 

To this purpoſe His Majeſty of Great Britain, 
together with the Szates General by their Miniſters 
at Pars, preſsd the King of France to remit 
ſorae part of his claims; or at leaſt to order his 
Force 
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' The LIFE ff 
Forces to quit the Blocade of Luxembnrgh, till 
the new-riſen differences could be adjuſted, 
To which the King of France reply'd 3 That he 
was willing to releaſe all the Claims which hethad 
_ or could make,toall the places above mention'd,pro- 

vided the Spaniards in lieu thereof, would ſurrender 
up into his hands the City of Luxemburgh,with all the 
Territorys three Leagues round about ir. And 
this Propoſal the King of France propounded to 
the King of England, for a Ground to proceed to 
a farther Treaty. Nor did his Majeſty of Great 
Britain, or the States General when it was imparrt- 
ed by his Majeſty to their C onſideration, think 
it an unreaſonable Propoſition; more eſpecially ifat 
the ſame time the King of France would forbear 
any farther Diſtreſſing the City of Luxemburgh. 
All which the Srzates General, after they had advisd 
with His Highneſs the Prince of Orange, thought 
fit to ſignifie to rhe Spanyb Miniſters and to preſs 
their Concurrence. 


This Propofal of rhe Surrender of Luxemburgh, 
and the Territorys belonging to 1t — rejected 
by the Spanzards; the King of France declar'd him- 
{elf contented ro refer all Matters in queſtion ro 
the Umpirage of the King of Great Britain. But 
neither did this pleaſe the jealous Spaniards, who 
covertly ſuſpected partiality in the King of Greaz 
Britain, as being by that time enter'd into an Al- 
lyance with France ; but openly pretending that 
England was not in a Condition to undertake a 
Foreign War, ſhould the French refuſe to lubmit 
to the Arbitration. | Dy 

This delay of the King of Spain in _ 
tae 
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the Umpirage of the King of England, was no: 
way pleaſing to the King of France ; ſo that he: 
perhx*d a ſhort time for the Spaniard, either to- 
accept the Arbritration or refuſe ir. Which as it: 
did not a litttle perplex the States General, - who- 
were afraid of the Conſequences of new. Acts of 
Hoſtiliry, ſo ſoon as the time limited ſhould be! 
expir'd, they came to a Reſolution to preſs the: . 
King of Spain to a ſpeedy Acceptance of the Um-: 
pirage.; and on the other {ide rhey earneſtly de-. 
rd 'his Majeſty of Great Britain to take the 
Arbitration upon him , and to interpoſe_ his higtt 
Credit. and Authority with the . two differing 
Crowns, that all Parties intereſted might | meer; 
and prepare all Matters ready for his determina- 
LOT, | BD Pw Fea 
ut then the King of England, being ſenſible 
that France would never condeſcend to any more 
appointments of Places and Perſons which would 
require a longer time then was convenient for his 
Advantages, more eſpecially ſeeing that all the 
Parties were already met at Frankfort in Order,to 
a ceneral Reconciliation, endeavour d to throw 
the Umpirage from himſelf, as deeming ir more 
proper for the States to undertake ; and thus 
hung the Acceptance of the Arbitration all that 
he Year. | | 
Upon this Proſpect of future Travbles that me- 
nac'd the Repoſe of Europe, in regard the Spani- 
ards neglefted the Arbitration of Exgland, and for - 
that the States General contrary to the Sentiments 
of his Majeſty of Great Britain, did not think it. 
ſo conducing to the. mam, to urge the Spaniards 
to the Acceprance of it, unleſs ir were done with 

- | 2, "ms 


- _— O - ASS 3 a) a, NE TTY $5.-Y 6 £ ; » . ; 
& » # yo X ba "4 ,n - ” Fc. q + F% ad ..1 > ” mn” 
£22 H # : $2 Fn, 5 138 8 . Lad 8” BR [2 lh rp a» | ft roBag, kt is FH "F 3.66... > 
" «WT Py: . : £ * $ i ©6268 Toa ee lt SF; C a&* ES gs £2 BL ond: or OED”: 13 an 
> « 7 ISTH 6 W- 4 ONE oc SFr 8 A eN ref £ Fa Re” LN Hl "is ES I oo RI oe 
: ern MS > BY 5 IG T- 4 { _o 6 Fra f "- Sm a 228 RA Is , F 
- . << PE : ps 4 & # xo F : Feet” Wy - VES OE a 9D 7 
£ + x , | 2 of > A lh SIS: regal SE YH Hrs ge” (2's 
3 "-S- # LY 8 wp Ws : SIA SY » # , : s s i = 7% 67 4 : 
: . "FE. vo. F ; q 77 >. 2s 5 2 Wn, [7 2 


A th —_— 
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an mcluſion of _ alt the Albes, moſt Men were 
afraid leaft after the fifteenth of. Fanuary wds paſt, 
which was the time prefix'd for Span to reſolve wp- 
on the acceptation or hot;the King of France ſhould 
renew the War againſt the Spanyh Netherland. 
The States therefore importunately preſt the 
King of England, by his careful management arid 
the Grandeur of his Credit to prevent all Adts of 
French Hoſtility either againſt the Emperor, the 
Empire, or the King of Spain. 

To all which the King of Grea? Britain nﬀade 
Infwer, that he was ready to perform all good 
"Offices between the two Crowns ; bur that he 
doubted of ſucceeding any other wiſe then by 
adviſing the Acceptance of the Arbitration, and 
haſtning the Empire to a ſpeedy Accommodation. 
Nay, the King himſelf did not refrain from in- 
timating to the Embaſſadours the Intelligence 
which he had, that the States themſelves had 
diſlwaded the Spaniard from Acceptance of the 
Arbitriment. Which the Embaſladors excus'd, 
by telling his Majeſty, that what the States had 
done, was not by reaſon they were averle to 
his Majeſty's Umpirage, but to prevent any jea- 
louſy which the King of Spain and the relt of 
the Allies might conceive of them, as it the States 
had no defire to fulfill their Treaties and Alliances, 
but ſought to make uſe of this pretence to ſhake 
them oft : which might cauſe a General ſeparation 
of all the Allies, and conſequently cauſe a breach 
between the Crown of Spain and _ the United 
Netherlands, and give an occaſion to his Catholic 
Majeſty to deny them his Affiſtarice in caſe of 
neceſſity ; their ſafery depending felely upon their © | 
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own and the Forces of their Allies. Bur all this 


prod uc'd no fnore from the Kin g of England, then 
that he would do his utmoſt endeavors, but could 
promiſe nothing. However he prevaild fo far 
wich the moſt Chriſtian King in behalf of the 
Emperour, that he offer'd a Truce for thirty 
Years. and prolong'd the "Term prefix*d for accep- 
rance ofthe Arbitration, and the refuſal- of this 
propolition, till the laſt of Auguſt, without giving 
any interruption either to the King of Spain or the 


Emperor : which if others did not, the King of | 


France lookt upon in himſelf as an A& of great 
Generolity, not to meddle with the Emperor who 
had now more then enough to do with the 


Turks. 


But though his Truce propos'd for thirty years, 
was by ſeveral of the States of the” Empire lookt 
upon as a reaſonable propbſal, as ſeemingly re- 
ſtoring, for ſo long time ar leaſt, a Breathing 
ſpace of repoſe and 'Tranquillity ro the Empire ; 
Yet others there were that utrerly rejected it, as 
altogether prejudicial ro the Empire ; alledging 
that a Truce of that continuance would only 


be to give the King 2 more Stable F ooting 


in the places which he pofſeſsd, ind in ſome 


meaſure to confirm a Title to his unjuſt (asrthey 
call'd them) pretenſions : more eſpecially unleſs 


| before hand they came to an Agreement touching 


the manner and Continuance of the truce. Bur in 


regard that after a Jong debate at Rarisbone, theſe 


two points could not be Adjuſted, the Progrets 
of this Negotiation advanced but very flow- 
=. 2 

All this while the States of Holland no leſs itt 
Om N23 cellantly 
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end propog'd the Hague for the General Rende- 
vouzes of the NeSotiators, and preſsd the King 
of Spain-{o far, that though he had rejected the 
King of Great Britains Arbitremeat, yer be accepted 
of their good intentions to defire his: mediation : : 
and was willing the Hague ſhould be the Place of 
Conference, provided the Emperour likewiſe gave 
his conſent. All this was fignify*d to the States 
Embatladors at Lendon, and they thereupon order'd 
ro preſs his Majeſty to propound his General Me- 


diation to the King of France. Which though 
the Court of Eng/and lookt upon as a thing that 


would prove altogether unſucceſsful, yet the King 
promis'd to gratity the States in that particular. 
Nevertheleſs he . could not forbear when the 
Miniſters of the Emperour and Spain next attended 
him, to let them underftand, that it would be 
far better for them both to accept of the French 
Propoſals and to Surrender Luxemburgh , which 
would at once put anend to all differences without 
any farther diſpute or delay. 

Bur neither the Emperour nor the Ring of Spain 
reſolve fo ſoon to take his Advice, and therefore 
the King of France,to Spur up this Spamſb Helitation, 
and to compel his Catholic Majeity ro do him 
that Juſtice which he demanded, toward the latter 
end of Augsft, being the utmoſt Limit of the time 
prehx'd, order'd Marſhal d Humieres to enter the 
Dominions of the King of Spain in the Spaniſh 
Netherlands, and to put all the flat Country under 
Contribution. Who upon receipt of theſe orders 
powers into Flanders, Brabazt and other Places,with. 


2 numerous Body of French, plundering and pil 


laging 


tg 
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faging all before him, breaking down the Houſes 
of ſixch as deny'd to bring in their Aﬀeſiments, 
and conniving at all thoſe other Infolencies 
which attend on War. This was repayd 
by the Spaniſh Garriſons to the French in the ſame 
coyn and more particularly the Prince of Chimaz, 
Governour of Luxemburgh fell into the French Ter- 
ritorys where he usd the ſame Violencies and 
took ſeveral Caſtles. On the other ſide Marſhal 


d Humieres lays Siege to Conrtray end takes it ; 


and in revenge of Yenguin Burnt by the Spani- 
ards, fixd ten times the value 1n the Spaniſh 
Territories. Upon this the Spaniards lay an 
Imbargo upon the Goods of all French Inhabitants 
under their juriſdiction and confiſcate their Eſtates, 
while the Marſhal paſſing the Canal of Bruges and 
the Scheld: by the favour of the Ice,}ays in Alhes no 
leſs then ten or twelve Villages and conſtrains the 


reſt ro compound for their contributions, More-_ 


over to puniſh the Luxemburgher for the Ravages 
they .had committed in the French 'Ferritories, 
Mareſchal ' Crequs came before the Town with 
thirty thouſand Men, and after he had ruin'd 
2bove five hundred Houſes with his Bombs re- 
treated to his Winter Quarters. go 
In the midſt of theſe Devaſtations the French 
Embaſſador makes an Offer to the States from the 
King of Franceof Five Equivalents, which being 
granted he-was willing to terminate all the Difte- 
rences between the two diſcording Crowns : 'The 
firſt was the Surrender of Luxemburgh: The ſc- 
cond was the Reſignation of Courtray and Dixmude 
(leaving however Denſe with it's Dependencies to 
the $ paniard) the Caſtlewick of Aeth, Beaumont and 


N 3 | Boviones 
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Bovignes with their Dependencies. 'The - th;rd an 
Equivalent either in Navarre,or Catalonia, If in Ca- 
zalonia, he demanded the remainder of the County 
ot Cerdargne (to which Puyoerda belong'd ) Surdur- 
gel, Canredon and Caſtel-Folito with their Dependen- 
ces : Or Rozez,Gironne,and C ap de Dnieres, with their 
Dependences. 

It in Navarre, His Majeſty demanded Pampels- 
»a and Fontarabia with their Dependences. Upon 
which Conditjons, the King of Spain might chuſe 
either Peace or War. 

_ But 1n regard the Spaniards were utterly averſe. 
to the quitting of Luxemburgh , and with Scorn 


 TqeCted the Equivalents of Catalonia and Navarre ; 


infomuch that the Marquis of C aſtell Moncayo could 
not forbear, in his Memoire upon the Propoſals to 
the States, to tax the French Embaſſador for offer- 
ing that Equivalent, only to ſhew that he knew the 
Names of the moſt Important Fortreſles in the Spa- 
»;/b Dominions ; therefore it was, that the Spari- 
ard; renew'd their importunate Inſtances to His Ma- 
Jelty of Great Britain,even to that degree as to ex- 
poſtulate with His Majeity, wherefore he delay'd 
the Succours which he was oblig'd by Articles to 
ſend to his Allies in diſtreſs. To which the King 
made Anſwer, That he wondred His Catholic Ma- 
;efty ſhould ſo earneſtly preſs him for Succour at a 
time when the condition of his Aﬀairs at home 
would nor permir him to undertake a War abroad; 


however that he was ſtill ready to do the utmoſt , 


that his Endeavours could contribute toward the 

General Peace of Europe , and the particular Ser- 
yice he ow'd His Majeſty of Spain. 

' But no way fatisfy'd with this, they repear their 

A ; Importunuries 
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Importuruties in Erng/and, and farther addr eff chang 
Gi or abide the S:ates.Bur all theſe things fry'd 
rather to drill out time then to give any af 
to the Spaniards, who contrary to their own 
Nature ſeem'd now to a& with more Precipttancy, 
and leſs confideration of their own” low conditioa 
then the reſt of their Neighbours. And indeed ſuch 
was the Averſion of the Province of Holland to. en- 
gage in new Broyls with France , that whereas the 
States had refoly'd for their own Safety to. recruit 
their Land Mzslitia with a Reinforcement of 
{ixteen thouſand Men, and requir'd the conſent 
of the ſeveral Provinces, the City of Amferdany 
would by no means agree to any new Lewes z 
alledging, thar the King of France had offer'd 
an Accommodation, and that it became the King 
of Spain to accept” of fuch conditzons as he could 
get, {ince there was no likelyhogd that he could 
procure better by force of At So that after 
the long rurmoyle and tedious diſputes and Ex- 
poſtulations of the public Miniſters employ d from 
the ſeveral Courrs of the Princes cancern'd, that 
which over rules all human Aﬀeairs, Neceſſi ity, 

which had a great Influence upon the diſcordirig 
Parties at that 1 time, began to incline them toa 
better underſtanding of their own conditi- 
ans. 

Far theſe diſputes has Pretenſions, being ſer 
on Foot in the Year 1681. bad been bandy'd 
about till 1684. For the Emperour, though 
the Ottoman Forces did not appear fo formidable 
as they had done the Year before, yet had he 
enough ro doin Huzgery to court new diſturbances 
in other parts : the Aﬀairs of England were all in 

N 4 contuſion ; ; 
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confuſion : the ic King of France found, his Treafures 
too much exhauſted to ſupport his ufial Numbers. 
Spain acknowledg*d her ſelf too Feeble ro a&t 
without the Succors of her Allies.  Swedeland 
long” d for Peace : and if Danemark made Pre- 
pararions for War, it was rather out of fear then 
otherwiſe : the greateſt part of the German Princes 
were no way in a condition to enter into new 
Broyles, and thoſe that had ſcap'd belt, defired 
rather an ' Accomodation : ey as for the States 
General, they had. ſo lately felt the faral In- 
conveniences of a long and dangerous War, 
that they defir'd nothing more then Peace. To 
which purpoſe, the laſt year they had propos d to 
their Allie a General congreſs at the Hague, there 
to conſult about the moſt immediate means to 
procure the General repoſe of Europe, or {yn caſe 
thoſe Conſultations faild, what meaſures to take 
to repel Violence by force. The conſequence of 
which after many Conferences, and del lays was 
this, that the T'ruce for twenty years offer'd by 
the King of France ſhould be accepted, including 
the Allies on' both ſides. Which being once re- 
ſolv'd upon, and the Articles of the Treaty agreed 
at the Hague upon the 2.9th. of Zune ; wherein 
among other things it was ſtipulated thar rhe 
King of France ſhould reſtore to the King of Spain 
Courtray and Dixmuzden' with their dependencies, 
the Foftifications being firlt demoliſh'd, together 
with all other places which he had won by force 
of Arms,ſfince the 2 oth. of Auguſt 1683 gp. other 
on the {ide that the King of Spazn ſhouts Surrender 
ro his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Luxemburgh, Beau- 
m_ Bovines and Chimay with the dependencies 


and 
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and: Villages thereto belonfing , ſoon; after the 
ſame. Articles were concluded at Ratisbone-between 
the-Kings of Spain and France ; after whichz: the 
 Emperour 'and "ht moſt Chriſtian Majeſty having 
1econcil'd their : differences by other \Articles' of 
the ſame Nature, : aF'ruce :for ' the fame "Term 
was accorded likewiſe between thoſe two''mvre 
Powerful Monarchs. Which being norlong/after 
raify'd , - though not without ſome! delays 
on the Spaniards part : ſo tickliſh -are the: Con- 
chifon's of nice and jealous. Policy) . thoſe De- 
vaſtations began to | ceaſe which had layd .waſt 
for many years the moſt fertile Gardens of 
_ s S & 

_ In the midft of theſe TranfaQions; peg were 
ſeldom managd by the States but in the preſence of 
his Highneſs, whoſe prudence was ſtill conſulted in 
matters of greateſt difficulty,it ſhew'd a OY 
' more then Extraordinary, that while: others' 
ferr'd Points of Honour before the public Dees 
| he quitt'd his own Intereſt , and Poſt-por'd the 
Demands of Reparation for the devaſtations of 

his own Demeans and 'T erritories to the /Neceſhities 
of his Country. For while the King of France, 
to force upon the ſtill demurring Spaniards , the 
acceptance of his - own conditions lay burning 
waſting and ſpoiling the Spaniſh Neeherlands and 
ſeveral of the Adjacent Parts, a conſiderable part 
of the Ancient Parrimony belonging tohis High- 
neſs went to rack in Brabant ; Luxemburgh and Bur- 
gundy, where the Prince of Ten guyn, Den by 
the Authority and Arms of: het French; had ſeiz'd 
upon his large Poſleſſions of Warneſſon; Vianden, 


—— Budgenbacks St. Vich, and other places, 
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and had put both his Lands and Goods to fale by 
the Out-crie, as adjudg'd him by the formal 
Sentence of the Parlameu of that Country.Of which 
though the Provinces of Guelders, Feland and 
Urrecht made loud Complaints in his Highneſle's 
behalf, yet could the Prince obtain no fatis- £ 
faction. | 

Nor were the Violences which the French offered 
to his Principality of Orange, and the damages 
which his Highneſs there ſuſtained leſs ſevere. 

For after the King of France had caus'd his 

Declarations iflu'd out againſt thoſe in his King- 
dom of the reformed Religion, to, be put in 
Execution 3 the Perſecuted People ſent their 
Children to Orange, as being a Sovercign 
Principality, there to finiſh' the courſe of their 
Studies in ſecurity. But this diſpleas'd his moſt 
Cathoke Majeſty ; who thereupon fent his Orders 
to Mr. Moran , Super-Intendant of Provence 
" to march with a Body, of above two ' thouſand 
| Men, under the Command of Monfieur Mon- 
2avegues, the Ring?s Lieutenant General in Lan- 
guedec, and Pofitizely to Command the Prince's 
Magiftrates to fend away all the Children home 
again, and not fo receive any more for the future 
to their Academy, or any of their Schools. 
| Which command though it appear*'d to the 
Magiſtrates very unjuſt and unreaſonable, yet ro 
prevent farther Miſcheifs they reſolv'd to obey it, 
promiſing to admit no more Children, and to 
write to the Parents of thoſe they had entertain'd, 
to ſend for them back again. By which means 
they thought they had given full SatisfaQtion to 
the King of France's demands. But they were 

{trangly 


" run of their own Walls, and the Towers, which 
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ſtrangly farpriz'd to hear,that during theſe capitula- 
tions, that Monzenegues approach'd with his Armed 
Forces toward the cheif City of the Principality, 
with abſolute erders to break down the Walls of 


_ the City.Bur in ſhort he adyanc'd,and having quar- 


rer'd eight Campanies of DNragaons in the Citzens 
Houſes, where. they committed many Diſorders 
and Exactions, and conſtrain'd as well the Inhabt- 
rants of the City as the other SubjeAs of his High- 
neſs's in the Villages round about, to work ar the 


were underniind and blown up.All which the Peo- 
ple labour'd with ſo much the more haſt and vigour, 
to the end they might be the ſooner rid of thoſe 
arbitrary Gueſts, who were ſaid to have vitiated 
ſeveral Virgins already. The news of this bein 
brought to the Prince's Council, they complain 
of it to the States General , as a Breach of rhe 
laſt Peace, deliring them withal to {ignity their 
Juſt reſentment of theſe undue and violent Pro- 
ceedings, to the King of France, and to demand 
reparation of the damages ſuſtain'd by the Sub= 
jects of his Highneſs, in the midſt of a General 
Peace, and without the leaft {uſpition of provo- 
cation given. | 

Accordingly the * States General wrote to the 
King of France to Jet him underſtand rhe great 
injuries that had been done the Prince of Orange's 
Subjects, by his ſending Armed Souldiers to de- 
moliſh the Walls of the Cheif City of his Princi- 
pality, and to extort Mony from the Inhabitants, 
dire&tly contrary to the lalt Leagueof Nimezhen 
of which they could nat be fo inſenſible, as nor 
50 inform his Majeſty, and to preſs for repera- 
Ee 19(0)0| 
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tation of the damages which the Prince and his 
| Subjects had fo illegally and contrary to the Faith 
: of Articles ſuſtained. Bur all ' the Anſwer they 
could get from the Court of France was only this, 
that as for the Money extorted from the Inha- 
bitants, it was done without his order, and he had 
Commanded reſtitution to be made ; that upon 
the Submiſſion of the People to his Will and 
Pleaſure, he had withdrawn his Forces out of the 
Principality , and reſtor'd free Commerce to 
the Inhabitants according to their Deſires ; but that | 
as for the reſt, he had reaſon for what he did. 
Neither was thereany thing more done effeCtually 
| 4n this matter for three years together. 
Nevertheleſs ſo ſoon as the 'T'ruce began to be 
fet on Foot, the States began to think of disban- 
ding their Supernumerary Forces ; and the De- 
puties of Amſterdam 'were ſo haſty as to preſs the 
Reformation of the Recruits that had been rais 
the year before it was concluded, but the Me: 
hers alledging that they ought firſt to rak© 
the Advice of the Prince of Orange, the mat- 
ter was propounded by the States of Hollar4 
ro his Highneſs, who gave them for anfiver 
among other things, that there was no 
Perſon who defir'd more then himſelf to eaſe the 
People of their Taxes and Contributions ; how- 
ever that he thought it ſomewhat ſtrange, that 
they ſhould talk of diſcontinuing the preſent 
State of the War, while the condition of their 
Aﬀairs was yet ſo uncertain, Which would be 
to render them unable either to defend themſelves 
or to Succour their Allies, That as yet the 
-I'ruce was not concluded, but the War {till con- 
_—_ " tinu'd 
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tinu'd between the two Crowns: For which rea: 
ſon the Spaniſh Netherlands were expos'd to Immi, 
nent Dangers. Thatall the Potentates of Europs 
were ſtill in Arms, eſpecially their Neighbours 
and therefore that he judg*d it not fo proper. t9 
aker the Conſtitution of their Militia, till they 
were ſecure from all ſiniſter Events. I 
Conformable to this prudent advice of his Highs, 
neſs, the States General reſolv'd that their \. ERu 
traordinary Forces ſhould be continu'd from the 
Firſt of F«ly to the 'T'wentieth of Ofober following. 
In the mean time, his Highneſs no leſs vigilant to 
prevent Diſorders at Home, then to repel foreign 
Hoftility, made it his buſineſs to reform the Go- 
vernment of Urricht, by making fuch alterations 
in the Magiſtracy as he deem'd moſt proper for 
the good of the City. | 
But here we muſt break off abruptly, having 
ſo fair an occaſion to make a full ſtop at the Con- 
cluſion of a War. For as tor what remains, Time 
muſt produce it; and there is no queſtion to be 
made, but that ſurviving Pens will never grutch 
themſelves the Honor to compleat the Story of one 
of the moſt Renowned Princes of his Age.Of whom 
a great Miniſter of State, and one who had been 
long <cquainted with his ſurpaſſing Vertues,has gi- 
ven us this Noble Character, which ſhall ſerve 
to conclude this firſt part of his Lite, and excuſe 
me of Flattery, for what I have faid already of 
a Prince, (to uſe the words of that unqueſtionable 
Judge and moſt Excellent Writer Jwho Joyn'd to the 
great Qualities of his Royal Blood, poſleflcs all ths 
popular Virtues of his Country; {alent and thought - 
ful ; given to hear and enquire; of a ſound ſteady 


under{tand- 
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underſtanding; much fitninefs in what he Once 
refolyes, of once Yehys ; great induſtry and appli: 
cation to his Bufmeſs ; Little ro his Pleaſure ; 
Pety iti the Religion of his Countty, but with 
Charity ro others ; Temperance unuſual ro his 
Youth, and to the Climate ; Frugal in the Com- 
mon management of his Fortune, and yet mag- 
Nificent upon occaſton'; Of a great Spirit and Hearr, 
aſpiring to the Glory of military Aﬀtions. With 
ſtrong Ambitron to grow Great , but rather by 
the Service then Servitude of his Country ; In 
ſhort a Prince of Many Vertues without any ap- 
pearing Mixture of Vice. 
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Dolphus of Naſlau Emperor of Germany. 


Pag. I. 
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by the D. of Alva. ibid. He accompanies hrs 
Brother into France. 19. He takes Mons. 2 2. 
Surrenders it again. 2.4. Defeated and ſlam by 


Sancho D* Avila. 20. 
Leyden beſieged. 2.8. Relieved. 12.0, 
Limbergh zaken by the French. 29; 


Duke of EE daburoh beaten off from the Relief of 
Woerden.8 2. His Merch ever the fee. $6. Routed 
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by the Prince of Orange. 19%, 17 2- 
M. 
| Maſtricht beſieged by the French, QI. taken. 9J- 
Male-contents. 26. 
| Mary de Lalin defends Tourney. 42. 
! The Arch-Duke Matthias, ſent for by the Sates. 24. 
j The Government delivered to him. 37. Returns 
1 home again. 29- 
= Maurice of Naſſau, hi Parents. 49. Hz good for- 
rine 
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tune. 57. He takes Hulſt. 58. Groning. ibid. 
Sluys. 59. The Bartle of Nowport. ibid. Hy 


Perſonage and SA) ngs. 6 Og G61. His Death. 62, 


Philip William of Naflau, his Parents. 49. Taken 
from Lovain by the Spaniards. 51. Carried 
and detained in Spain. 52. He kills his Gover- 
nour. bid. Releasd. 52. Sent to conduct the 
Infanta [[abella into Spain. 53. Marries Eleo- 
nora de Bourbon. 54. Dies. 1bid 

Proſeription publiſhed by the King of Spain againſt 


The T ABLE. 


Middleburgh zaken.  - 
The Battle of Mons. © © I 69. 
N. 

The Antiquity of the Houſe of Naſlau. I 
Nimmegh=:: appornted the Place of Treaty. 132. 

The Treaty of Nimmeghen concluded. I69 
- William of Naflau, che Farber of William the 
Great. 3. #F:rſt Prince of Orange. ibid. 
Nyehuiſe 14%: by General Rebandmage I 07 
O. 
Otho, Count of Naſlau. 
Otho the Second, Count of Naſlau, ibid. 
Oudenard beſieged.  --, - IE 
P: 


the Prince of Orange. 40_ 


Propeſals for Peace between France and S pain. 
| I f9: 160, I 65, 
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R. 
General Rabenhaupr. > hob 0 & Þ. 
Requfenes, Governour of the Lot Conntries. 2.8 
Riperda, Governour of Harlem. 26, 2] 
S; 
The Battel of Seneft; T0 
The Spaniards encline to Peace. 15S 
Spaniſh Netherlands revole, and call in the Prince of 
Orange to their Succour. 31. They invite the 
Prince to Antwerp. JT 
+ fi 
The Third Party, 26 
A Toleration of both Religions. 1bid 
The Treaty of Utrechr. 28 
 Erpez Tromp deſtreys the Spaniſh Fleet in the 
Downs. . 66 
The Truces for twenty Tears concluded. I 84, 
V. 
Valenciennes beſieged, 142. Taken. 144. 
w. 


The -Water Gheuſes. 21. They ſurpriſe , the Brill. 
22. They wina great Viftory at Sea, " 28 


William 


William of Naffau, Prince of Orange, = Bicth, 
his Education, and Favour with Charles. the Fifth. 
5, 6. He complains of Granville. Io. He de- 
fires to ſurrender his Government. 11. He retires 
to Breda. 13. He refuſes Alva's Summons. 14. 
The Reaſons of his talking Arms. 15. He levies 
an Army in Germany. ibid. He levies a ſecond 
Army, and croſſes the Rhine by Stratagem. 17. 
Offers Alva Battel. 18. He diſmiſſes his Army. 
ibid. He goes into France. 1 9. The Counſel 
given him by Coligny. ibid. He enters Brabant 
with a third Army. 2.2%. Offers Battel to the 
| Duke of Alva. 24. i like to have been ſurpriz- 
ea in his Bed. ibid. Diſmiſſes his Army at Or-_ 
ſoy. ibid. He 1selefled Governour by the Holland 
and Zeland. 25. He ats with full Power in the 
Name of the States. 1bid. His Reformations in the 
Government. 2.6. He erefts the Univerſity of 
Leyden. 30. He proteſts againſt the Perpetual 
Edit. 22. Envied by ſeveral, and no leſs ſuſ- 
pefted. 23. He governs all things under the Arch 
Duke Matthias. 25» Wounded by Javregny. 4.2. 
Recovers. 4.4. He retires to Delph. 45. Mur- 
dered by Guerard. 46. His Perſon and Dauals- 


Lo 


ties. 47. His Wives and Iſue. 49 
William Prince of the Son of Maurice, his Death. 
64 


Wiltam Henry Prince of Orange, his Birth. 66. 
His Noble Qualities and early Hopes. 69. He s 
reſtored to hu Dignitics. 73. 76, J7. Reſtored to 
the Dignity of Stat-Holder. 100. His Reformati- 
#05 in the Cities which had been won by the French. 

" IO05. He ſets down before Oudenard. 125. He 
takes 
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takes Graves. I27. He falls ſick of the Smale. 
Pox. 12.9. He offers Montmorency Bazele.t $0. 
He embattles his Army in view of the Frefich + © 
King. 1J5. He reſolves to attzcque the Kings © 
Forces. 118. He fits down before Maeſtrichs 
122. He offers Marſhal Schornhergh - Barzle. 
129. He marches to the Relisj of of Omers. 
146. Fights the Duke of Orleance. I 47. He 
fits dewn before Charleroy. i152. But races bet 
Siege. 152. He Marnes the Prixceſs Mary of 
England. I57 
Woerden beſieged. $2 


Z. 
Zurich Sea loft by the Hollanders, and won again 
; 20. 


